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EDITORIAL

Europehas been facing many consecutive challenges in the past almost years. An unexpected
“roller coaster” of crises such as financial crisis that lead to understaffing of social services, health
crisis of COVID-19 which in conjunction with the previous crisis impacted the social and economic
locals, nationals and global systems and nowadays we all experience war conflicts close to Furope
and its aftermaths.

Result of all the above crises and challenges that are caused due to the unpreparedness of the
welfare state to respond timely is the increasing rates of psychosocial phenomena in £Furope. In-
dicative examples are a) lack of resilience amongst families and young people, b) social exclusion
of migrants and people with different identities (i.e. gender, ethnic) to the dominant identity and
¢) lack of democratic values amongst people and professionals too. It is therefore imperative to
understand that all these challenges can also become opportunities for social workers, mainly te-
achers and trainers, in order to prepare students and future professionals face current difficulties.

Evidence across Europeindicate the need for reforming SWE curriculums not to a major depth
but to an extent that will bring into the academic discussion amongst students and teacher, topics
such as radicalisation, extremism and mental health across life span. Practitioners were not ready
to face all these numbers of people who fled their homes being forced due to political, religious or
ethnic vies and beliefs. Problems such as prejudices amongst practitioners, lack of intercultural
skills, lack of skills related to trauma and forced migration (Kakela 2019), are some of the issues
we come across the past few years either through research evidence or based on supervisor-su-
pervisee relationship.

[t is of utmost importance to understand the relationship between practice, research and tea-
ching. Social Work Curriculums should reflect the reality out in the field thus future social workers
will be prepared to work efficiently with vulnerable groups (Yu 2016). Lessons learnt from our
day-to-day practice should be demonstrated in SWE curriculums as to offer the opportunity to
students to relate with reality (Panagiotopoulos et al. 2024). Academic curriculums should teach
students current concepts and theories however should also work on current issues that are con-
temporary and they need to know up to what extent are capable of working with different groups
of people in different settings and contexts. Personal and professional development should be lin-
ked and impact one to each other.

Nowadays social work practice is becoming inextricably linked to contemporary phenomena
thus a well structured SWE curriculum will prepare skilful practitioners to deal with the most
emerging phenomena.

In the third decade of the 21st century, social work, reflecting on its century of scientific and
research development, is once again returning to the principle of internationality. Especially in
connection with the migration waves that involve all world powers, which have been faced with a
serious solution to international results in improving the lives of the world's population.

To determine the extent to which social work has succeeded in expanding knowledge and sup-
porting communication in the field of social development, social security and social services is the
task of the monothematic issue of our journal. In this scientific context, it focuses mainly on inter-
national topics in the field of therapeutic interventions and the protection of human rights. Con-
tributors present theoretical or empirical studies, as well as examples of good practice, within the
framework of scientific and professional discussion. Kvetoslava Repkova addresses methodolog-
ical issues and practical experiences with humanitarian assistance to persons with disabilities
from Ukraine. Winnie Rugutt examines the impact of growing public dissatisfaction with economic
policies, governance and human rights on national cohesion and the image of Kenyain the inter-
national context. Ema Choutkova and Martina KaSova point out the interdisciplinary sociolinguis-
tic connection of topics related to the LGBTI+ community and its image in the field of S/ovakand
German socio-political discourse. Jolanda Berends addresses the history of international social
work and the internationalization of social work curricula, emphasizing the importance of sharing
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local practices of social workers. Michaela Skyba analyzes the importance of social work in sup-
porting intergenerational solidarity by reflecting on the socio-political and educational frame-
work influencing the performance of social workers and the quality of their preparation for prac-
tice. Amelyn Laro pays attention to the transformation of social work education through a modu-
lar approach. Zuzana Poklembova presents a subjective assessment of the order of importance of
individual sustainable development goals through research findings. At the end of the issue of the
Journal of Sociotherapy dedicated to international social work, Kvetoslava Repkova asks and sim-
ultaneously answers the question of whether social work can be non-international if its practice
is significantly determined by socio-political frameworks. The scientific dimension is richly com-
plemented by presentations of activities that verify the validity of theoretical and scientific re-
search.

Beata Balogovd, Christos Panagiotopoulus, Zuzana Poklembovd, Michaela Skyba
(editors of the issue)
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HUMANITARNA POMOC OSOBAM SO
ZDRAVOTNYM POSTIHNUTIM Z UKRAJINY -
METODOLOGICKE OTAZKY A PRAKTICKE
SKUSENOSTI

Humanitarian Support to Persons with Disabilities from Ukraine -
Methodological Issues and Practical Experiences

Kvetoslava REPKOVA

ABSTRAKT

V ramci humanitarnej pomoci poskytovanej odidencom z Ukrajinyv kontexte vojnového konfliktu
posudzuju urady prace, socidlnych veci a rodiny od januara 2023 zavaZnost ich zdravotného po-
stihnutia za ucelom poskytovania osobitnej dotacie. Realizovali sme rozhovory so zastupcami
troch dradov za ucelom analyzovat' tato posudkovu skisenost, aké vyzvy prindsa pre socidlnu
pracu a planovanu reformu posudkovych ¢innosti od septembra 2025.

KI'icové slova: Posudkova ¢innost. Odidenci z Ukrajiny. Zavazné zdravotné postihnutie. Dotacia.

ABSTRACT

In the context of humanitarian support provided to refugees from Ukraine in the context of the
war conflict, from January 2023, the Labour, social affairs and family offices assess the severity of
their disability for the purpose of providing a specific subsidy. We conducted interviews with rep-
resentatives of the three offices in order to analyze their assessment experience, what chal-lenges

this poses for social work and the planned assessment reform from September 2025.

Key words: Assessment. Refugees from Ukraine. Severe disability. Subsidy.

uvob

Zaujem o vyskum zamerany na otdzky
migracie 0séb z Ukrajiny na Slovensko, a to,
aké odborné vyzvy to prinaSa pre socidlnu
pracu (Payne 2023), ma v tematickom
portféliu  vyskumnej Ccinnosti InStitatu
edukoldgie a socidlnej prace Filozofickej
fakulty Presovskej univerzity v PreSove
(d’alej len ,IESP*) svoju tradiciu (Balogova
2024). V ramci aktudlneho socialno-
politického a bezpelnostného kontextu ma
IESP v ramci projektu VEGA! ambiciu
prispiet k identifikdcii moZnosti socialnej
prace posudzovat naro¢nu Zivotnu situdciu
0s6b z Ukrajiny za ucCelom poskytovania
zodpovedajicej podpory a pomoci smerom k

1 VEGA ¢. 1/0535/23 Integrdcia ukrajinskych migran-
tov a postdenie ndrocnej Zivotnej situdcie spojenej
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ich integracii v novom zZivotnom priestore. V
jednotlivych fazach vedecko-vyskumného
projektu sa planuje skiimat’ aj rozlicné tlohy
Specializovanej Statnej spravy (dradov
prace, socidlnych veci a rodiny; dalej len
yurady”) v tejto oblasti, vratane pdsobnosti
posudzovat od janudra 2023 u migrujdcich
os6b ich funk¢ny stav za ucelom
poskytovania opakovanej dotacie na
podporu humanitarnej pomoci osobe so
zavaznych zdravotnym postihnutim (d’alej
len ,dotacia®).

Predstavime legislativny a metodologicky
ramec predmetnej formy humanitdrnej
pomoci a skdsenosti vybranych dradov s jej

s krizou vyvolanou vojnovym konfliktom optikou so-
cidlnej price.



poskytovanim, a to aj v kontexte reformy
posudkovych  cinnosti, ktora bola v
narodnych podmienkach prijatd koncom
novembra 2024 a bude sa implementovat od
septembra 2025 (MPSVR SR, 2024 [cit. 2024-
12-11)).

1 Legislativny a metodologicky ramec
dotac¢nej schémy

V stadii sa nebudeme podrobnejsie
venovat vychodiskovym terminologickym

otazkam suvisiacim SO socialnou
posudkovou cinnostou, nakolko sme im
venovali intenzivnu pozornost v

predchadzajucom obdobi. Sumarne len
zrekapitulujeme, Ze socidlna posudkova
¢innost' sa v ramci individudlnej/pripadovej
socidlnej prdce orientuje na systémové
vztahy cloveka - v — prostredi ako zdkladu
pre ucely primeranej socidlnej intervencie
(blizsie pozri Repkova 2020).

Individualne posudzovanie sa vykonava
aj pre potreby predmetnej dotacie, pricom
jeho podmienky sd pravne regulované
ustanovenim §3n a suvisiacej prilohy
nariadenia viddy SR ¢ 131/2022 Z. z o
niektorych opatreniach v oblasti dotdcii v
posobnosti Ministerstva prdce, socidlnych
vecl a rodiny Slovenskej republiky v case
mimoriadnej situdcie, nudzového stavu
alebo vynimocného stavu vyhliseného v
suvislosti s hromadnym prilevom cudzincov
na tizemie Slovenskej republiky spésobenym
ozbrojenym konfliktom na tzemi Ukrajiny
(2022, [cit. 2024-12-10]. V nariadeni sa
uvadza, Ze:

e dotdcia sa poskytuje osobam s

osobitnou ochranou, ktorymi su
osoby z Ukrajiny v suvislosti s
vojnovym konfliktom;

e podmienkou je posudenie zavaznosti
ich zdravotného postihnutia v silade
s prilohou nariadenia;

e v pripade, Ze miera zavazZnosti
dosahuje  40-59%, dotacia sa
poskytuje vo vyske 300€ mesacne; v
pripade Ze je to 60% a viac, dotacia
predstavuje sumu 508€ mesacne;

e od januara 2023 maju poOsobnost
posudzovat a urCovat mieru
zavaznosti zdravotného postihnutia

Strana | 9

urady, pricom moOzZu preSetrovat

socialne pomery
Ziadatel'a/Ziadatelky o dotaciu a
overovat pravdivost tvrdeni
uvedenych v Ziadosti o jej
poskytnutie.

Pre cely posudzovania zavazZnosti
zdravotného postihnutia sa vyuZiva 12-
polozkova verzia posudkovej metodiky
Svetovej zdravotnickej organizdcie WHODAS
2.0 (WHO Disability Assessment Schedule
2012, [cit. 2024-12-10]). Metodika sa
zaraduje do  skupiny  kontextudlne
orientovanych  posudkovych  metodik
(Waddington, Priestley a Sainsbury 2018)
urcenych na meranie funkénych Kkapacit
(schopnosti) c¢loveka vo vymedzenych
Zivotnych oblastiach (pohyblivost,
porozumenie a komunikacia, starostlivost o
seba, vztahy s I'ud'mi, aktivity v domacnosti,
praca alebo Skolské aktivity/ak je to
relevantné, spolocenské aktivity). Skima sa
schopnost osoby vykonavat tieto Cinnosti
bez tazkosti, resp. s tazkostami a na zaklade
bodovania prevedeného do percentualneho
vyjadrenia sa stanovuje miera zavaZnosti
zdravotného postihnutia a nasledna vyska
dotacie.

Posudzovanie zavaznosti zdravotného
postihnutia spravidla vykonavaju terénni
socialni pracovnici a pracovnicky uradov
(spociatku za intenzivnej spoluprace s
timo¢nikmi a tlmoc¢nickami dradov) a na
zaklade ich terénnych zisteni sa poskytuju
dotacie tym osobam, Kktoré splnili
nariadenim ustanovené pravne podmienky.

2 Vybrané Statistiky

V tabul'ke ¢. 1 st uvedené vybrané data,
ktoré nam na zaklade vyziadania
spristupnilo Ustredie préce, socidlnych veci a
rodiny. 7. prehl'adu dat je zrejmé, Ze:

e pocet poberatelov a poberateliek
dotacie je v roku 2024 vyssi ako v
roku 2023, pricom najvyraznejSie sa
zvysil pocet u 0sdb 60+ (569 v roku
2023 : 719 v roku 2024);

e celkovo bolo v oboch sledovanych
rokoch viac os6b z Ukrajiny
posudenych v  niZsom  stupni



zdvaznosti zdravotného postihnutia
(v pomere cca 60% : 40%);

e vyskytovali sa rozdiely v stupni za-
vaznosti v zdvislosti od veku: kym v
det-skom veku (do 17 rokov) Slo
primarne o osoby vyrazne CastejSie
so zavaznejSim stupnom (cca 20% :
80%), u dospelych a starsich osob to
bolo naopak - vyrazne cas-tejSie s
menej zavaznym stuptiom zdravot-
ného postihnutia (cca 70-80% : 30-
20%).

Tab. & 1: Poberatelia a poberatel’ky huma-nitirnej
dotdcie podla veku a stupria zavaz-nosti zdravotného
postihnutia (v rokoch 2023-2024)

Pocet
celkovo 40-59% 60% a
viac

2023 1451 58,5% 41,5%

0-17 337 16,9% 83,1%
rokov

18-59 545 77,6% 22,4%
rokov

60 a viac 569 64,5% 35,5%
rokov

2024 1665 63,6% 36,4%

0-17 333 23,4% 76,6%
rokov

18-59 613 77,8% 22,2%
rokov

60 a viac 719 70,1% 29,9%
rokov

Zdroj: viastné spracovanie na zdklade podkladov
Ustredia préce, socidlnych vecl a rodiny

3 Kvalitativna sonda

S cielom mapovania skudsenosti vy-
branych turadov s posudzovanim stupina
zavaznosti zdravotného postihnutia ako
formy realizacie sociadlnej prace vykonava-
nej v ramci humanitarnej pomoci osobam z
Ukrajiny sme v decembri 2024 realizovali
kvalitativnu vyskumnt sondu. Pre jej Ucely
sme vyuzili metédu polostrukturovaného
rozhovoru s expertom. Tato, v kombinacii so
stidiom dokumentov (nariadenia viddy SR ¢.
131/2022 Z. z.; webovej stranky MPSVR SR),
ponuka moznosti hlbsie sa vnorit a pochopit’
sposob, akym realizuju vybrané urady od
zaciatku roka 2023 svoju novi kompetenciu
a aké vyzvy to prinasa pre socidlnu pracu
vykonavanu v ich posobnosti. Rozhovory
boli zamerané na persondlne a manazérske
otazky (persondlne zabezpecenie
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posudzovania), procesné as-pekty (priprava,
vykonavanie navstev v domadcnostiach
posudzovanych o0s6b a vy-hodnocovanie
zistenf), ziskavanie spatnej vazby k
posudkovému procesu a jeho vy-sledkom ¢i
na vyuzitel'nost tejto skdsenosti pre buduci
vykon reformovanej posudkovej ¢innosti od
septembra 2025.

V prvej polovici decembra 2024 prebehli
cez MS Teams tri rozhovory, konkrétne s
veddcimi zamestnankyfiami a vedudcim
zamestnancom oddeleni penaznych
prispevkov na kompenzaciu tazkého zdra-
votného postihnutia a posudkovych ¢innosti
uradov v Michalovciach (d’alej ,R1%), Hu-
mennom (d'alej ,R2) a v Cadci (dalej ,R3“).
Rozhovory trvali 40-78 minuat. Pri vybere
uradov a interviewovanych osob sme apli-
kovali kombinaciu tychto kritérii:

e vychodny region, ktorého okresy
Celia dosledkom odideneckej krizy
najintenzivnejsie;

e lektorskd prepojenost s reformou
posudkovej cinnosti a metodikou
WHODAS 2.0, na ktorej bude od
septembra 2025 postaveny vykon
posudkovej Cinnosti na Ucely
penaznych prispevkov na
kompenzaciu a socidlnych sluzieb
podmienenych odkazanostou.

R1-R3 boli pred realizaciou rozho-voru
obozndmeni s jeho cielmi a kontextom,
poskytli informovany sthlas k Gc¢asti na roz-
hovore, k jeho nahravaniu naslednému
spracovaniu na vedecko-vyskumné tcely.

4 Vybrané vyskumné zistenia

S ohl'adom na limitovany rozsah Studie sa
sustredime najma na tie zistenia, ktoré sa
tykaju procesnych aspektov posudkovej
Cinnosti ako jadra uloh socialnych
pracovnic¢ok a pracovnikov (d’alej len ,SP*)
pri vykone tejto osobitnej pdsobnosti tra-
dov.

4.1 Na kontext zamerand posudkovd cin-
nost’

Posudkova cinnost ako Specializovany
odbor socidlnej prace je viazand na
individualizovany Zivotny kontext posudzo-
vanej osoby. Aj ked’ maju SP moznost ziskat



zdkladné informécie o situdacii Ziadatel'ov a
ziadateliek o dotaciu uz pocas prvotného
stretnutia na urade pri podavani Ziadosti, ku
skutocnej posudkovej praci dochadza az v
ich domacnostiach (v pripade dradu v Hu-
mennom aj v Azylovom tdbore v Humen-
nom) cielenym dopytovanim posudzova-
nych oso6b, pripadne ¢lenov a cleniek ich
rodin. Dopytovanie je Struktiurované podla
zavaznych otazok WHODAS dotaznika,
spravidla bez akychkolvek predchadzaju-
cich medicinskych podkladov.

Reakcie SP na nové povinnosti boli od
pociatku rézne: niektoré sa branili, brali to
,ako pracu navyse“, zaroven, citili velka
zodpovednost sprevadzanud neistotou, ,ako
to robit“. Vybrané vyroky: ,Kolegyiia
nedokdzala pochopit, ako to mo-Ze ona sama
setrit, ked’ nemd nejaky podklad, nejaké
medicinske ndlezy, ked’ vychddza len z toho,
Co vidi v domdcnosti” (R1). , ... urcite s tym
mala spociatku problémy, ¢i to zviddne -
urcit’ tie percentd podla toho dotaznika,
ktory je velmi strucny .. a kedy percentd
bezne urcuje lekdr" (R2). ,Zodpovednost’ za
priebeh a vysledky posudzovania bola
intenzivne pocitovand aj z dévodu, Ze nemali
k dispozicii zdravotni dokumenticiu za
ucelom objektivizicie uvddzaného stavu'
(R3).

V ramci stratégie prekondvania po-
CiatoCného strachu a respektu, stanovovania
nejakych pravidiel, ako je to vhodné robit, sa
prvych posudzovani v domacnostiach
zucCastnovali spolu s terénnymi pracovnic-
kami a timocnickami aj R1-R3. Spoliehali na
tieZ na predchadzajicu skusenost SP s te-
rénnou pracou ¢i s posudkovou ¢innostou a
teda na ich schopnost odhadnut, o je pri-
merané. R3 vyzdvihla aj skutocnost, Ze SP,
ktoré posudzuju, presli v rokoch 2022-2023
Specializatnym vzdeladvanim a WHODAS
metodika im preto nebola tplne neznama.

4.2 Podobnosti a rozdielnosti v posudkovej
cinnosti

Zaujimalo ndas, ako vidia R1-R3 po-
dobnosti a rozdielnosti v posudkovej ¢innos-
ti vykonavanej beZne na dradoch v ramci
kompenzacnej pomoci osobam s tazkym
zdravotnym postihnutim a tej, ktora sa vy-
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konava pre ucely humanitdrnej pomoci
odidencom z Ukrajiny. Podla R1 a R2 je
podstata rovnaka - pomoct posudzovanym
osobam identifikovat (pomenovat), ¢o je v
ich zivote dolezité a v com by potrebovali
pomoc. Dokonca, aj formy vyjadrovania
nespokojnosti si podobné. R2 v tejto suvis-
losti tlmocila skdsenosti terénnej SP: U
ukrajinskych Ziadatelov neupozorriovala na
ni¢ iné, ¢o by nezaZila aj so slovenskymi
Ziadatelmi ... ked’ nebola priznand dotdcia,
prisii na vurad. Ako nasi l'udia, ked’ sti nespo-
kojni: pridu, stazuji sa‘ (R2). R1-R3 sa
nezavisle na sebe zhodli, Ze posudzovanie
zdravotného postihnutia a jeho dosledkov
pre zivot Cloveka je vzdy velmi narocné.
Podl'a R3 je to vSak v pripade posudzovania
0s0b z Ukrajiny este ndrocnejsie. ,, ... kedZe
su odliceni od svojej rodiny a krajiny ...
Samotné vyplnenie dotaznika by sme boli
stihli aj za pol hodiny, ale oni sa vdcsinou
rozhovorilj, rozplakali ... tak to trvalo niekedy
aj hodinu 20 [minut; poznamka autorky]“
(R3).

Podla R1 a R2 spociva rozdielnost v
jednoduchosti spoluprace s posudzovanou
osobou v ramci celkového procesu o po-
skytnutie dotacie: podanie Ziadosti - posu-
denie v domacnosti - ozndmenie o vysledku
posudenia - vyplacanie dotacie (ak su spl-
nené podmienky). Jednoduchsi postup je
vSak mincou s dvomi stranami: ,Je to
nastavené tak, aby pomoc bola rychla a co
najadresnejsia, lebo humanitirna pomoc
musi byt poskytnutdi hned, teraz ope-
rativne ... ale je to tak trocha na vode a zavi-
si od osobnosti toho, kto posudzuje, lebo v
jeho kompetencii a rukdch je ten vysledok.
Musime sa spoliehat’ na to, Ze su to ludia,
ktori maji pochopenie, st empaticki, nie st
zataZeni nejakou osobnou animozitou voci
Ukrajincom .." (R1). ,Vela sa o tom
rozpravalo - pomdahat, ne-pomahat? Slovaci
maju na to rézne ndzory. Ale ked sme si
predstavili tychto ludi ako su vynati zo
svojich prirodzenych domovov takymto
tazkym spdosobom, tak jednoducho, ak vieme
pomdct, preco by sme nepomohli .. (R2).



4.3 Limity posudkovej cinnosti

Jednoduchost pravidiel ustanove-nych
pre cely proces sice napokon zmiernila
obavy SP zapojenych tradov z nadmerného
zatazenia dodato¢nou posudkovou pracou.
Priviedla ich vSak k poznaniu, Ze takto na-
stavené postupy maju svoje I'udsko-pravne
limity a neumoZiuju plnohodnotny vykon
kontextovo orientovanej posudkovej praxe.
Ked'Ze nie je vykonavana v rezime zakona o
spravnom konani, posudzované osoby sa
voci jej vysledkom nemdézu odvolat’a vyjad-
rit tak svoju nespokojnost’.

R1-R3 sa nezavisle na sebe zhodli, Ze by
bolo vhodnejSie upravit pravny reZim
poskytovania socidlnej pomoci odidencom z
Ukrajiny so zdravotnym postihnutim tak, aby
sa stali riadnymi ucastnikmi konania o
poskytnutie periaznych prispevkov na kom-
penziciu (napr. v ramci azylového rezimu).
Posudkova Cinnost a poskytnuté formy po-
moci by tak mohli byt komplexnejSie, lepSie
zodpovedajuice ich potrebdm a teda aj spra-
vodlivejsie. Uvadzali, Ze niektori Ziadatelia a
ziadatel'’ky prichadzali na trad prave s oca-
kavanim takejto komplexnej pomoci z titulu
zdravotného postihnutia. Boli ale aj taki,
Jktori to len prisii skisit“. Aj preto vyznam-
na Cast Ziadosti o dotaciu bola na zaklade
vysledkov postidenia napokon zamietnuta.

Sucast'ou zjednoduseného rezimu
poskytovania humanitarnej pomoci odiden
com so zdravotnym postihnutim je aj to, Ze sa
v ramci nej nevykondva kontrolnd cinnost'na
zistovanie efektivnosti poskytnutej pomoci.
Podl'a R1 a R2: , Toto posudzovanie je také
nechcené dieta, Ze musime to robit’ a sme
radi, ked’ to mdme postdené .. a som rdd,
ked’ je to posiudené dobre. A potom sa uz
tomu nevenuje nejakd zvildstna pozornost"
(R1). ,, ... ale keby boli nejaké tie mantinely,
moZ-no by to bolo lepsie, spravodlivejsie ...
neviem .. (R2). Kontrolnd <¢innost
vykonavaju davkovi alebo terénni pracovnici
a pracovnicky len za ucelom zistit, ¢i sa
osoba, ktorej sa poskytuje dotacia, zdrziava
na pévodnom mieste a na Uzemi Slovenska, a
teda, ¢i trvaju podmienky na jej vyplatu.
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5 Sumarizicia a vyzvy pre socidlnu pracu

Sprostredkovali sme hlavné zistenia o
skisenostiach  vybranych  tGradov s
realizaciou posudkovej Cinnosti zameranej
na pomoc odidencom z Ukrajiny so zavaz-
nym zdravotnym postihnutim. Zistenia indi-
kuju, Ze aj ked’ ide o kontextualne nastavené
posudzovanie, vykonavand posudkova ¢in-
nost nie je natol'’ko komplexna, aby zodpo-
vedala kaskddovému pristupu, ktory sa pre-
vazne realizuje pre UCely narodnej kompen-
zacnej politiky (por. Repkova 2024). Ak ma
vsak sluzit predovSetkym na humanitarne
Ucely, kedy ma ist o pomoc vel'mi operativ-
nu, ,tu a teraz“, potom mozZno vyuZivany
trampolinovy pristup k posudzovaniu po-
treby pomoci povazovat za opodstatneny
(por. Repkovj, ibid).

Aj ked iSlo len o kvalitativnu vyskumnu
sondu, nezavisle formulované vyjadrenia R1-
R3 nas posmeluju k formulacii urcitych
predbeznych implikacii a vyziev pre socialnu
pracu. Predovsetkym ide o potrebu zvysovat
pripravenost SP pracovat’ v kontexte
superdiverzity spojenej s objavovanim sa
novych druhov rizik a existencidlnych
ohrozeni, vratane migracie I'udi v kontexte
vojnovych konfliktov (por. Julkunen, Ruch a
Nurmi 2023; Payne 2023).

So superdiverzitou suvisi d'alsia odborna
Vvyzva, atou je schopnost pracovat a eticky sa
rozhodovat’ aj v neistych podmienkach (por.
§4 Etického kodexu vykonu socidlnej prace v
SR 2024), kedy niektoré koordinaty pre
posudkovid pracu nemusia byt dopredu
jednoznacne zrejmé (napr. od pociatku
urcenie pravidla, kedy si moZe posudzovana
osoba poziadat opdtovne o posudenie);
alebo chyba komparativna skusenost, o
ktori by bolo mozné sa opriet (napr. s
metodikou WHODAS); ¢i vyjadrenie inych
odbornikov a odborni¢ok (napr. po-
sudkovych lekarov). Eticky naro¢né moze
byt konanie SP vtedy, ked sa ich odborné
uvahy a zavery formuluju v atmosfére spo-
chybnovania opodstatnenosti pomoci po-
skytovanej odidencom cCastou verejnosti. V
kontexte vSetkych tychto neistét sa prax
vykonu sociadlnej prace (aj) formou posud-
kovej Cinnosti vytvara ,za behu“ a formuju ju
samotni SP.

’



Na zaklade vysledkov sondy napokon
zmienime potrebu poskytovania supervizie a
trénovania SP na spoluprdcu a komunikdciu
s lud'mi v existencidlne ndrocnych Zivotnych
situdcidch, medzi ktoré bezpochyby patri aj
odtrhnutost od vlastného domova a rodiny z
dovodu vojnového konfliktu. Podl'a R3 by
takato komunika¢nd priprava mohla do
budicnosti prinasat prospech nielen v
kontexte ukrajinskej krizy, ale aj v SirSom
kontexte prace s osobami migrujicimi z
dovodu vojnového konfliktu ¢i akéhokol'vek
iného existencidlneho ohrozenia.

ZAVER

Je potesitelné, Ze s odstupom casu videli
interviewované osoby v povodne ,vynute-
nej“ zodpovednosti posudzovania zavaZné-
ho zdravotného postihnutia odidencov z
Ukrajiny aj zdroj benefitov, najma v kontex-
te pripravovanej posudkovej reformy od
septembra 2025. R2 dokonca uviedla, Ze
niektoré principy z tejto skisenosti premie-
taju do svojej beznej posudkovej prace uz v
sucasnosti: , .. momentdlne sme v takej
situdcii, Ze sa este predtym, ako sa to bude
musiet, snazi-me nabehnut na to, Ze socialnu
posudkovii  cCinnost zaradujeme pred
lekdrsku ... naj-skor vykondvame terén, aby
sme vedeli lekdrom  poskytnut  tie
informdcie, ktoré im chybajii a ktoré nemajii
v lekdrskych ndle-zoch. A na tom stoji aj
ukrajinské posudzo-vanie: Ze nie lekdrske
ndlezy, ale najmd zis-tend socidlna situdcia ..."
(R2). Aj toje (mdze byt cesta k posiliiovaniu
odbornej pozicie socialnej prace pri zabez-
pecovani komplexnej pomoci osobdm so
zdravotnym postihnutim, bez ohl'adu na to,
kto st a odkial’ prichadzaju.
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DOMESTIC SOCIAL DISCONTENT AND GLOBAL
IMAGE: THE FRAGILE BALANCE OF POLITICAL
LEADERSHIP - A CASE STUDY OF KENYA UNDER
PRESIDENT DR. WILLIAM RUTO

Domdca socidlna nespokojnost’ a globalny imidz: Krehkd rovnovaha poli-
tického vedenia - pripadova studia Kene za viddy prezidenta Dr. Williama
Ruta

Winnie RUGUTT

ABSTRAKT

Medzinarodna reputacia Statu a jeho lidrov sa v globalnej diplomacii Casto povazuje za klicovy,
pretoze poskytuje uistenie spojencom a otvara moznosti strategickych partnerstiev. Aby si poli-
ticki lidri udrzali pozitivny imidz a reputaciu na globalnej scéne, €asto si pestuju silné medzina-
rodné osobnosti, ktoré vyZzaruju stabilitu a viziu. Tato praca skima spoloCensko-politické napatie,
ktoré vznika, ked’ vnutorné socialne negativne faktory — ako st ekonomické problémy, zlyhania v
oblasti spravy veci verejnych a obc¢ianske nepokoje - protirecia globalnemu imidzu lidra. Na pri-
klade Kene za prezidenta Dr. Williama Ruta analyza skiima, ako rastica nespokojnost verejnosti
s hospodarskymi politikami, spravou veci verejnych a I'udskymi pravami v rokoch 2022 az 2024
ovplyvnila narodnu stidrznost’ aj medzinarodné vnimanie krajiny. Na zaklade sekundarnych tuda-
jov praca situuje skdsenosti Kene v ramci SirSich debat o vztahu medzi domacou legitimitou a
medzindrodnou reputaciou. Vysledky tejto Stidie ukazuju, Ze v ranom obdobi svojho prezidento-
vania sa Dr. Willian Ruto prezentoval ako prominentny panafricky lider - presadzoval dedolari-
zaciu, klimatickd spravodlivost a oddlZenie. Jeho vedenie pocas inaugura¢ného summitu o klime
v Afrike a jeho zaradenie do zoznamu 100 najvplyvnejsich 'udi roku 2024 ¢asopisu 7ime zvysilo
jeho medzinarodny profil a vyvolalo zna¢nu globalnu doveru v jeho regiondlne vedenie. Toto
uznanie vSak bolo v ostrom kontraste s narastajucimi domacimi vyzvami vratane rozsiahlej eko-
nomickej nespokojnosti a protestov. Ked'Zze Kera Celila intenzivnejsSej kontrole zvnutra aj zvonku
svojich hranic, tento pripad zdoéraziiuje neistotu globalneho vplyvu, ak nie je zaloZeny na domace;j
legitimite. Stiidia zdoraziiuje zloZitd interakciu medzi $tatnou mocou, ddéverou verejnosti a medzi-
narodnym postavenim a tvrdi, Ze naruSenie vnutornej déveryhodnosti moze v kone¢nom do-
sledku poSkodit’ globalny imidZ krajiny, ¢o vedie k zniZeniu zahrani¢nych investicii a oslabeniu
podpory zo strany rozvojovych partnerov.

KIi¢ové slovd: Medzinarodna reputacia. Politické vedenie. Domaca socialna nespokojnost. Kena.

ABSTRACT

The international reputation of a state and its leaders is often considered vital in global diplomacy,
offering reassurance to allies and opening avenues for strategic partnerships. To maintain a posi-
tive image and reputation in the global scene, political leaders frequently cultivate strong inter-
national personas that project stability and vision. This paper examines the sociopolitical tensions
that emerge when domestic grievances - such as economic hardship, governance failures, and civil
unrest - contradict a leader’s global image. Using Kenya under President Dr. William Ruto as a case
study, the analysis explores how rising public discontent over economic policies, governance, and
human rights between 2022 and 2024 impacted both national cohesion and international per-
ceptions of the country. Drawing on secondary data, the paper situates Kenya’s experience within
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broader debates on the relationship between domestic legitimacy and international reputation.
The results of this study show that, in the early period of his presidency, Dr. Willian Ruto posi-
tioned himself as a prominent pan-African leader - championing de-dollarization, climate justice,
and debt relief. His leadership during the inaugural Africa Climate Summit and his inclusion in
Time Magazine’s list of the 100 Most Influential People of 2024 elevated his international profile,
generating considerable global trust in his regional leadership. However, this acclaim stood in
stark contrast to mounting domestic challenges, including widespread economic discontent and
protests. As Kenya faced intensifying scrutiny both from within and outside its borders, the case
highlights the precariousness of global influence when not grounded in domestic legitimacy. The
study underscores the complex interplay between state power, public trust, and international
standing, and argues that erosion of internal credibility can ultimately damage a country's global
image - leading to diminished foreign investment and weakened support from development part-
ners.

Key words: International Reputation. Political Leadership. Domestic Social Discontent. Kenya.

Introduction domestic and international promises

Despite growing recognition of the pivotal
role thatinternational reputation plays in en-
hancing a state’s strategic influence and dip-
lomatic leverage (Baser 2024; Crescenzi
2018; Goldfien et al. 2023), there remains a
gap between how political leaders are per-
ceived on the international stage and the
complex realities they confront within their
domestic environments. This paper defines
international reputation as the comprehen-
sive evaluation of the trustworthiness of a
country’s capabilities and intentions by
other countries in the international commu-
nity (Jiang 2022). Political leaders, especially
in emerging economies, often invest heavily
in crafting polished global personas that hig-
hlight visionary leadership, diplomatic enga-
gement, and commitment to pressing global
issues such as climate change, peacebuilding,
and economic integration (Renshon et al.
2018). These international images are care-
fully curated to project resolve and reliabi-
lity, thereby enhancing the state’s reputation
and bargaining power in global affairs
(Goldfien etal. 2023) . However, this external
projection frequently contrasts sharply with
persistent domestic challenges, including
economic hardship, governance deficits, in-
stitutional weaknesses, and social unrest,
which undermine the leaders’ legitimacy and
constrain their capacity to deliver on both
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(Brewster 2009).

This divergence between international
reputation and domestic legitimacy raises
pressing questions about the authenticity
and credibility of global leadership that is not
firmly rooted in broad-based domestic sup-
port. The literature suggests that reputations
are dynamic and contingent, shaped not only
by foreign policy actions but also by domes-
tic political stability and leadership choices
(Baser 2024; Crescenzi 2018; Goldfien et al.
2023). When domestic discontent and gover-
nance failures persist, they can erode the
very foundation of a leader’s international
image, leading to reputational vulnerabilities
which then affect a country’s relationship
with  foreign  development  partners
(Brewster 2009). Understanding this discon-
nect is therefore critical for comprehensively
assessing how states build and maintain
credible global reputations, and for evalu-
ating the interplay between domestic politics
and international perceptions in shaping
effective and sustainable leadership on the
world stage.

Kenya, a country located in the Fast Af
rican region of the African continent, offers a
compelling case study of this tension. Upon
assuming office in 2022, President Dr.
William Ruto quickly positioned himself as a
prominent advocate for African agency on



the global stage. He championed key interna-
tional issues such as de-dollarizing global
trade, advancing climate action, and refor-
ming global governance structures, notably
the United Nations Security Council. His lea-
dership in convening the landmark African
Climate Summit in Nairobi in September
2023 not only secured climate pledges exce-
eding $23 billion but also spotlighted his
commitment to addressing the structural
economic constraints that limit Africa’s cli-
mate ambitions (African Development Bank
2024). His Pan-Africanist advocacy - calling
for debt relief and climate justice - resonated
widely and reinforced his stature as a tran-
sformative continental leader. This culmina-
ted in his inclusion in Time Magazine’s 2024
list of the 100 Most Influential People, fur-
ther amplifying his international profile (J.
Worland 2024).

Yet, Ruto’s international acclaim coinci-
ded with intensifying domestic challenges.
Soaring inflation, rising unemployment, and
public disillusionment - exacerbated by the
controversial 2024 Finance Bill proposing
tax hikes on essential goods - ignited
widespread protests, particularly among ur-
ban youth. Although the bill was eventually
shelved, it revealed deep-seated frustrations
about governance, economic exclusion, and
policy insensitivity. These grievances were
further inflamed by recurrent corruption
scandals involving senior officials and ero-
ding public confidence in the administration.

The widening gap between President
Ruto’s favorable international image and his
declining credibility at home illustrates a key
dilemma in modern political leadership: the
challenge of balancing global recognition
with domestic legitimacy. This tension raises
important questions about how long a leader
can sustain international influence without
strong support from their own citizens. This
article investigates the relationship between
internal public dissatisfaction and the global
perception of leadership, using Kenya under
President Ruto as a case study. Based on se-
condary sources, the study explores how lea-
ders manage the competing demands of pro-
jecting influence abroad while remaining ac-

Strana | 17

countable at home. It places Kenya’s expe-
rience from 2022 to 2024 within larger de-
bates on the impact of internal governance
issues on foreign relations, particularly with
development partners, investors, internatio-
nal financial institutions, and broader
people-to-people connections.

1 Domestic Social Discontent and it’s role on
Global Reputation

The relationship between domestic social
discontent and a country’s international
standing has become an increasingly rele-
vant area of inquiry within international re-
lations. Various scholars acknowledge that
international reputation and the need to na-
ture it exists in global interaction. Mark J. C.
Crescenzi's main argument in "Reputation
and Learning in International Politics”
(2024) is that reputation plays a critical and
systematic role in international politics by
influencing how states perceive each other's
actions, which in turn affects the likelihood of
peace, development and prosperity of the
state. Crescenzi emphasizes that state re-
putations are complex, multidimensional,
and highly contextual, shaped both by a
state's observable past behavior and by the
unique perceptions of other states. A central
tenet of Crescenzi's view is that reputation
primarily signals a state's "competence"
within specific political contexts (Crescenzi
2018).

Reputation of a state and of its leaders is
often seen as a critical component in interna-
tional relations for reassuring allies and for-
ging new partnerships. Ekrem T. Baser’s ar-
ticle, “Reputations and Change in Internatio-
nal Relations”(2024), argues that a strong
reputation can deter potential challengers
and encourage partners to cooperate, while a
damaged reputation constrains a state’s in-
fluence and bargaining power. However, be-
cause a state’s resolve is unobservable and
can change, reputations are dynamic and
subject to revision based on new informa-
tion, making the management of global
image an ongoing strategic necessity (Baser,
2024).

The domestic political decisions made by
political actors within a state can either



bolster or harm a state's image abroad and
thusit’s reputation. Rachel Brewster’s article
“Unpacking the State’s Reputation” (2009)
notes that global reputation of a state is de-
eply intertwined with its domestic political
context, and that shifts in leadership or do-
mestic priorities can significantly alter both
the state’s actual behavior and how that be-
haviour is perceived internationally
(Brewster 2009). Brewster argues that the
conventional approach, which treats the
“state” as a single, rational actor whose re-
putation persists over time, is overly simplis-
tic and potentially misleading. Instead,
Brewster highlights that governments - com-
posed of changing leaders and coalitions -
equally play a part in influencing the out-
come of the reputation of the state. These po-
litical actors often do not always fully inter-
nalize their actions and the reputational co-
sts or benefits to the state as a whole. This is
particularly true in systems where gover-
nment turnover is frequent or leadership is
unstable (Brewster 2009).

Recent literature in international rela-
tions has increasingly challenged the assum-
ption that a state’s global reputation is
shaped exclusively by its foreign policy
conduct and how the state relates with global
actors. Goldfien et al. (2023) in the ar-
ticle “The Domestic Sources of International
Reputation”, underscores the reputational
significance of domestic choices. Building on
theoretical and empirical arguments they
contend that domestic political decisions -
especially those involving high-stakes costs
or salient national issues - can shape interna-
tional perceptions of leadership with a state.
The authors challenge the traditional view
that leaders’ international reputations are
formed solely through their foreign policy
behavior, especially in crises. Instead, they
argue that leaders’ domestic decisions - such
as managing protests, staging coups, or
pushing through contentious reforms - can
be equally or even more influential in
shaping international perceptions of their re-
solve and credibility. This insight expands
the scope of reputation-building beyond the
international arena to include domestic poli-
tical actions (Goldfien et al. 2023).
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A similiar view is shared by Renshon et al.
(2018) in “Leader Influence and Reputation
Formation in World Politics”. The authors ar-
gues that a country’s reputation is not solely
state-based; rather, they are dynamic and
contingent on who holds power domestically
and how that power is exercised. Since lea-
der-specific reputations depend on the lea-
der’s influence and actions, domestic poli-
tical environments - where leaders operate
and make decisions - are crucial in shaping
their global image. Leaders facing domestic
discontent or political instability may alter
their behavior in ways that affect their inter-
national reputation. Through survey experi-
ments involving hypothetical and realistic
conflict scenarios (e.g., a U.S.-Iran crisis), the
authors demonstrate that international ob-
servers update their beliefs about a country’s
resolve and trustworthiness based on both
the country’s past behaviour and the current
leader’s track record (Renshon et al. 2018).

Fangfei Jiang (2024) in “Understanding
International Credibility and Its Changes: Ta-
king China as an Example” agrees that a
country's global trust and credibility depend
on a multifaceted evaluation of its capabili-
ties including both domestic and internatio-
nal factors. The author identifies five essen-
tial pillars for maintaining international
credibility: hard power, governance and con-
tractual capabilities, domestic government
credibility and social cohesion, trustworthy
foreign policies, and effective international
communication. Using China as a case study
the author notes that despite the country’s
rapid rise in credibility post-Cold War, its in-
ternational trust was severely damaged after
the 2008 financial crisis due to perceived go-
vernance failures and policy inconsistencies.
The study underscores how reduced global
trust, stemming from both domestic and fo-
reign policy factors, can significantly impair
a country’s international standing, diploma-
tic influence, and ability to engage cooperati-
vely on global issues (Jiang 2022).

Understanding the dynamics on the role
of domestic factors in influencing internatio-
nal reputation is especially significant in the
modern world where democratic insti-
tutions themselves are under strain. A study



by Brookings Institution’s “Democracy & Di-
sorder” project situates domestic unrest
within broader geopolitical shifts, noting
that internal disorder in democratic states
has compromised the global credibility and
moral authority to push for stronger de-
mocratic ideals (Jones & Tausig 2019). The
study observes that rising domestic unrestin
democratic states has become more frequent
and intense, with direct consequences for in-
ternational credibility.

As internal protests, populist challenges,
and weakening institutions unfold, even tra-
ditionally stable democracies find their legi-
timacy questioned not just at home but ab-
road. These internal crises undercut the abi-
lity of states and their leaders to project mo-
ral authority or uphold democratic ideals in
global forums and in other states. For
example, the U.S. suffered a sharp global re-
putational blow after the Capitol riot in
January 2021, with Pew Research showing a
steep fall in international confidence in U.S.
democracy—from 57% in 2020 to as low as
17% in some allied nations in 2021 (Scha-
effer, 2021). Likewise, widespread unrest in
countries like France and the UK over gover-
nance and economic reforms has cast doubt
on their domestic stability and undermined
their influence as global leaders. These
examples illustrate how domestic turbulence
can weaken the external standing of political
leaders.

Low global reputation and diminished in-
ternational trust can significantly impact a
nation's economic, political, and social stan-
ding therefore having dire consequences on
the citizens. A study by Canayaz et al. titled
"Country Reputation and Corporate Activity”
demonstrates that negative shifts in a natio-
n's global reputation directly harm its econo-
mic interests through corporate perfor-
mance. The authors establish a causal link
between damaged country reputation and
persistent reductions in foreign-market sales
for firms originating from that nation ab-
road. These effects are amplified when firms'
branding closely aligns with their home
country identity and when media coverage
intensifies, confirming that reputational spil-
lover extends beyond immediate political
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consequences to erode internationally cor-
porate value, profitability, and growth of
companies originating from that country
(Canayaz & Darendeli 2024).

This position is shared by Adina Saniuta
(2025) in “The Impact ofa Country’s Reputa-
tion in The Economic Development of a Na-
tion”. The author argues that a country’s glo-
bal reputation and the level of trust it
commands internationally are critical intan-
gible assets that directly influence its econo-
mic competitiveness, foreign investment in-
flows, and export performance. It highlights
that low global trust increases transaction
costs, deters investors, and undermines the
country’s ability to effectively participate in
global value chains. The study emphasizes
that reputation is multidimensional, encom-
passing competence, likability, and trust, and
that countries suffering from diminished in-
ternational trust face challenges not only
economically but also in governance and dip-
lomatic relations. Such deficits erode social
cohesion domestically and weaken the global
image, limiting a country’s capacity to mobi-
lize resources globally (Saniuta 2025).

Together, the literature reviewed in this
paper demonstrate the intricate interdepen-
dence between domestic social discontent
and international reputation. They provide a
theoretical and empirical foundation for ana-
lysing how leaders are judged globally not
only by their foreign policy but by the rela-
tionship between those yielding state power
and public trust. This intersection is particu-
larly relevant in the Kenyan context under
President William Ruto, where a widening
gap between international acclaim and inter-
nal unrest underscores the fragility of global
leadership without domestic legitimacy.

2 Ruto’s Pan-African Vision and Global Po-
sture (2022-2024)

Dr. William Ruto is the fifth and current
President of Kenya, having assumed office on
September 13, 2022. Ruto's political journey
began in the 1990s where he served as a
Member of Parliament for Eldoret North
from 1997 to 2013 and held various ministe-
rial positions, including Minister of Home Af-
fairs, Agriculture, and Higher FEducation.



From 2013 to 2022, he was Kenya's first
elected Deputy President under President
Uhuru Kenyatta. Ruto's 2022 presidential
campaign under the United Democratic Al-
liance (UDA) emphasized a "bottom-up" eco-
nomic model aimed at empowering ordinary
citizens (Musambi 2013).

In the global scene, the early phase of his
presidency, Dr. William Ruto presented him-
self as a strong advocate for Pan-Africanism,
leveraging key policy platforms to elevate
both Kenya’s and Africa’s visibility in inter-
national forums. His diplomatic agenda em-
phasized climate justice, the restructuring of
global financial systems, intra-African trade
de-dollarization, and the promotion of regio-
nal mobility. These initiatives reflected a de-
liberate effort to reshape how Africa engages
with the world and to promote self-reliance
and collective agency among African nations.

Ruto’s role as chair of the Committee of
African Union Heads of State and Gover-
nment on Climate Change allowed him to
lead discussions on climate financing and
green growth. He emphasized that although
Africa contributes minimally to global emis-
sions, it suffers the harshest consequences of
climate change, and therefore deserves
increased, fairer climate funding from the in-
ternational community. He led calls for a ma-
jor shift in how climate financing is approa-
ched globally, encouraging a rise in Africa’s
share of investment in energy transition pro-
jects (Miriri 2023).

The Africa Climate Summit 2023hosted in
Nairobi the capital city of Kenya, which bro-
ught together numerous heads of state, cli-
mate specialists, and international develop-
ment  stakeholders, concluded with
commitments totaling $23 billion (Alushula
2023). President Ruto’s approach to climate
leadership went beyond advocating for clean
energy; he also spotlighted the deep-rooted
structural economic barriers that restrict Af-
rica’s ability to realize its climate ambitions
(Kabukuru 2022). Notably, Ruto emerged as
a leading voice in the call for debt relief ac-
ross the continent, asserting that unsustaina-
ble debt levels significantly constrain the fis-
cal space needed for green and inclusive
growth. This framing resonated with other
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African leaders, many of whom increasingly
recognized the link between debt vulnerabi-
lity and stalled climate progress. Ruto’s pub-
lic addresses consistently carried Pan-Af-
rican themes, urging African unity in the pur-
suit of climate justice and stronger financial
commitments from wealthier nations in the
Global North (Alushula 2023).

In tandem with climate advocacy, Ruto
pushed for reforms in the international fi-
nancial system. He highlighted the structural
inequalities embedded in global lending fra-
meworks that burden African states with un-
sustainable debt and high refinancing costs,
limiting their ability to invest in public goods
and climate resilience (Owino 2024). By cal-
ling for a new architecture that aligns public
finance with climate needs, Ruto joined a
growing chorus of leaders demanding a more
equitable global economic order (African De-
velopment Bank 2024). A further extension
of his critique involved advocating for
reduced dependency on the U.S. dollar in Af-
rican trade. This push for de-dollarization
was framed as a means to reclaim economic
sovereignty and build stronger internal fi-
nancial mechanisms within the continent
(Azeez 2023). Though implementation re-
mains limited, the rhetoric signalled a broa-
der ambition to challenge Western domi-
nance in global economic governance.

Between 2022 and 2024, President Ruto’s
efforts contributed to repositioning Africa as
an active and influential participant in global
affairs, rather than a passive actor. His asser-
tive diplomacy enhanced Kenya’s visibility
and credibility, casting the country as a regi-
onal leader advocating for structural reforms
in global finance, climate action, and African
integration. These initiatives held the pro-
mise of improving the continent’s negotia-
ting strength, securing more equitable access
to development resources, and encouraging
greater unity among African states. For Pre-
sident Ruto these bold stances earned him
recognition as a vocal advocate for the conti-
nent’s aspirations (B. ]. Worland 2024) .

However, even as Ruto’s international
standing grew, a wave of public discontent
was building at home. Economic hardships -



including a rising cost of living and contro-
versial tax measures - sparked growing frus-
tration among citizens. The disconnect be-
tween Ruto’s dynamic global posture and the
worsening domestic disaffection raised im-
portant questions about the sustainability
and authenticity of his global leadership
agenda. This tension between external ac-
claim and internal legitimacy would go on to
define much of his early presidency.

3 State Power and Public Dissent in Kenya

July 2024 marked a watershed moment in
Kenya’s recent history, as widespread street
protests erupted in response to the gover-
nment’s proposed Finance Bill, which sought
to increase taxes on essential goods (Bhalla
2024). Despite the government’s partial
amendments to the bill, protesters’ demands
hardened into calls to “Reject Not Amend,”
signalling a profound erosion of trust in for-
mal political institutions and processes (7he
EastAfrican Newspaper2024).

The state’s response to this unrest was
marked by excessive use of force and a
crackdown on dissent that further inflamed
tensions. Police deployed live ammunition,
tear gas, and water cannons against demon-
strators, resulting in deaths and hundreds of
injuries. Beyond the immediate violence, the
government engaged in a pattern of ab-
ductions, with documented cases targeting
critics and online activists since June 2024
(Ombuor 2025). As dissent intensified ac-
ross Kenya in after June 2024 the gover-
nment escalated its suppression of opposi-
tion through a combination of online and
offline tactics. In the digital arena, a fierce
contest over narratives unfolded, with state-
aligned accounts amplifying pro-government
messaging and targeting critics, while acti-
vists and ordinary citizens leveraged social
media to mobilize and document abuses. The
government’s efforts to regulate and monitor
online content, including Al-generated ima-
ges and viral political satire, further heighte-
ned the climate of intimidation and sparked
heated debates on free speech and digital rig-
hts (Wasike 2025).
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This response to protests begun to create
a stark contrast between President Ruto’s in-
ternational persona as a champion of climate
justice and African solidarity, and the harsh
realities of repression faced by his citizens at
home. The clash of direction between state-
driven narratives of progress in the global
stage and grassroots accounts of repression
illustrates how digital platforms have recon-
figured power dynamics, enabling localized
dissent to shape global perceptions.

Human rights organizations documented
cases of abductions between June and De-
cember 2024 (Human Rights Watch 2024).
These abductions often targeted those most
vocal against the Ruto administration both
online and on the streets. This was widely in-
terpreted as a deliberate strategy to instill
fear and deter further mobilization (Kirui,
2025). The Kenya Human Rights Commis-
sion and other civil society groups
condemned these actions, calling for accoun-
tability and the unconditional release of all
abductees (KHRC 2024).

The government’s response to the pro-
tests and abductions provoked not only local
outrage but also galvanized international
condemnation. Civil society organizations
and two prominent lobby groups called for
the cases of enforced disappearance to be
presented to the International Criminal Co-
urt, underscoring the gravity of the allega-
tions and their potential to plunge Kenya into
deeper political crisis (Mumbi 2025). Ke-
nya’s key development partners, including
the United States and the European Union,
expressed profound concern over the deteri-
orating human rights situation, warning that
continued repression could further isolate
Kenya diplomatically and undermine Presi-
dent Ruto’s efforts to position himself as a
continental leader (Nowrojee 2024; Otieno
2024).

In the 2024 Civicus Monitor Report - an
international research platform that tracks
the state of civic freedoms globally - Kenya'’s
civic space was downgraded to the status of
“Repressed” due to the intensifying
clampdown on civil liberties following
widespread protests earlier in the year (Civi-
cus Monitor2024). The People Power Under



Attack 2024 report notes that the state’s for-
ceful response to criticism and opposition re-
sulted in the deaths of at least 60 unarmed
demonstrators and the arrest of over 1,200
individuals. More than 130 people remain
unaccounted for, with report indicating con-
tinued abductions of protesters and online
dissenters months after the initial unrest.
These actions by security forces fostered a
climate of fear and severely undermined
civic freedoms in Kenya and the global re-
putation of it’s leadership abroad.

The evolution of protests from fiscal grie-
vances to broader systemic discontent ref-
lected how public dissent in Kenya was not
merely about material deprivation but also
about perceived exclusion from centres of
power and decision-making, which further
fuelled a sense of political and social aliena-
tion (Klaus 2024). The protests, largely
youth-led and coordinated, exemplify what
political sociology scholars describe as the
geographies of discontent—a phenomenon
where localized economic and social grie-
vances converge into a nationwide mo-
vement challenging the state’s legitimacy
(De Ruyter et al. 2021). By occupying public
spaces and dominating online platforms,
these movements have redefined the con-
tours of civic engagement, exposing the gro-
wing disconnect between the state and a di-
gitally empowered, politically conscious ge-
neration.

4 Industrial Unrest and Labour Union Strikes

Parallel to the street protests, Kenya ex-
perienced the longest and most widespread
industrial actions in its recent history (Ru-
gutt & Njoki 2025). Strikes by lecturers
disrupted academic calendars in public uni-
versities, leaving thousands of students in
limbo. These disruptions were exacerbated
by the government’s revised higher educa-
tion funding model, which made access to fi-
nancial aid increasingly difficult, further fu-
eling frustration among the youth (Abuso,
2024). Healthcare professionals, including
doctors and nurses, also staged prolonged
strikes over unfulfilled Collective Bargaining
Agreements (CBAs), crippling hospitals and
clinics and exposing the fragility of Kenya’s
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public health system (Musambi 2024). The
aviation sector was not spared; protests by
workers opposing the controversial Adani
Group airport lease deal caused significant
disruptions to flights, impacting trade and
tourism (Holland 2024). These labor actions
reflect a broader breakdown in the social
contract between the state and its citizens,
where the government’s failure to honor
commitments and deliver essential services
deepens distrust and resentment (Rugutt &
Njoki 2025).

The surge of strikes and protests across
various sectors in Kenya—including educa-
tion, health, and aviation—reflects a deeper
deterioration in the relationship between the
state and its citizens, a trend commonly asso-
ciated with governance breakdowns. Rese-
arch consistently points to a strong con-
nection between frequent industrial actions
and broader systemic governance failures,
especially where the state neglects its duties
in delivering public services, honoring ne-
gotiated agreements, and guaranteeing fair
access to essential goods and services (Is-
hiyama 2019). In Kenya’s case, the su-
ccessive governments’ repeated failure to
implement Collective Bargaining Agree-
ments with healthcare workers, the intro-
duction of a contentious higher education fi-
nancing model, and its opaque management
of public resources - such as the proposed
airport lease - exemplify a pattern of incon-
sistent policymaking and limited responsive-
ness, which undermines public confidence in
institutions (Rugutt & Njoki 2025).

According to research by, Evans Getembe
(2025) the recurring labor challenges in Ke-
nya—such as delayed salaries, inadequate
working conditions, and unmet Collective
Bargaining Agreements (CBAs) - trigger re-
gular strikes and industrial actions. His rese-
arch indicates that when labor grievances re-
main unresolved, they often contribute to
broader social and political unrest, becoming
rallying points for public dissent and dimi-
nishing confidence in government insti-
tutions. The study underscores that inadequ-
ate enforcement of labor regulations and
sluggish conflict resolution mechanisms dee-



pen these issues, emphasizing the impor-
tance of strengthening institutional capacity
to effectively manage labor relations and
avert  governance-related  disruptions
(Getembe 2025).

5 Public Backlash Against Kenyan State Ini-
tiatives

The frequency and intensity of these stri-
kes in Kenya during the early phase of Presi-
dent Ruto’s administration underscore how
unresolved governance challenges can drive
social unrest, turning labour mobilization
into both a protest mechanism and a sign of
deep institutional fragility. Public dissatis-
faction with President William Ruto’s admi-
nistration extended well beyond economic
hardship, manifesting as widespread skep-
ticism and distrust of new government initia-
tives. This backlash is rooted in a broader cri-
sis of confidence, as many Kenyans perceived
state policies as poorly conceived, with ina-
dequate public participation, and discon-
nected from the realities of ordinary citizens
(Opalo 2024).

A prominent example is the rollout of the
Social Health Authority, Kenya’s new heal-
thcare system. Launched in October 2024,
the program was met with significant public
skepticism. Concerns about the system’s via-
bility, the persistence of out-of-pocket pay-
ments, and limited coverage have led to slow
uptake and mounting frustration (Abuso
2025). Similarly, the government’s labor ex-
port deals—such as those with Germany and
Middle Eastern countries—have failed to in-
spire public confidence. While these initiati-
ves were designed to address Kenya's chro-
nic youth unemployment, many question the
transparency of the recruitment processes
and the actual impact on the broader jobs cri-
sis (Frayer-Laleix 2024).

Perhaps the most contentious of state ini-
tiatives has been the introduction of the hou-
sing levy. Marketed as a solution to Kenya’s
housing deficit by the Ruto adminstration,
the levy has instead become a point of public
anger. Critics argue that it imposes an addi-
tional financial burden on already struggling
citizens without clear evidence of direct be-
nefit or robust accountability mechanisms
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(Kiriungi 2024). The housing levy, like the
failed Finance Bill 2024, is widely seen as
emblematic of a government out of touch
with everyday struggles, further fueling the
perception that public resources are vulne-
rable to elite capture and corruption.

The eruption of mass protests in June and
July 2024, initially triggered by the Finance
Bill, quickly expanded to encompass these
wider grievances. The #RejectFinanceBill
and #RejectNotAmend movements, led by
Kenya’s youth and amplified through digital
platforms, signaled a profound shift in the
country’s political landscape. The protests
were not only about taxation but also about
the perceived lack of transparency, accoun-
tability, and responsiveness in government
decision-making. Analysts note that this
wave of activism reflects a generational de-
mand for genuine reform and a break from
the entrenched corruption and governance
failures of the past.

6 Kenya's Role as a Sanctuary Under Threat

Kenyahas long been recognized as a regi-
onal sanctuary, hosting over 770,000 re-
fugees and asylum seekers, including large
populations from Somalia, South Sudan, and
other conflict-affected countries. Histo-
rically, Kenya’'s progressive refugee poli-
cies—such as the 2021 Refugee Act and the
recent Shirika Plan for refugee inclusion—
have earned international praise for expan-
ding rights and promoting integration
(Ikanda 2024). However, incidents in the
early year’s of President William Ruto’s ad-
ministration, casted doubt on the country’s
commitment to upholding international pro-
tection standards.

A series of high-profile abductions invol-
ving foreign nationals who had sought poli-
tical asylum in Kenya raised alarm among
human rights organizations and the interna-
tional community. The case of Dr. Kizza Be-
sigye, a prominent Ugandan opposition lea-
der, is particularly illustrative. Besigye, along
with 36 members of his political party, was
reportedly abducted from Kenya and forcibly
returned to Uganda, where he faced trial in a
military court (Al Jazeera 2024). This pro-
cess, widely condemned by civil society and



legal experts, undermined Kenya’s reputa-
tion as a haven for political refugees and rai-
sed concerns about the violation of the pri-
nciple of non-refoulement—a cornerstone of
international refugee law (Ahmed 2025).

Similarly, the abduction and brief deten-
tion of Tanzanian activist Maria Sarungi Tse-
hai in Nairobi, followed by her rapid release
after public and civil society pressure, hig-
hlights the precariousness of asylum-see-
kers’ safety in Kenya (Ahmed 2025). Even
more concerning was the October 2024 inci-
dent in which seven Turkish nationals, all re-
gistered refugees, were abducted and han-
ded over to Turkish authorities. Despite Ke-
nya’s legal obligations under the 2021 Re-
fugee Act and international conventions,
these individuals were forcibly returned to
Turkey, where they faced likely persecution
(Muia 2024). Amnesty International and
other global human rights organizations
sharply criticized these actions, noting that
they occurred just as Kenya was making stri-
des in refugee integration and legal reform
(Kizito 2025).

These cases reflect a trend where bilateral
relations and security considerations appear
to override Kenya'’s international
commitments. The contradiction is stark:
while Kenya continues to launch progressive
refugee inclusion initiatives and advocate for
international burden-sharing, the gover-
nment’s willingness to cooperate in the ab-
duction and refoulement of asylum seekers
signals a retreat from its traditional role as a
sanctuary. This shift carries significant impli-
cations. Not only does it undermine the sa-
fety and rights of refugees and asylum see-
kers in Kenya, but it also threatens to erode
the country’s hard-earned reputation as a
neutral ground for those fleeing political per-
secution (Irtingli 2024). These actions risk
setting a dangerous precedent in the region,
where respect for international protection
norms is already fragile. The tension be-
tween Kenya’'s aspirations for global lea-
dership and its recent failures to protect the
vulnerable underscored the fragility of its
sanctuary status.
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7 The Fragile Balance: Kenya’s Internal Cri-
ses versus External Aspirations

Contemporary scholarship conceptuali-
zes societal discontent not merely as econo-
mic grievance but as a broad negative senti-
mentabout society as a whole, encompassing
eroding moral norms, distrust in institutions,
and perceived societal decline (De Ruyter et
al. 2021; Gootjes 2023). Kenya’s 2024 pro-
tests over the Finance Bill exemplify this phe-
nomenon, where youth-led dissent reflects
deeper disillusionment with governance fai-
lures and inequality - a sentiment amplified
by digital activism.

As the literature on state legitimacy and
international reputation underscores, a lea-
der’s ability to project influence abroad is
fundamentally linked to their capacity to ma-
nage domestic grievances and uphold de-
mocratic norms at home (Goldfien et al.
2023; Renshon et al. 2018). President
William Ruto’s first few years of governance
reveals a two-layered legitimacy crisis. On
one hand, President Ruto’s global leadership
initially enhanced Kenya’'s international
standing leading to investor confidence and
a positive reputation. On the other, systemic
protests and perceived governance failures
at home are likely to eroded investor confi-
dence and diplomatic trust. This dynamic is
consistent with research showing that global
shaming can influence domestic public opi-
nion, compelling leaders to navigate the pre-
carious balance between maintaining local
legitimacy and sustaining a positive global
image.

For President Ruto, the coming years be-
fore the end of his presidential first term
represent a critical window to recalibrate his
administration, address the root causes of
public discontent, and demonstrate that Ke-
nya’s global ambitions are grounded in ac-
countable, inclusive governance.The paper
concludes that rebuilding global trust requ-
ires strategic management of Kenya’s inter-
national reputation. According to Saniuta
Adina, this can be done through improved
governance regime domestically and a con-
sistent foreign policy internationally, which
are essential for restoring a country’s legiti-
macy on the global stage (Saniuta 2025).



In sum, the protests, strikes, and state
repression that defined Kenya's 2024 poli-
tical landscape illustrate the complex and
often fraught relationship between domestic
social discontent and a nation’s global image.
They highlight the urgent need for political
leadership that can reconcile grassroots de-
mands with international aspirations, lest
the fragile balance between state power,
public trust, and global influence collapse.
Concrete reforms are urgently needed to res-
tore public trust and consolidate Kenya's
progress on the world stage. Greater tran-
sparency in government operations, mea-
ningful anti-corruption measures, respect
for constitutional rights, and policies aimed
at alleviating economic hardship are essen-
tial steps. Without these, the disconnect be-
tween leadership and citizenry will only
widen, jeopardizing both national and regio-
nal stability as well as Ruto’s global credibi-

lity.

CONCLUSION

This article positions Kenya within broa-
der debates about how leaders navigate the
dual imperatives of maintaining domestic le-
gitimacy and international relevance—a ba-
lance increasingly difficult to maintain in an
era of economic tension and digital activism.
President Ruto’s early presidency (2022-
2024) epitomizes the tensions between glo-
bal leadership and domestic legitimacy. In-
ternationally, he has emerged as a leading
voice for climate justice, hosting the 2023 Af-
rican Climate Summit and advocating for fair
global credit ratings and de-dollarization.
Domestically, however, austerity measures,
tax hikes, and allegations of corruption in his
administration fuelled widespread protests,
culminating in the June 2024 #RejectFinan-
ceBill movement. President Ruto’s adminis-
tration finds itself at a critical juncture: its in-
ternational standing is rising, yet its domes-
tic foundation is increasingly unstable.

This paper concludes that, building a po-
sitive global reputation rests on delivering
inclusive development back at home while
managing external expectations. Weak ac-
countability and transparency often exacer-
bates discontent, particularly when global
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engagements are perceived as elitist or dis-
connected from local needs. The resulting
mass protests in Kenyain 2024 - led by a mo-
bilized youth demographic - have exposed a
deep rift between the government and its ci-
tizens, with many Kenyans perceiving the ad-
ministration as out of touch and unrespon-
sive to their daily struggles. Beyond its bor-
ders, Kenya’s reputation as a sanctuary for
political refugees and asylum seekers is un-
der threat. Recent abductions and forced re-
turns of foreign nationals have drawn
condemnation from international human rig-
hts organizations and cast doubt on the go-
vernment’s commitment to upholding inter-
national protection standards. This erosion
of Kenya'’s government moral authority and
its declining commitment to human rights
not only weakens its regional influence but
also risks diminishing its status as a hege-
mon in East Africa and the Horn.

This case reinforces the idea that global
reputation cannot be divorced from domes-
tic performance. As the Domestic Sources of
International Reputation framework
suggests, a state's international image is
shaped not just by its foreign policy, but also
by how it governs internally - particularly
during times of economic and political stress.
For Kenya to sustain its regional influence
and global leadership aspirations, it must re-
build trust with its citizens. This requires
more than policy reform; it demands a shift
in how power is exercised and how accoun-
tability is practiced. Ultimately, Kenya's ex-
perience offers a cautionary tale - and a lear-
ning opportunity - for leaders across the con-
tinent. In an age where domestic dissent tra-
vels as swiftly as diplomatic applause, susta-
inable leadership requires a unified front at
home and abroad. President Ruto’s legacy,
and Kenya’s place in the regional and global
order, will depend on whether the gover-
nment can bridge this divide.
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THE LGBTI+ COMMUNITY AND A FRACTION OF
ITS IMAGE IN SLOVAK AND GERMAN SOCIO-POLI-
TICAL DISCOURSE

LGBTI+ komunita a zZlomok jej obrazu v oblasti slovenského a nemeckého
sociopolitického diskurzu

Ema CHOUTKOVA, Martina KASOVA

ABSTRAKT

Cielom prispevku je poukazat na interdisciplinarne sociolingvistické prepojenie tejto zloZitej
témy a pritom identifikovat, analyzovat a pochopit rézne formy diskrimindacie, stigmatizacie a
predsudkov, ktorym LGBTI+ osoby Celia SirSom socialnom, politickom a kultirnom kontexte. Lin-
gvisticky rozbor negativnych vyjadreni osvetli komunikacné stratégie, ktoré s v sociopolitickej
komunikacii v slovenskom a nemeckom jazyku vyuZivané, a to najma predstavitel'mi krajnej pra-
vice.

KIi¢ové slova: LGBTI+ komunita. Diskriminacia. Komunikacné stratégie. Extrémizmus. Spolocen-
sky diskurz.

ABSTRACT

The aim of the paper is to highlight the interdisciplinary sociolinguistic interconnections of this
complex topic, while identifying, analysing and understanding the various forms of discrimina-
tion, stigma and prejudice that LGBTI+ people face in the wider social, political and cultural con-
text. The linguistic analysis of negative expressions will shed light on the communicative strate-
gies that are used in socio-political communication in the Slovak and German language, especial-
ly by representatives of the far right.

Key words: LGBTI4+ Community. Discrimination. Communication Strategies. Extremism. Social
Discourse.

INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, the educational process
emphasizes an interdisciplinary approach,
which provides a broader view of the topic
being treated: in order to understand
complex problems or to solve real-world
challenges, it is necessary to combine
knowledge from different fields. Many issues
such as climate change, migration policy,
social inequalities, for example, require a
multidisciplinary  approach, combining
knowledge of the social sciences, economics,
as well as the humanities and social sciences.
Such an approach provides (not only)
students with the opportunity to see the
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issue under study in a broader context and to
understand the interconnectedness of
different aspects of the world around them,
which improves (could and should improve)
their ability to make informed decisions and
encourages their creative, analytical and
critical thinking. We have seen such a linking
of the social and humanities sectors in
practice before (Kasovd and Tomaésikova
2021; Balogova et al. 2021; KaSova 2024).
Ordinary people in Slovakia are very
sensitive to social inequality, whether it is
inequality in employment and financial
evaluation or insufficient social assistance.
The latter concerns socially disadvantaged



or marginalised groups and, at the same
time, an ever-increasing number of
international migrants. The crises of recent
years have strengthened the position of
extremists (including those on the left). We
refer here to the global crisis associated with
the COVID pandemic, the European crisis
associated with the war in Ukraine, the
refugee crisis, the subsequent global
economic crisis and many others. The fact
remains that many political parties and their
supporters have built their success on these
crises.

In this paper we want to focus on the
LGBTI+ community and reflect on both
aspects that come into consideration in the
research in question. The social aspect is
relevant in relation to the work of social
workers who are able to provide support to
this community and advise them on how to
deal with the problems that these people
face. Here we refer to discrimination, various
forms of physical and psychological violence,
their own psychological problems, such as
anxiety or depression, related to family and
other social conflicts, and their sexual
orientation or gender identity. Social
workers assist in protecting the rights of
LGBTI+ individuals, particularly in cases of
legal or social discrimination. At the same
time, they also help to raise awareness of the
issues of this community within society,
leading to greater understanding, respect
and acceptance, supporting families seeking
to accept and support their LGBTI+
members. Last but notleast, social work aims
to help reduce their social stigma and ensure
that LGBTI+ individuals have the same
opportunities and protections as other
members of society and to raise awareness of
LGBTI+ community issues within society.

Understanding and recognizing attacks on
this community requires knowing the
environment from which these attacks are
most likely to emanate. This is the
environment of (not only) right-wing
extremists who incite hatred and intolerance
through their verbal attacks. It is thus the

2 The category "negative connotation" refers to the sec-
ondary meaning of a word that links the content of the
word to negative emotions. This applies to most of the
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role of the humanities, specifically pragma-
and polito-linguistics, to expose such explicit
or even implicit verbal attacks and thereby
contribute to the protection, tolerance and
inclusion of LGBTI+ individuals.

1 Objective And Methodology

In this article we will focus on the analysis
of the communication strategies of right-
wing extremists, especially in Slovakia and
Germany, in relation to the aforementioned
community. In doing so, we use a
combination of qualitative and quantitative
methods to analyse the source texts. The
qualitative analysis serves to identify and
categorize the vocabulary used in the
statements of right-wing extremists. We
identify key words and themes. We then
examine the methods and strategies used in
the collected statements to shape and
reinforce extremist ideology. This is also a
comparative research method, whereby we
compare the observed accounts of different
groups and identify similarities and
differences in the two languages. It follows
that linguistic  methods focus on
understanding the linguistic means used to
construct and disseminate negative attitudes
towards the LGBTI+ community.

The treated topic implicitly covers a
spectrum of didactic goals. Students should
understand the origins and characteristics of
extremism, in our case in particular,
intolerance, and they must understand that
extremists use misinformation and a
distorted view of the world in order to attack
human dignity, freedom and justice. At the
same time, they must be aware of and
understand the social diversity of society and
the many positive aspects that this entails.
The second step is to show how to refute
such incorrect arguments and explain them
logically, regardless of emotions.

2 Theoretical Input

The term extremism is quite common
nowadays and carries a largely negative
connotation2. It generally applies to

above words associated with the community in ques-
tion.



deviations from the common framework, but
also applies to other areas3 other than the
one we are dealing with, i.e. socio-political
extremism. We also encounter the terms
Nazism, neo-Nazism, fascism, neo-fascism,
nationalism, radicalism or racism in
communication and used as synonyms to the
above, which shows that the term is very
broad and can be used in a variety of
contexts, but is always associated with
extreme, often dangerous ideological and
practical attitudes. In the Concept of
Countering Extremism (Koncepcii boja proti
extrémizmu), extremism is defined as
»,verbal, graphic, physical or other activities,
usually associated with a distinct ideological
or other context which are carried out by
individuals or groups of persons with views
significantly out of line with generally
accepted social norms and with distinct
elements of intolerance, in particular racial,
national, religious or other similar
Intolerance, which attacks democratic
principles, the social order, fundamental
human rights, life, health, property or public
order."*

A typical manifestation of extremism is an
attack on the system of fundamental rights
and freedoms guaranteed by the
Constitution and international human rights
instruments, encompassing a wide range of
behaviours, ideologies and activities that are
radical, intolerant and often associated with
violence or hatred. Right-wing extremism
represents a political and ideological trend
that  espouses  strongly  nationalist,
conservative and even authoritarian
positions. It is associated with ideas of the
superiority of a particular ethnic or national
group and one of its main features is the
rejection of multiculturalism. The main
characteristic  features of right-wing
extremism are the rejection of the principle
of equality, overestimation of one's own
ethnicity, antipluralism and
authoritarianism (Stefan¢ik 2020).

3 For example, we are familiar with the phrase "ex-
treme sports'.

4 Counter Extremism Concept (Koncepcia boja proti ex-
trémizmu) 2015-2019, p. 3.
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The results of a 2017 FOCUS survey found
thatup to 71% of 1,025 respondents over the
age of 18 see extremism as a serious
problem. They are most afraid of violence,
physical and verbal aggression, riots or
disturbances. More than a quarter of
respondents are concerned about hatred,
intolerance of difference, arrogance and
vulgarity, as well as racism, xenophobia and
white supremacy. Other significant concerns
include fascism, Nazism, terrorism and their
supporters, anti-democratic tendencies,
often towards migrants and minorities
(Butorova 2017). In the aforementioned
research, 12% of respondents associated the
term extremism with the ZSNS and Maridn
Kotleba.

According to the Monitoring Report on the
State of Extremism in the Slovak Republic
(Monitorovacia sprdva o stave extrémizmu
VSR 2022) issued by the Slovak Ministry of
the Interior, the most dominant form of
extremism in Slovakia is right-wing
extremism, which accounted for more than
97% of all prosecutions, half of which were
committed via e-mail or the Internetin 2021.
Among other things, the report points to
findings that the number of primary and
secondary school pupils who have
encountered extremism and its
manifestations not only on the internet and
social networks, but also at school, in peer
groups and at home, has risen significantly in
recent yearss. We can mention at least two
recent incidents in S/lovakia - the shooting in
Bratislava's Tepldreri on Zamockd Street on
12 October 2022, where a gunman murdered
two people, and the most recent case of hate
murder in Spisskd Stard Ves on 16 January
2025, in which two people also died. Both
acts have been linked to extremism.

We also work with the term homophobia
in relation to the LGBTI+ community.
Homophobia is a form of discrimination, i.e.
the demeaning or putting down of a social
group. However, in terms of homophobia, the
homophobic group does not only include

5 Monitoring Report on Extremism (Monitorovacia
sprdva o stave extrémizmu v SR) [...] 2022.



lesbians and gay men, but all queer living and
loving people. Duden’s Dictionary (2025)
gives the basic meaning of homophobia as "a
strong [pathological] aversion to
homosexuals" - "eine starke [krankhafte]
Abneigung gegen Homosexualitit habend,
zeigend".

In linguistics, a distinction is made
between implicit and explicit homophobic
statements. An important role is played by
heteronormative social discourse, in which
heterosexuality is normal and natural, and all
other forms of sexuality are therefore
labelled as unnatural and therefore non-
existent. This heteronormative discourse
gives rise to homophobia and homophobic
language (Heinrich and Kretschmer 2019).

Kamenicka (2024) lists and characterises
the main actors on the Slovak and German
scene. The main actors on the Slovak scene
include the People's Party Our Slovakia
(LSNS), the National Resistance Slovakia
(NOS), the Slovenskd pospolitost’ (SP), the
New Free Slovakia (NSS), the Slovak Revival
Movement (SHO), the Sport and Defence
Organisations, and the Slovak Conscripts.
However, we must not forget that the
promotion of conservative or even
authoritarian positions may also lead to
unwanted reactions and some
representatives of political parties that do
not define themselves as right-wing
unfortunately may also express extremist
views.

On the German scene, we should mention
the New Right (Neue Rechte), Alternative fiir
Deutschland (Alternative for Germany, AfD),
the National Democratic Party of Germany -
Fatherland (Nationaldemokratische Parter
Deutschlands, NPD, 1964 - 2023), Die Heimat
(2023), [Identity Movement (ldentitire
Bewegung Deutschland, [BD), Pegida
(Patriotic Europeans against the
Islamisation of the West Patriotische
Europder gegen die Islamisierung des
Abendlandes), COMPACT magazine and
Sezession, the newspaper German Voice
(Deutsche Stimme), the association One
Percent (Ein Prozent e. V.), KVLTGANG - a
collective of right-oriented artists, Young
Alternative (Junge Alternative) - the youth
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organization of the Alternative for Germany
(AfD), the Institute for State Politics (Institut
fiir Staatspolitik), Antaios Publishing House,
PI-News - a right-wing extremist blog, the
parties Right (Die Rechte) and Third Way
(Der IIl. Weg), the Young National
Democrats (Junge Nationaldemokraten, JN)
publish the magazine T7he Activist (Der
Aktivist), the National Women's Circle (Ring
Nationaler Frauen, RNF), the Young
Landsmannschaft Ostdeutschland (Junge
Landsmannschaft  Ostdeutschland), the
Hooligans gegen Salafisten (Hooligans
against Salafists) of 2014, Hammerskins
Deutschland, Combat 18 (the Adolf Hitler
Fighting Group, abbr: C18 or 318), Fagle of
the North (Nordadler), Personal Potential
(Personenpotenzial), Free (Camaraderie
(Freie Kameradschaften), Reich Citizens
(Reichsbiirger), Self-Governing
(Selbstverwalter), Autonome Nationalisten
(Autonome Nationalisten), National Settlers
(Volkische Siedler), and Free Saxons (Freie
Sachsen). In addition to politically oriented
groups, sympathy for the right is also
expressed in the arts, especially in music,
which has a wide appeal, especially among
young people.

[t follows that the numbers of right-wing
groups on the Slovak and German political
scene are hardly comparable, which may be
related to the different size of the two
countries and their different populations as
well as the latter country's notorious past.

The last German Bundestag elections on
23 February 2025 also confirmed the rise of
right-wing extremism in the country, with
the Alternative for Germany (Alternative fiir
Deutschland, AfD) political party led by Alice
Weidel winning the second highest number
of votes, only behind the CDU/CSU
represented by Friedrich Merz. At the same
time, itis a sad fact that the AfDwon in all the
countries of the former East Germany, even
in the Berlin district of Marzahn-Hellersdort,
which is considered a so-called social
hotspot (sozialer Brennpunkt). This is the
tenth administrative district, the largest
prefabricated housing estate in the German



capital Ber/iné from the days of the former
GDR, where there are prefabricated housing
estates and a lot of people living in a small
space and mainly from the lower social
classes.

3 Practical Analysis

Thematically, we can divide negative
statements towards LGBTI+ people into
several groups. One group refers to them a)
as a "threat to traditional values”, as people
who allegedly threaten the traditional family
and cultural norms. Acceptance of different
sexual orientations and gender identities
could cause a breakdown of social norms and
traditions while being ‘wnnatural’ or
‘Inhumane’. The Prime Minister of the Slovak
Republic, Robert Fico, is trying, for instance,
to push through parliament a change to the
constitution that would guarantee that
Slovakia only recognises the gender of a man
and a woman when marrying. At the same
time, he unflatteringly used the simile 'We
must return to common sense. No one can
dictate that a cat and a dog can marry"
(Hospoddrske noviny 2025). He also related
this change to child adoption because, in his
view, "children need a mother and a father"
(ibid.). The Smer-SD party and its leader
repeatedly use the term "LGBT ideology" to
refer to modern movements fighting for the
rights of LGBTI+ people. The term often
denotes a kind of dangerous trend that they
believe threatens traditional family values.

We can see similar tendencies in other V4
leaders. Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban, who is a well-known supporter of
conservative values, also often criticises
LGBTI+ rights. He has said that the
Hungarian government will protect
"traditional values", demonstrating his
negative attitude towards marriage and the
adoption of children by same-sex people
(Extra plus2023).

Similarly, Jarostaw Kaczynski and Andrzej
Duda, both from the PiS (Law and Justice)
party, are known for their statements

6 Berlin has 12 districts with an overall population of
over 3,700,000. In addition to the above-mentioned
districts, there are Mitte, Charlottenburg-Wilmersdort,
Neukélln, Pankow, Tempelhof-Schoneberg, Steglitz-
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presenting the LGBTI+ movementas a threat
to the traditional Polish family. Duda has
actually said that "LGBT is perhaps a greater
danger than communist ideology" (Dennik N
2020).

Likewise in Germany, non-traditional
same-sex-partnerships have also been
targets of statements like "Die (Kinder)
sollten doch Mama und Papa haben!" " Nee,
das muss nicht sein. Da sehe ich die Mama
nicht [...]' (" They should have a mom and a
dad!"; "No, that's not necessary. [ don't see
Mama there [...]") (Heinrich and Kretschmer
2019).

Jorg Meuthen, a politician from the
populist and far-right AfD (Alternative for
Germany) party, has repeatedly spoken out
against the LGBTI+ community. He has
described it as an "ideological' threat to the
traditional family (AfD 2021).

Horst Seehofer, former president of
Bavaria's Christian Social Union (CSU) and
former German interior minister, has
expressed a conservative stance on some
LGBTI+ rights issues. Although his
statements were less extreme than those of
politicians from the AfD, Seehofer expressed
that the legalisation of same-sex marriage
could be a problem for "traditional values'
(Rohling 2017).

Klaus Kinkel, a former foreign minister
and prominent member of the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU), has described
support for same-sex marriage as something
that could threaten family stability
(Schwartz 2024).

Similarly, Beatrix von Storch, a member of
the AfD, has spoken out in favour of
protecting traditional family values while
opposing the expansion of rights for the
LGBTI4+ community, as has Alice Weidel,
who is also known for her radical views, and
has repeatedly opposed legislation that
expands the rights of LGBTI+ people. In the
past, she has criticised same-sex marriages,
arguing that they should not be considered

Zehlendort Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg, Reinickendorf
Treptow-Kopenick, Lichtenberg and Spandau.



on an equal footing with marriages between
a man and a woman (Klein 2018).

Another group associates LGBTI+ people
with paedophilia and therefore portrays
them as a ‘danger’ to children and young
people which can have a negative impact on
their development. This is a highly
controversial and false thesis that is often
used to mobilise the public against the rights
of LGBTI+ people, especially in the context of
debates about adopting children and raising
children in such families (Pravda2021).

Other groups may use terms such as b)
"disease” and/or "abnormality" when
describing the LGBTI+ community. Some
politicians even use such language to create
negative images. This approach refers to
previous diagnostic categories where
homosexual behaviour was labelled as a
psychological disorder, with members of the
community being ridiculed and stigmatised
as inferior.

For example, the ex-politician Jan
Carnogursky called homosexuality an
"abnormality"” and said that it was something
contrary to the natural order. The Christian
Democratic Movement (KDH) has spoken
out in favour of traditional family values.
KDH members, while not directly labelling
homosexuality as a "disease", have often
used terms such as "unnatural' and have
supported initiatives against legalising
same-sex marriage or the adoption of
children by LGBTI+ couples (Aktuality
2008).

Andrej Danko, the leader of the Slovak
National Party (SNS), has also been very
critical of the LGBTI+ community on several
occasions. Although he has never directly
labelled LGBTI+ identity as a 'disease’, his
rhetoric has advocated the protection of
traditional family values, while he has taken
a negative stance towards LGBTI+ rightsin a
manner which has sometimes been
perceived as pathologising and
discriminatory. He contrasts gay rights with
the "Christian state" (Dennik N2016).

7 0n 21 January 2025, this politician also made himself
visible in the European Parliamentwhen he made vul-
gar remarks against politicians with whom he did not
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Jan Slota, who has publicly stated that
"homosexuality is deviant behaviour" and
"not natural', has also described this
community as a disease. In 2010, in an
interview with the media, he stated that
"homosexuality is a disease that must be
treated' (Pravda2010).

Milan Uhrik of the LSNS (People’s Party
Our Slovakia) party is known for his radical
views, which are in line with the extreme
right. In 2020, during the election campaign,
he said in one of his statements that LGBTI+
rights are "wunnatural' and "harmful to
society". He has also spoken of the ideology
that supports LGBTI+ rights being
"damaging to the family and children", and in
some cases even expressed the belief that if
society allowed itself to be "taken over" by
this ideology, it could lead to the demise of
"traditional values'. Uhrik? also frequently
uses terms such as "LGBT ideology" or
"homosexual experimentation" to ridicule or
stigmatise LGBTI+ people and their rights
(Hlavné sprdvy 2024).

Marc Jongen of the AfD has expressed
support for conservative family values and
has described LGBTI+ rights as "unnatural”
and unworthy of legislative support (Bender
and Bingener 2016).

In addition to these two main
designations, there are others to consider. In
political discourses, LGBTI+ persons can be
portrayed from an ethical perspective as c)
"subversives of society” who seek to disrupt
public order and customs, leading to moral
chaos, or "enemies of the state" who try to
assert their rights at any cost, or even "scum”
- "pliaga", with the aim of inducing fear. It
was this expression that was used by the
chairman of the Christian Democratic
Movement (KDH), Milan Majersky, in
September 2023, which provoked sharp
criticism from liberal politicians and
organisations. = When asked whether
corruption or LGBTI+ is a bigger threat to
Slovakia, he replied: "Both are the
misfortune of any country, not only Slovakia

share the same opinion, and the President of the Euro-
pean Parliament, Roberta Metsola, subsequently cut off
his microphone, saying that she would not tolerate
such behaviour.



- both corruption and LGBTI+. They are
scourges (pliagy) that are destroying the
country” (Dennik N 2023). Majersky was
supported by Milan Krajniak, former
Minister of Labourand MP of the Sme rodina
party,who is facing a criminal charge for this
(Pravda2023).

Comparisons of community d) to violent
rulers / "dictators" form another rather large
group, with the epithets rainbow (liberal)
dictators, or rainbow dictatorship or liberal
dictatorship often used. Of course, this is a
negative and inaccurate term that simplifies
complex issues concerning the rights,
equality and freedom of individuals. It is
used to reinforce the perception of current
efforts to promote gender equality and
support the rights of the LGBTI+ community
as a form of dictatorship that seeks to enforce
certain values and norms at the expense of
traditional or religious beliefs. " The rainbow
dictatorship is losing. No one will say it out
loud because they would be beaten with
sticks, but at the last election people made
their voices clear" (Pravda 2024). In this
group we also include rainbow imperialists
and rainbow preachers. The former term is
used in Slovak public discourse to refer to
groups or individuals who promote the
rights of the LGBTI+ community and liberal
values, the implication being that they
impose these values on other cultures or
societies. An article in the Standard discusses
how some critics view Western countries as
'rainbow preachers' (Danish 2022) who seek
to impose their values on other countries,
which can be seen as a form of neo-
colonialism or ‘rainbow imperialism'’.

The term "gender totalitarianism" was
used in connection with this by the Slovak
politician Marian Kuffa, a priest and member
of the National Council of the Slovak Republic
for the Christian Union party. In an interview
with LifeNews.sk he said, "/ wanted a person
professing faith to understand that gender
totalitarianism is a project directed against
God and the family" (Life News 2025). The
term reflects the perception of current
efforts towards gender equality and the
promotion of the rights of the LGBTI+
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community as a totalitarian approach to
social norms and values.

We have also encountered the negative
term "gender activists" or "transgender
activists" (Lukac 2021), which is supposed to
refer to people who fight for equality
between the sexes and support legislative
changes in this area. Again, such people are
allegedly trying to undermine traditional
family values.

This thematic group also includes the
labelling of LGBTI+ people as e) "fascists",
with the attribute (neo)liberal. However, this
term is problematic because fascism is
historically associated with totalitarian
regimes that have sought to suppress any
opposition and is considered a far-right
ideology. The association with 'liberalism’,
which refers to policies aimed at protecting
individual freedoms and equality, is
inappropriate and puts the positive
connotation of the word liberal in a negative
light. The Georgian Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze stated how his government
would do ‘everything necessary to
completely eradicate liberal fascism in
Georgia' (Standard2024).

The term "neoliberals" is used in Slovak
public discourse to refer to persons or
groups that promote neoliberal economic
policies; itis usually used in conjunction with
the adjective ‘nasty’ as in "nasty neoliberals'.
This is a statement by the Slovak politician
Milan Krajniak, who claims that "the Sme
rodina party rejects the ugly neoliberal
policy, which is concerned only with
percentages and does not care about the
needs of the people" (Dennik N2021).

Andrej Danko, the current SNS chairman,
also used a number of terms in an RTVS pre-
election debate that portray the LGBTI+
community in a negative sense, including
"the agenda of progressive forces", "liberal
agenda', and "LGBTI ideology", referring to
the political and ideological efforts of
progressive groups that he believed were
aimed at changing the traditional values of
Slovakia and which he considered unnatural
or dangerous. He repeatedly criticized so-
called "progressive forces" and the "liberal
agenda', which in his view threatened the



traditional values of Slovakia (Dennik N
2023).

The term "extremism" is also used in
conjunction with "liberal". It was used by
Dagmar Kramplova (2024), Vice-
Chairwoman of the Slovak National
Assembly, Member of the National Assembly
of the Slovak Republic, in connection with
RTVS and freedom of speech. She used it to
describe those who advocate for equal rights
for the LGBTI+ community.

More ostensibly "positive" evaluations of
this group, but again with pejorative
undertones, form group f). Here we find
terms such as "sun worshippers"
"slnieckari" or "right-wingers" -
"pravdolaskari" (Bechny 2015; Trachtova
2015). A politician who became famous in
2019 for labelling a member of the LGBTI+
community as a "sunbather' was the
aforementioned Slovak politician Milan
Krajniak from the Sme rodina party. In doing
so, he expressed his criticism of those
involved in protecting the rights of the
LGBTI+ community and other minorities.
This exemplifies a widespread stereotype of
so-called sun worshippers’ who, according
to critics, often prioritise minority rights
over national and traditional values. In
Slovak public discourse, it is used to describe
people who are liberal, pro-immigration or
pro-multiculturalism. The term has also been
transferred to the media space and used as
an attribute from the mouth of the deputy
chairman of the SMER-SDparty and member
of the FEuropean Parliament l'ubo$ Blaha,
"the Sunshine Media” - "sinieckdrske médid"
(Brozik 2021).

CONCLUSION

From the above, it appears that negative
statements about the LGBTI+ community
are related to a social-psychological
propaganda strategy, which is one of the
most powerful tools for arousing fear and
hatred, e.g. by calling for action rather than
standing by and watching because the
situation is so dire. Similarly, it is a strategy
of dehumanisation, which is equally
designed to provoke fear and disgust. All of
the language used is considered hateful
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because it uses dehumanising language and
associates LGBTI+ communities with
negative stereotypes, further marginalising
these people in society. Associated with
these is a strategy of emotionalisation and
lying, such as the paedophilia issue
mentioned above. We may also mention the
strategy of creating an enemy. Politicians
who use these strategic images aim to
polarise society and exploit the issue to
further their own interests.

Germany is one of the most progressive
countries in the area of LGBTI+ rights and
most politicians support equal rights for
LGBTI+ people. Nevertheless, there are
occasional statements from politicians from
conservative, populist and extreme parties
who speak negatively about LGBTI+
communities. During the last election
mentioned above, queer people were
forgotten by many parties in their election
manifestos, a fact true of the victorious
conservative CDU/CSU party, which only
expressed itself in terms of Tespect for
different lifestyles (Diiker 2025). However,
'values that are fundamental to our society'
are also practised in same-sex relationships.
Words such as gay, lesbian or queer do notin
the electoral programme of the far-right A/D.
The father, mother and child as the ‘core of
society’ must be protected from ‘transgender
hype' and premature sexualisation’(ibid.).

The SPD is a supporter of "Queer Life", a
movement fighting against hate crimes and
for an end to discrimination against queer
families in family law and the Parenthood
Act. Die Griinen is the party most committed
to the rights of the community. They want to
fight hate crimes, end discrimination against
rainbow families (Regenbogenfamilien) and
strengthen  counselling and  project
structures for queer people. They also want
to ensure that health insurance companies
cover the costs of health transition measures,
focus more on the lives of queer people in old
age, better protect them in the labour market
and improve the legal status of families with
more than two parents. Die Linke also
advocates for the rights of LGBTI+ people. It
calls for a reform of the law of origin and a
national anti-discrimination law, wants to



better protect queer places such as youth
centres and bars, and to crack down on
violence against queer people; it is
committed to comprehensive healthcare for
queer people - especially trans* people. It is
radically inclusive and socio-political,
making it the best choice for anyone who
wants a left-wing politics friendly to queer
people (Diiker 2025). The election results
showed that LGBTIQ* voters clearly and
logically preferred Die Griinen, with Die
Linke coming in second place (Neve de,
Ferch 2025).

On the Slovak scene, the most negative
statements have been made by politicians
belonging to the far right as well as by
conservative politicians, especially from the
Christian Democratic Movement which
professes proven traditional values, and the
Sme rodina party, which presented itself as
"protecting the family from threats from the
outside and from within" (Our Movement
Sme rodina). Among those who make
derogatory comments about the LGBTI+
community, there are also representatives of
the SMER-SD party, who present themselves
as social democrats, the largest and most
successful party in Slovakia.

From a linguistic point of view, it is the
frequent use of neologisms and especially
oxymorons, i.e. seemingly contradictory or
mutually incompatible terms, which creates
a paradoxical effect. An example is
Genderwahnsinn (gender madness). Gender
equality is seen by the right as unjustified,
insane, because women are mostly supposed
to bear children and take care of the family;
different sexual orientations are also
described as insane, and there is a right-
conservative theory that the "LGBT+ lobby"
would like to make heterosexual life in the
Federal Republic of Germany difficult or
forbidden, to destroy the father-mother-
child family, and to sexualise children at an
early age. Others include Genderpropaganda
(gender propaganda), Gutmenschen (sun
worshippers), Homo-Lobby (homo-lobby),
Ratho (naming a homosexual used to mock
homosexuals), Schwuchtelbinde (gay flag),
which is the name given to the rainbow
LGBT+ flag. The vulgar words Schwuchtel
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(faggot), Schwule Sau (gay pig) or the quite
simple word Prinzessin (princess) are
becoming normalized and are used to insult
the homosexual and to conjure up the image
of an offended and weak person. In this
context, we should also mention the
abbreviation /DAHOBIT, which stands for
International Day Against Homophobia,
Biphobia and Transphobia, which falls
annually on 17 May.

In the German context, we find the
expression  Sissyboys (pets, pussies)
referring to boys who misbehave and do not
actin accordance with gender roles. They are
referred to as soft, gentle or girly. And there
is also a term for girls, tomboys (manboys),
who do not behave and act in accordance
with gender roles. In German, we also know
the adjective tomboyish, meaning wild or
boyish (Dreier et al. 2012).
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL WORK: THINK GLOBAL.
ACT LOCAL. BE SOCIAL.

Medzindrodnd socidlna prdca: Mysli globdlne. Konaj lokadlne. Bud’socidlny.

Jolanda BERENDS

ABSTRAKT

Nakoll'’ko socialni pracovnici reaguju na lokalne kontexty, socidlna praca nebyva vnimana ako glo-
balne povolanie. Socialni pracovnici skuto¢ne prispdsobuju svoje postupy lokdlnym podmienkam.
Tieto lokalne postupy su vSak uznavané globalne. Zdiel'anie a vymena tychto postupov a metod
obohacuje socialnych pracovnikov, inSpiruje ich a posilituje d’alsi rozvoj profesie. Na ul'ahcenie
takejto vymeny skisenosti ma socialna praca uz takmer storocie niekol'’ko medzinarodnych zdru-
Zeni a sieti, ktoré umoZnuju zdiel'anie lokalnych postupov a vzdelavacich programov. V si€asnosti
sociadlna praca pracuje v zakladnom medzinarodnom ramci, ktory riadi profesiondlnu prax aj
vzdelavanie. Tento deskriptivny prispevok prevedie Citatel'a histériou medzinarodnej socialnej
prace a spomenie niektoré globalne zdruzenia a siete socidlnej prace a ich uspechy. Text sa d’ale;j
bude zaoberat' internacionalizaciou uc¢ebnych osnov socidlnej prace vratane pridanej hodnoty
a/alebo nevyhod medzinarodnej skiisenosti v zahranici.

KIic¢ové slova: Socialna praca. Medzinarodna socialna praca.

ABSTRACT

Because social workers respond to local contexts, it is often said that social work is not a global
profession. Indeed, social workers adapt their practices to local conditions. However, these local
practices are recognised globally. The exchange of these practices and methods enriches social
workers, inspires them and strengthens the further development of the profession. To facilitate
this exchange, social work has had several international associations and networks for almost a
century, which have enabled the sharing of local practices and educational programs. Today, so-
cial work works within a basic international framework that guides both professional practice and
education. This descriptive article will take the reader through the history of international social
work, by mentioning some global social work associations and networks and their achievements.
Furthermore, the article will address internationalisation of the social work curriculum and will
mention the added values and disadvantages of an international experience abroad.

Key words: Social work. International social work.

INTRODUCTION

The relevance of internationalisation to
the social work profession is frequently
questioned, with the argument that routine
professional tasks can be performed without
an international perspective. This article
aims to inspire the reader to shift their focus
from acting locally to thinking globally and
how being social helps us do so.
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1 International focus on social work

Social work does not only take place at the
local level. It can no longer be denied that
rapid developments in communication and
transport have significantly diminished the
boundaries between local and regional mar-
kets worldwide. Internationalisation con-
tributes to the social work field as well. It
broadens one’s perspective, fosters open-
ness to alternative ideas, and provides in-
sight into the possibilities and limitations of
intercultural communication. In addition,



methodologies developed in social work
abroad also bring us knowledge and experi-
ences (Gerull etal 2025). Those different ap-
proaches - in terms of culture, social and so-
cio-economic context - can inspire improved
approaches in the national and local context
(Cox and Pawar 2006).

Internationalisation can thus motivate so-
cial workers to enhance their knowledge and
skills. Something you take for granted your-
self need not be so for others. It helps put any
prejudices into perspective (Gerull et al
2025). People who are never encouraged to
view the world from another's perspective
are less likely to recognise the limits of their
understanding.

2 The emergence of an international focus
To illustrate the developments around the
international focus of social work, an explo-
ration of the history is given first. At the be-
ginning of the 20th century, cross-border
contacts between social workers emerged.
These social workers dealt with social prob-
lems focused on housing, child labour, alco-
holism and poverty. The realisation that
charitable efforts were inadequate led to the
pursuit of a more professional framework for
social work. In 1919, an innovative interna-
tional collaboration on social welfare
emerged, especially in Western Europe,
which was neither encouraged nor funded by
the government. This bottom-up initiative
was first put into practice by Dr Rene Sand,
the Belgian secretary-general of the Red
Cross (Zelenev 2018). In 1927, plans for the
first international conference on social wel-
fare were further developed in Prague. For
this, the national social work conferences
held in America since 1874 served as inspi-
ration. Eventually, the first worldwide ‘Inter-
national Conference on Social Work and So-
cial Welfare (ICSW1928)’ was held in Paris
from 8 to 13 July 1928. There were a total of
2,500 participants from 42 countries. This
conference is widely considered to mark the
emergence of an international focus on social
work (Cox and Pawar 2006; Zelenev 2018).
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3 Outcomes ICSW1928

One of the main outcomes of this confer-
ence was the establishment of three interna-
tional associations. Of these, two were estab-
lished locally, namely the International Con-
ference on Social Work (ICSW) and the Inter-
national Federation of Social Workers
(IFSW). A third international association fo-
cusing on social work education, Interna-
tional Association of Schools of Social Work
(IASSW), was officially established a year
later in Berlin (Cox and Pawar 2006; Zelenev
2018).

During the conference, it became clear
that social work is prevalent worldwide,
shares ethical concerns and has similar social
problems. In all participating countries, the
profession had a low status and was poorly
paid. At the same time, in many countries,
there was a shift from public to private forms
of social work, always embedded in a specific
local context. This made it impossible to ar-
rive at a universal definition of the social
worker (Cox and Pawar 2006).

World War Il temporarily threw a span-
ner in the works, but soon after 1945, social
workers sought each other out again (Ze-
lenev 2018). The goals were mainly profes-
sional development, professionalisation and
recognition of the profession. There was a
movement to develop professional codes,
along the lines of the medical professions.
These three international associations still
exist today and continue to promote ex-
change within social work worldwide.

4 International Federation of Social Workers
(IFSW)

Founded in 1928 as the /nternational Per-
manent Secretariat of Social Workers and re-
formed after World War Il emerging eventu-
ally as the International Federation of Social
Workers (IFSW) in 1956 (Cox and Pawar
2006). Nowadays the IFSW has evolved into
an international organisation with members
from nearly every country. Approximately
99% of its members are national profes-
sional associations. The association is struc-
tured into five regions, with IFSW Europe be-
ing one of them (IFSW).



The aim of the association is to promote
social work as a profession worldwide. To
this end, the organisation sets professional
standards and ethical guidelines, leading to
the first international code of ethics in 1976
(Cox and Pawar 2006). IFSW also speaks out
on global issues and promotes knowledge ex-
change through conferences, articles and
consultative status at the United Nations, in-
cluding UNHCR and UNICEF, and WHO,
among others. In addition, the Furopean sec-
tion also represents social work at the Con-
ference of Non-Governmental Organisations
(CINGO), in consultative status with the
Council of Europe (IFSW).

Members exchange knowledge and expe-
riences at various events, including the an-
nual Delegates Meeting. This gathering also
serves as a platform to discuss key initiatives,
such as the Eco-social Work Project. Another
example is the Responsive Project, funded by
the EU, which explores how social work or-
ganisations incorporate client feedback into
their practices.

5 International Council on Social Welfare
(ICsw)

The former International Council on So-
cial Work (ICSW) was created in 1928 in
Paris to strengthen social and professional
cooperation in the area of human welfare. At
the 13t /nternational Conference in Wash-
ington in 1966, the association changed its
name from ‘Social Work' to ‘Social Welfare to
better reflect the broadening of its scope,
without changing the abbreviation ICSW (Ze-
lenev 2018). The ICSW represents national
and local organisations in more than 70
countries. In the 1960’s, ICSW became active
on several continents, with more members
from low-income countries. Today, ICSW is
working through nine regional networks
(ICSW).

Advocacy, knowledge building and tech-
nical support are at the heart of global pro-
jects, with ICSW and its members actively
committed in various areas of social develop-
ment, social welfare and social justice. These
include issues such as food and nutrition,
welfare and health, social protection, educa-
tion and housing, as well as issues such as
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economic development, human rights and
community participation (Zelenev 2018).

ICSW collects and disseminates infor-
mation to civil society organisations, govern-
ments and intergovernmental organisations.
This is done through journals, reports, elec-
tronic newsletters and the website. ICSW
conducts research and organises consulta-
tions to analyse problems and develop poli-
cies. It also organises specific forums, semi-
nars and workshops on specific topics
(ICSW).

6 International Association of Schools of So-
cial Work (IASSW)

During the conference In 1928 in Paris,
Alice Salomon was asked to take over the
chair of the division on social work educa-
tion. At the end of the conference, ten differ-
ent social work school leaders decided to es-
tablish an association especially focused on
social work education. The IASSW was offi-
cially founded in 1929 in Berlin. Alice Salo-
mon became the first president (Kuhlmann
2001). IASSW's vision is to promote and de-
velop ‘Excellence in social work education,
research and scholarship across the globe, in
pursuit of a more just and equitable world’
(IASSW). IASSW is an international associa-
tion of institutions of social work education,
organisations supporting social work educa-
tion and social work educators, by develop-
ing standards to enhance the quality of social
work education (IASSW).

[ASSW newsletters, publications, and con-
ferences represent major links between
schools of social work worldwide to promote
social work nationally (Cox and Pawar
2006). The association also represents social
work education in a consultative status with
the United Nations. Today, the IASSW has
five regional associations, from which each
president is the vice-president of the IASSW.
This led to the construction of good coopera-
tion between the regional associations
(IASSW).

7 Stronger together for social work

As said before, these three associations
were founded almost simultaneously and, till
today, strengthen each other through close



collaboration. A significant contribution of
these international organisations lies in their
articulation of the fundamental values un-
derpinning social work, as well as in their fa-
cilitation of dedicated occasions for their
critical reflection and reinforcement. The
most appealing example of such a collabora-
tion is the global definition of social work,
which the IFSW and [ASSW last adopted at
their General Assembly in 2014 (IASSW;
IFSW): “Social work is a practice-based pro-
fession and an academic discipline that pro-
motes social change and development, social
cohesion, and the empowerment and libera-
tion of people. Principles of social justice, hu-
man rights, collective responsibility, and re-
spect for diversities are central to social
work. Underpinned by theories of social
work, social sciences, humanities and indige-
nous knowledge, social work engages people
and structures to address life challenges and
enhance wellbeing. The above definition may
be amplified at national and/or regional lev-
els.”

Furthermore, the IFSW and IASSW jointly
adopted the ‘Global Social Work Statement of
Ethical Principles, which remains un-
changed since 2018. Together, they also for-
mulated the ‘Global Standards for Social
Work Education and Training. These stand-
ards reflect both the universal values of so-
cial work and its global diversity, distin-
guishing between compulsory elements for
all programs and aspirational goals that in-
stitutions are encouraged to implement
when possible (IASSW; IFSW).

The three international associations work
together through the ‘Global agenda for so-
cial work and social development. They see
this as a guideline for social workers and ed-
ucators to raise the profile and visibility of
social work and to develop mutual partner-
ships. Itis intended to empower social work-
ers with greater confidence and strengthen
their role in shaping policy development. The
overarching theme of the Global Agenda for
2020-2030 is ‘Co-building Inclusive Social
Transformation’. Unlike the previous Global
Agenda 2010-2020, where the biennial
themes were predetermined for the whole
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decade, this time the international associa-
tions have adopted a more flexible approach.
An appropriate theme will now be chosen
each year in line with current societal devel-
opments. The theme of the global agenda
2025 is ‘Strengthening intergenerational sol-
idarity for sustainable well-being’ (IASSW;
ICSW; I[FSW).

Since 2007, the third Tuesday of March
has been celebrated annually as World Social
Work Day. Initiated by the IFSW, ICSW and
[ASSW, with IFSW leading its implementa-
tion, this day honours the dedication of social
workers worldwide. It highlights their com-
passionate efforts to empower individuals,
build resilience, and foster positive change.
Over time, the celebration has become a val-
ued tradition for many local universities and
social work organisations around the globe.
The annual theme is linked to the global
agenda of social work (IASSW; ICSW; IFSW,
no date).

Finally, the three international associa-
tions jointly organise the world conference
every two years in even-numbered calendar
years. From 26 to 29 June 2026, it will take
place for the first time in the heart of Africa,
namely in Nairobi, Kenya, with the theme:
"Harambee for sustainable shared futures".
In 2028, the conference will serve as a com-
memorative event marking the 100th anni-
versary of the international social work asso-
ciations (IASSW; ICSW; [FSW).

8 European associations for social work

Since the foundation of the international
social work associations, European social
work associations have emerged in increas-
ing numbers. For example, the IFSW has re-
gional associations, including IFSW Europe.
They promote worldwide on a more regional
level what IFSW means. Often, the national
professional associations are members of the
regional associations (IFSW).

Over the years, the [ASSW also saw the
rise of regional associations. The European
Regional Group (ERG) always had good con-
tact with the IASSW, but gradually the ERG
increasingly went its own way and became
independent of the IASSW. This resulted in a
name change to the European Association of



Schools of Social Work (EASSW) in 1980. The
EASSW started to work independently. In the
past 25 years, there has been closer contact
again and the EASSW now works intensively
with the I[ASSW.

The European Association for Schools of
Social Work (EASSW) develops social work
education and social work standards at Euro-
pean level. You can become a member as an
educational institution or as an individual. A
delegate of the board has consultative status
with the Conference of International Non-
Governmental Organisations (INGOs) of the
Council of Europe. EASSW organises a bien-
nial conference in odd calendar years. During
this conference, several awards will be pre-
sented, including the Most Innovative Educa-
tion Award (named after the famous Alice
Salomon), the Research Award and the Stu-
dent Award. In addition, special interest
groups (SIGs) are given a platform, both fi-
nancially supported to make this possible
and during the conference. Members can also
apply for funding for small projects and re-
gional events. EASSW offers the latest news
on FEuropean social work education, mem-
bers have access to the jJournal of Social
Workand are allowed to network and search
for suitable European partners for interna-
tional research projects (EASSW).

Even within Europe, we see more and
more branches these days. For example, in
1965 the Nordic Association of Schools of So-
cial Work (NASSW) was founded. This asso-
ciation focuses on promoting education in
social work by stimulating cooperation be-
tween universities and colleges in the Scan-
dinavian countries (IASSW; NASSW).

The Eastern Europe sub-regional Associa-
tion of the Schools of Social Work
(EEsrASSW) was founded in 2008. It is an ex-
tensive network of social work academics
from FEastern Europe and aims to promote
cooperation between schools of social work,
teachers and researchers in the region. In ad-
dition, FEsrASSW focuses on strengthening
regional knowledge and research expertise
within the global social work community
(EEsrASSW; IASSW).

The European Social Work Research As-
sociation (ESWRA) was founded in 2014 at
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the 4th European Conference for Social Work
Research (ECSWR) in Bolzano, Italy. The as-
sociation was established in response to the
growing need for a European infrastructure
for social work research and follows the suc-
cessful conferences organised since 2011.
The association aims to promote social work
research in Europe through collaboration,
knowledge exchange and strengthening re-
search capacity. ESWRA has over 600 mem-
bers from more than 30 countries and organ-
ises the annual £Furopean Conference for So-
cial Work Research. The association also
publishes the journal EFuropean Social Work
Research and an associated book series
(ESWRA).

9 International associations versus interna-
tional networks

In addition to the various international
and European associations, many interna-
tional social work networks play a significant
role in promoting collaboration. The official
associations are affiliated with the United
Nations (worldwide associations) or the Eu-
ropean Union (European associations). In a
network, professionals often represent inter-
national associations and carry out projects
together. For example, [FSW Europe is a
member of The European Anti-Poverty Net-
work (EAPN), which examines the state of
poverty reduction in various countries and
advises Brusselson it (EAPN, no date). Some-
times professionals are involved in a per-
sonal capacity, whether or not based on their
interests and the work they do. Furopean
Network on Intercultural FElderly Care
(ENIEC) is a good practice for a network with
social workers and researchers that focuses
on older migrants (ENIEC).

10 Internationalisation of the social work
curriculum

The process of integrating an interna-
tional, intercultural, or global dimension is
an accepted definition of internationalising
the curriculum (Beelen and Jones 2015). In-
ternationalisation at home is one of the
streams in international education and com-
prises activities that support students to de-



velop international understanding and inter-
cultural skills (Beelen and Jones 2015). Ap-
propriate activities as part of the curriculum
are, first, the international classroom. This
involves being taught in an internationally
composed class of local students along with
students from abroad. Teaching in a common
language, mostly English, is needed as a
means of communication (Berends 2017a).
Second, when it comes to acquiring good
practices from abroad, international guest
lectures help to give an international per-
spective on professional practice. This is usu-
ally made possible by organising an interna-
tional eventas part of the curriculum. Finally,
we use international literature to highlight
concepts that are common in international
professional social work literature, making
them accessible to students during their
(study) career (Berends 2017b).

Internationalisation abroad is the other
stream in international education (Beelen
and Jones 2015). Therefore, the European
Union considers it important to gain
knowledge and experience in FEurope or
abroad, and therefore provides the FEras-
mus+ programme. Every EU citizen, regard-
less of age, has the opportunity to study,
work or participate in international partner-
ships abroad in the fields of education, train-
ing, sport or youth work (European Commis-
sion). Furthermore, students can go abroad
on a long-term as on study abroad (Berends
2017c) or internship abroad (Goossen and
Berends 2017). Another possibility is going
abroad on a short term as part of the social
work curriculum. A study trip or participat-
ing in an international conference are good
examples for this (Berends 2016).

11 Added value of international experience
abroad

In highlighting the added value of a long-
term internationalisation abroad learning
experience, the study by Gerull et al. (2025)
distinguishes between knowledge, skills and
personal growth. Knowledge as a starting
point, perspectives on social work gained
through international experiences abroad,
foster critical reflections on social work poli-
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cies and practices at home. Exposure to dif-
ferent approaches abroad creates space for
critical awareness of domestic practices and
shows that what is familiar is not necessarily
universal. In many cases, internships take
place in contexts where social work is highly
valued, and interns are given greater practi-
cal responsibilities than they would normally
have at home. Regarding skills development,
students reported having learned a new lan-
guage, most commonly English. Additionally,
their cultural sensitivity increased as a result
of experiencing what it means to be a new-
comer. Being abroad required flexibility to
adapt to a new environment and the courage
to navigate unfamiliar contexts. In terms of
personal growth, international experiences
enhanced students’ confidence in their abili-
ties and strengthened their capacity to deal
with challenges and frustrations (Gerull et al.
2025).

12 Disadvantages of a long-term interna-
tional experience abroad

The study of Gerull et al. (2015) also men-
tioned the disadvantages of a long-term in-
ternationalisation abroad during your social
work studies. First, during the stay abroad, a
decline in proficiency in the native language
is often observed. The subsequent disad-
vantages occurred upon returning home. Re-
integrating is frequently more challenging
than leaving. Upon return, individuals often
experience difficulty remaining with the
same organisation for an extended period, as
they have become accustomed to greater au-
tonomy and seek innovative and challenging
work environments similar to those encoun-
tered during their stay abroad (Gerull et al.
2025).

CONCLUSION

This article underpins the added value of
an international perspective on social work
and social work education. Internationalisa-
tion supports social workers to broaden
their horizons in methods and skills. If you
want to add an international perspective as a
social worker, itis recommended to use a few
principles as a guide. First, actively seek con-
tact. By making contact, you expand your



network, create valuable relationships and
gain insight into the lives and experiences of
others. Foster international friendships
while being guided by the ethical principles
of social work. Apply regula aurea, or in other
words, treat others as you would like to be
treated yourself. Second, adapt to local situa-
tions and invent indigenous social work by
combining foreign and local expertise. Last,
broaden your horizons by gaining
knowledge and developing skills in social
work around the world. In short, to make in-
ternational social work part of your profes-
sion as a social worker: think global, act local
and be social.
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MEDZIGENERACNA SOLIDARITA - VYZVA PRE
(MEDZI)NARODNU SOCIALNU PRACU

Intergenerational Solidarity - Challenge for (Inter)national Social Work

Michaela SKYBA

ABSTRAKT

Clanok identifikuje multidimenzionalitu tloh socidlnej prace v oblasti podpory medzigeneracnej
solidarity, ktora je vysoko aktualnou témou v ndarodnom aj medzinarodnom priestore. Cez po-
stupnu analyzu teoretickych a praktickych kontextov formuluje vyznam socialnej prace a odporu-
Canie pre podporu jej stabilného postavenia pri rieSeni predmetnej problematiky, na ktorti nazera
cez optiku socidlneho vyldcenia, socialno-politickych vyziev aktivneho starnutia a teoreticko-
praktickych aspektov socidlnej prace. Tie sa odzrkadl'uja v teoretickom ukotveni medzigenerac-
nej solidarity v socialnej praci a scitlivovani Studentov voci socidlnej exkluzii klientov socialne;j
prace pomocou inovativnych metdd vzdelavania a medzigeneracného ucenia.

KIa¢ové slova: Socidlna praca. Medzigeneracna paradigma. Socialna politika. Solidarita. Socidlne
vylicenie. Service learning.

ABSTRACT

The article identifies the multidimensionality of social work roles in promoting intergenerational
solidarity, which is a highly topical issue both nationally and internationally. Through an analysis
of theoretical and practical contexts, it articulates the relevance of social work and a recommen-
dation for promoting its stable position in addressing issues viewed through the lens of social
exclusion, the socio-political challenges of active ageing and the theoretical-practical aspects of
social work. These are reflected in the theoretical anchoring of intergenerational solidarity in so-
cial work and sensitizing students to the social exclusion of the social work clients using innova-
tive methods of education and intergenerational learning.

Key words: Social work. An intergenerational paradigm. Social policy. Solidarity. Social exclusion.
Service learning.

GvoD

Cielom c¢lanku je analyzovat vyznam
socialnej prace pri podpore medzigeneracnej
solidarity prostrednictvom reflektovania
socialno-politického a edukac¢ného ramca
ovplyvnujuceho vykon socialnych
pracovnikov a kvalitu ich pripravy pre prax.
Konkretizuje potencial sociadlnej prace na
narodnej a medzinarodnej rovni prispievat
ku podpore medzigeneracnej solidarity
prostrednictvom  vybranych dimenzif
sociadlnej prace. Vzhl'adom ku ,bohatosti”
praxe socialnej prace a jej transdisciplinarite,
na tému nazerdme cez viaceré pohlady,
ktorymi st: 1. medzigeneracna paradigma a
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udrzatelnost; 2. socidlna exkliizia star$ich a
3. socidlna zmena. Prvy sa viaze ku
medzigeneracnej solidarite chapanej v ramci
vzajomnej vymeny a obohatenia a v kontexte
zachovania zdrojov pre sucasné i buduce
generacie. Druhy  pohlad suvisi s
problematikou socialnej exklazie starSich a s
potrebou vyrovnavania Sanci mladsich
obyvatelov  zZijucich v segregovanych
rémskych komunitach. Na socidlnu zmenu
nazerame prostrednictvom tretieho pohl'adu
prezentujuceho prakticky rozmer témy.
PribliZuje kroky k socidlnej zmene a k
vytvaraniu udrzatel'nych komunit



prostrednictvom medzigeneracného service
learningového projektu, ktorého teoretické
zaklady predstavujeme v nasledujuicej casti.

1 Teoretické vychodiska

Projekt podporujici medzigeneracnu
solidaritu v segregovanej romskej komunite
vychaddza z  cielov  komunitnej a
environmentalnej socialnej prace. Konkrétne
ide o potrebu aktivizovania komunity, aby sa
podielala na rieSeni svojich problémov.
Pierson a Thomas (2006, s. 110) vymedzuju
komunitnu socidlnu pracu ako oblast’ praxe

socialnej prace, ktora , sa usiluje podnecovat’

a udrziavat’ komunitni podporu pre l'udi v
nudzi. Komunitnd socidlna prdca pomadha
riesit’ socidlne problémy dotykajice sa
jednotlivca alebo skupiny, pricom hladd
podporu a rozvija siete formdinych a
neformdlnych vztahov: Sacasni i buduci
socialni pracovnici by mali v tomto zmysle
vnimat klientov v kontexte Sirsich,
existujucich, ale aj potencialnych socialnych
sieti. Okrem toho, k Specifikdm komunitnej
socialnej prace patri aj skutoc¢nost, zZe ako
metdda socidlnej prace pomaha l'udom v
ramci miestnej komunity pri rieSeni
socidlnych  problémov a konkrétnych
Zivotnych situacii (Younghusbandova 1959,
in: Hartl 1997; Levickd 2003). Osobitne
vyzdvihujeme jej zameranie spocivajice v
aktivizovani a podporovani formalnych a
neformalnych skupin 0s0b, ktoré
charakterizuje spolo¢ny znak odvodeny od
ich socidlneho znevyhodnenia (Coulshed a
Orme 1998, in: Pavelova et al. 2013). Zvacsa
ide o neorganizovanu skupinu l'udi spojenu
urcitymi okolnost'ami, ktoré ich
znevyhodnuju v  roznych  aspektoch
spolocenského zivota. Cielom komunitnej
socialnej prace by mala byt snaha o zmenu
mechanického zhluku I'udi SO
znevyhodnenim v samostatne organizujicu
sa skupinu s ustdlenymi vazbami medzi jej
Clenmi, ktora je schopna akcie (Musil 1999).
Prioritnym zaujmom je tak posilnit
schopnost’ tejto skupiny ziskat' kontrolu nad
okolnostami, ktoré st pri¢inou ich

1 K dalsim dokumentom upravujicim problematiku
udrzatel'ného rozvoja v nasSich podmienkach patri Nd-
rodnd stratégia trvalo udrzatelného rozvoja (2001);
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znevyhodnenia a posilnit u nich schopnost
kolektivneho rieSenia problémov ako
predpoklad zvySovania ich sudrznosti.

Podobnym cielom sa vyznacuje aj
environmentdlna socidlna praca, ktora sa
tiez snazi o transformaciu komunity, pricom
sa zameriava na otazky zvySovania
povedomia 0 negativnom vplyve
environmentalnych podmienok na zivoty
l'udi. Environmentdlna socidlna praca je
povaZovand za pristup a tieZ perspektivu v
socialnej praci s ukotvenim v ekologickej
perspektive a napojenim na
environmentalnu udrZatel'nost a
spravodlivost (Rambaree 2019). Ekologicky
ramec umoznuje fokusovat prax socialnej
prace na rozne dimenzie a interakcie medzi
Clovekom a jeho prostredim. Hoci by sa na
prvy pohl'ad mohlo zdat, Ze istrednou témou
pre socidlnu pracu je prave socialne
prostredie, rovnako dolezitou je aj fyzické
prostredie ovplyviiujuce kvalitu Zivota a
socialne fungovanie klientov socialnej prace.
V tomto kontexte je mozné suhlasit s
tvrdenim, Ze socidlna praca ako profesia
zamerand na Cloveka v prostredi by mala
mat liderskd poziciu v interdisciplindrnych
timoch zaloZenych za ucelom reagovania na
environmentalne hrozby a rizikd (Zapf
2010). Spoloénym menovatelom uvedenych
teoretickych ~ vychodisk  realizovaného
projektu je trvala udrzatelnost vnimana ako
integrativny koncept prepajajuci hodnoty
podporujiice  prosperujicu, zdravd a
sudrznu spolo¢nost (Bostrom et al. 2018),
ktorej predpokladom je okrem iného aj
aktivny pristup k rieseniu otazok socialnej
exkluzie.

2 Socidlne vylacenie starsich

Trvalo udrZatel'ny rozvoj je definovany v
slovenskych podmienkach ako: ,rozvoj
ktory sucasnym 1 budicim generdcidm
zachovdva moZnost' uspokojovat’ ich
zdkladné Zivotné potreby a pritom nezniZuje
rozmanitost prirody a zachovdva prirodzené
funkcie ekosystémov" (Zikon ¢. 17/1992 Z.
z. 0 Zivotnom prostredi)!. Tento synergicky

Ndvrh ndrodnych priorit implementdcie Agendy 2030
al



proces sa sklada z viacerych dimenzii, v
ramci ktorych zohrava vyznamnu ulohu
socidlna udrZatel'nost a z nasSho pohl'adu aj
socialna praca, ak berieme do tvahy klticové
predpoklady socidlneho rozvoja vymedzené
v dokumente Rio de Janeiro Declaration on
Sustainable Social Development, Disability
and Ageing (2004), ktorymi su posilnenie
participacie l'udi na spoloCenskom diani,
inkluzia znevyhodnenych l'udi, odstranenie
fyzickych obmedzeni participacie, Ci
zabezpecenie dostupnosti zdrojov pre
vsetkych.

Obr. ¢& 1: Funkcny model spolocenstva

« Uspokojenie vSetkych
potrieb a zaujmov
« Racionalne vyuZzitie
zdrojov
model « Ochrana kulturneho a
spologenstva prirodného dedi¢stva
« Eliminacia zasahov
poskodzujucich
podmienky Zivota

Funk&ny

Zdroj: viastné spracovanie

Podla  Ndrodnej  stratégie  trvalo
udrzatelného rozvoja (2001) je cielom
trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja, ako cieleného,
komplexného a synergického procesu,
funk¢ény model spoloCenstva zamerany na
jednotlivé dimenzie, ktoré su znazornené na
Obr. ¢ 1. Predmetnd narodna stratégia urcuje
problémové okruhy na zaklade posudenia
jednotlivych podmienok rozvoja spolo¢nosti
na Slovensku (socidlne, ekonomické,
environmentalne, regionalne a pod.). Jednou
z nosnych tém je problematika postavenia a
postupné socidlne vylicenie ohrozenych
skupin v spolo¢nosti, ktora je v stratégii
konkretizovana cez:

e prehlbovanie problémov ohrozenych

a rizikovych skupin obyvatel'stva -
medzi nimi aj starSich, rémskej
populacie, mladeze, l'udi s nizSim
vzdelanim a pod,,

e problém identity a uplatnenia

mladeZe v spolocCnosti,

e nedostatocné plnenie vychovnej a

vzdelavacej funkcie rodiny v
spoloc¢nosti,
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e zdravotné problémy, problémy v
ekonomickej oblasti a v
medzil'udskych vztahoch tykajdcich
sa  starSej generacie (najma
poproduktivneho obyvatel'stva).

Sacasne je v centre pozornosti

nepriazniva socidlna situacia rémskeho
obyvatel'stva zvlast v  segregovanych
romskych komunitach a prehlbovanie
rozporov medzi réomskou a vacéSinovou
populaciou. Socidlne vylic¢enie ma mnoho
podob a dimenzii. Dotyka sa roéznych
cielovych skupin a stoji v centre pozornosti
socialnej prace a jej metdd, kde radime aj
komunitné organizovanie, komunitny rozvoj
a komunitné planovanie s cielom
predchadzat socidlnemu vyldceniu a zapajat
marginalizované  skupiny do  Zivota
spolo¢nosti a komunity - teda zmiernovat
napatie a rozdiely medzi minoritami a
majoritou. To, Ze ide o prierezovd tému
medzindrodného vyznamu, deklaruje aj
vyskumna cinnost. Prikladom je vyskum
realizovany na  Ziadost  Eurdpskeho
parlamentu s nazvom Chudoba a socidlne
vyliicenie starsich obcéanov EU (2011). V
ramci prezentovanych vysledkov sme
identifikovali viaceré skutoCnosti
(kategorie) viazuce sa ku socidlnemu
vyliceniu starSich v medzinarodnom
kontexte dokreslené vyrokmi respondentov.
Prvou zavaznou skutocnostou je
,stigmatizacia“ vnimand starS$imi lud'mi,
kedy samotni respondenti sa dozaduju
svyvazeného medialneho obrazu“: ,Médid
musia zobrazovat’ chudobnych a starsich
ludi  vo vSeobecnosti nie len tie
najextrémnejsie pripady. , O starsich ludoch
sa hovori len zriedka, akurdt tak v zime, ked’
nejaky z nich zmrzne na ulici... hovoria len o
tuldkovi, o niekom, kto zmrzol" ,Chudobni a
socidlne vyliceni by sa mali zobrazovat' ako
ludia, ktori si cestni a hodni tcty, aj napriek
tazkostiam, ktorym celia a nie v
stereotypnom ponimani, ktoré o nich hovori,
Ze su lenivii nechce sa im pracovat’
Zavaznym zistenim je tieZ vnimana , priepast’
medzi drzitelmi moci a minoritou
vyliidenych” - ide predovsetkym o vnimanu
vzdialenost sveta marginalizovanych a sveta
tych, ktori disponujiu mocou vo vztahu ku



prijimaniu opatreni: ,Mali by hovorit’ so
starymi lud'mi, aby pochopili, ako Ziju, Ze su
sami a uplne izolovani.*

Socidlne vylucenie starSich predstavuje
zlozity proces zahfifajuci nedostatocny
pristup ku zdrojom a sluzbam, v spojitosti s
vyraznym obmedzenim podielania sa na
aktivitach dostupnych pre vacsinu ludi v
roznych oblastiach spoloc¢nosti. Dosledky su
viditelné vo sfére kvality zivota starsich,
spravodlivosti a solidarity medzi
generaciami, Kktorej nedostato¢na uroven
sposobuje oddelenie jednotlivcov a skupin z
majority. Ide o vyznamny konstrukt, ktory
ma dominantnd pozornost v politickych a
vedeckych diskurzoch v ramci roznych
regionov sveta. Ku Specifikdm tohto pojmu
patri akt vylicenia, ktory mdézZe obsahovat
dobrovolné aj nedobrovolné aspekty?.
Sacasne ide o dynamicky Kkonstrukt
vyvijajuci sa v Case a priestore v zavislosti od
vonkajsich okolnosti a aktualnych moznosti
klientov socidlnej prace. Zahftia tiez
sktisenosti s réznymi formami vyldcenia
(Walsh, Scharf a Keatin 2017).

Obr. & 2: Domény socidlneho vylicenia
Zdroj: Walsh, Scharf a Keating (2017)

Napriek multidimenzionalite socidlneho
vylucenia viazucej sa na socialne, politické,
ekonomické, kultirne systémy (blizsie

2 Walsh, Scharf a Keating (2017) poukazuji na skutoc-
nost, Ze star$i mozu byt vyluceni z roznych dévodov
obsahujucich vél'ovy aspekt (napr. seniori su vyliceni
proti svojej voli, chybaji im prostriedky na dosiahnutie

Strana | 53

znazoriiuje domény socidlneho vylucenia
obr. & 2), vieme s urcitostou povedat, Ze
neuralgickym bodom tohto pojmu su
normativne ramce. Ukazuju na Skodlivost
socidlnej nespravodlivosti a chybajucej
solidarity, s ktorymi sa mdézeme v suvislosti
so socidlnym vylacenim starSich stretnut.
Barry (1998) v tomto smere akcentuje
rezervy vo sfére rovnosti prilezitosti a
poukazuje na obmedzené prilezitosti v
oblasti politickej participacie, vzdelavania a
zamestnanosti. Socidlna nespravodlivost
obmedzuje prilezitosti vo sfére vzdelavania a
zamestnanosti. Zaroven je zakladom pre
vznik a udrZiavanie stigmatizacie socialne
vylucenych skupin klientov socidlnej prace
prostrednictvom vytvarania stereotypov,
ktoré brania zacleneniu l'udi do spolo¢nosti.
Chybajice zdroje sd obzvlast viditelné v
segregovanych komunitach, pricom
segregacia je podla Anderson (2010)
povaZzovana za primarnu pric¢inu
stigmatizacie. Autorka d'alej vysvetl'uje svoje
stanovisko izolovanostou znevyhodnenych
skupin, posiliovanim  stigmatizujacich
stereotypov a oklieStenostou pristupu ku
zdrojom v ponimani socidlnych sieti,
socialneho a kultirneho kapitalu,
zamestnania, ¢i politickej a obcianskej
angazovanosti. Barry (1998, s. 20) v tomto
kontexte uvadza, Ze ,socidlne vyliicenie je
nebezpecné preto, Ze procesy, ktoré siu
zdkladom socidlneho vyliicenia, su casto
rovnaké ako tie, ktoré vedi k stigmatizacii”

Otazky znevyhodnenia v  rb6znych
oblastiach v starSom veku st ustrednymi
témami  naprie¢  Sirokym = spektrom
pomahajucich profesii. Predmetny zaujem v
socidlnej praci je syteny otazkami
ekonomickej nestability, demografickych
vzorcov starnutia a predpokladaného
zvySeného rizika nerovnosti vo vysSom veku
(Walsh, Scharfa Keatin 2017). Socialna praca
sa zvlaSt koncentruje na intervencie
vtahujlce socialne vylucenych klientov do
Zivota spolo¢nosti a prevenciu v zmysle
predchadzania socialnemu vylaceniu

vlastnej integracie alebo ide o ich rozhodnutie vylucit
sa z vacsinovej spolocnosti).



starSich a zmierniovania ich nepriaznivej
socialnej situacie, pricom oporu nachadza v
socialnej politike.

3 Sociadlno-politicky kontext podpory
socialneho zaclenenia star$ich

Z vysledkov vysSie prezentovaného
vyskumu  realizovaného na  podnet
Eurdpskeho parlamentu vyplyvaju viaceré
zistenia. Ide o vnimany nedostatok
pochopenia a zaujmu ¢i zna¢nd generacnu a
skisenostnu priepast medzi navrhovatel'mi
opatreni a vylicenymi seniormi, potrebu
zbliZenia minority a majority, resp. tych,
ktori m6Zu prijimat rozhodnutia dolezité pre
lepsi zivot starSich a potrebu reciprocity,
otvorenosti a zaroven aj aktivity a
angazovanosti zo strany starSich. Otazka
participacie starsich na Zivote komunity, ako
predpoklad aktivneho starnutia a rieSenia
otazok socidlnej exkluzie, je sucasne
predmetom socialno-politickych
dokumentov na narodnej a medzindrodnej
urovni.

Socialna exklizia spolu s chudobou su
dlhodobo prioritnymi témami strategickych
a konceptnych dokumentov v ramci
slovenskych verejnych politik. Ndrodna
rdmcovd stratégia podpory socidlneho
zaclenenia a boja proti chudobe koncipuje
kl'icové vychodiska a postupy v nadvaznosti
na ciele stratégie Eurdpa 2020, Europskeho
piliera socidlnych prdv a Agendy 2030 pre
udrzatelny  rozvoj  reflektujuc tak
nadnarodny charakter tychto globalnych
vyziev. Je o¢ividné, Ze obcCianska participacia
starSich  je, popri oblasti  sluZieb,
materialnych a finan¢nych zdrojov a socio-
kultdrnych aspektov, kl'ticovou doménou
narodnych i medzindrodnych dokumentov
venujdcich sa opatreniam potrebnych pre
zaclenenie exkludovanych skupin do Zivota
komunity. Zaroven je bazalnou sucastou
domény indexu aktivneho starnutia (Obr. ¢

3).
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Obr. & 3: Index aktivneho starnutia

Zamestnanost starsich

Zdroj: upravené podl'a “Active Ageing Index
project https://statswiki.unece.org/dis-
play/AAl/Active+Ageing+Index+Home"a N4-
rodného programu aktivneho starnutia na roky
2021 - 2030

Index aktivneho starnutia je povazZovany
na vyznamny nastroj zistovania potencidlu
starsich v ramci jednotlivych domén Zivota, a
tieZ medzindrodnej komparacie progresu
politik vztahujiucich sa ku aktivnemu
starnutiu. Podpora spolocenskej participacie
a zaclenenia starSich ludi je rovnako
sucastou vybranych oblasti aktivneho
starnutia podla Ndrodného programu
aktivneho starnutia na roky 2021-2030,
ktory v tomto ramci vymedzuje ciele a
opatrenia. Ciel'om je aktivna ucast' starSich
ludi na zZivote komunity, podpora
medzigeneraénej komunitnej vymeny a
zvySenie participacie starSich Tudi v
dobrovol'nickych programoch. Opatrenim k
vymedzenym cielom je projektova podpora
medzigeneracnej komunitnej vymeny, ucast
na medzigeneracnych projektoch a pod (Obr.
c 9.

Nadvazujuc na sucasny stav na Slovensku
v oblasti predpokladov a kapacit aktivneho
starnutia a skiisenosti s aktivnym starnutim
podla Ndrodného programu aktivneho
Starnutia na roky 2021-2030, je mozné
konStatovat v porovnani s ¢lenskymi Statmi
Eurépskej  unie (dalej EU) nizsiu
(podpriemernt) uroven vybranych
kontextovych ukazovatelov pre aktivne
starnutie (napr. dizka dozZitia, dozitie v
zdravia pod.). S rastiicim vekom je evidentné
v porovnan{ s EU intenzivnej$ie zniZovanie
socidlnych kontaktov a miery subjektivne
vnimanej mentalnej pohody a blahobytu. Pre
Slovensko je priznacné tieZ niZsie zastipenie
starSich I'udi s vysokoskolskym vzdelanim v
porovnani s priemerom EU. V oblasti
digitalne gramotnosti starSich do 74 rokov



dosahujeme priemernu uroven. Vo vysSSom
veku je vsak pritomné zaostavanie v danej
oblasti. V ramci vystupovych ukazovatelov,
kde radime skisenosti s aktivnym starnutim,
sa seniori angazuji v dobrovolnickej
Cinnosti v ovela nizSej (podpriemernej)
miere v porovnani s EU. NiZ$ia miera je
evidentna aj v politickej participacii a
obcianskej organizovanosti starsich.
Ndrodny program formuluje rizikové
vystupové faktory v ramci Slovenska. Medzi

nimi sa nachadza aj potreba podpory aktivity
a obdianskej angaZovanosti star$ich ci
spristupriovanie kvalitnych integrovanych
komunitnych  sluzieb. Bez  zaistenia
dostupnosti dobrovol'nickych a dalsich
programov a projektov budu tieto oblasti
nad’alej povaZované za rizikové faktory.

Obr. & 4: Podpora aktivneho starnutia podla NPAS

Aktivna Ucast starsich fudi na Zivote komunity a podpora medzigeneracnej
komunitnej vymeny

Zvysenie participacie starsich fudi v dobrovolnickych programoch (najmi dlhodobych)

a profesionalizacia manazmentu starsich dobrovolnikov

Uvedené vyzvy su reflektované a
previazané so socidlnou pracou v ramci
socialno-politického, vyskumného i
edukatného  ramca.  Prikladom ich
prepojenia je vyskumna uloha a projekt
Dobrovolnictvo starsich ludi - dopadovd
vyskumnd stidia (Repkova a Brozmanova
Gregorova 2024), ktorej zadavatel'om bolo
Ministerstvo prdce, socidlnych vecr a rodiny
SR. Realizadtorom bol /nstitit pre vyskum
prdce a rodiny a v rdmci externej spoluprace
sa na projekte podielalo Centrum pre
edukdciu a vyskum seniorov na [nstitite
edukoldgie a socidlnej prace FF PU v Presove.
Poznatky nacCerpané prostrednictvom nasej
participacie na tomto projekte sme mohli
zaroven vyuzit pri koncipovani a realizovani
service learningového projektu Studentkami
socialnej prace v ramci predmetu Komunitna
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Vybrané oblasti aktivneho starnutia podla NPAS

Podpora spolocenskej participacie a zaclenenia
starsich ludi

S

\

\

~ Opatrenia

Projektova podpora medzigeneracnej komunitnej vymeny a spoluprace formou
starostlivosti starSich ludi o maloletych ¢i o osoby odkazané na pomoc inej osoby v
komunite (aj v ramci dobrovolhickej éinnosti)

Tvorba koncepénych samospravnych dokumentov k otazkam
starnutia a aktivneho starnutia; U¢asti samosprav na tzv. medzigeneracnych projektoch;
propagacia dobrovolnictva v spoloénosti

Zdroj: vilastné spracovanie

socidlna prdca s doplnenim mapovania
potrieb terénu a analyzy komunitnych
planov, ¢im bol naplneny aj edukacny rozmer
v ramci scitlivovania Studentov socialnej
prace voci realnym potrebam komunity.

4 Dajme odpadu druhd Sancu - priklad
service learningového projektu
Medzigeneracny service learning
vychadza z medzigenera¢nych programov,
ktoré sa zacali kreovat ako odpoved na
prehlbovanie medzigeneracnej priepasti v
70. rokoch 20. storoCia. Vychadzaju z
intergeneraCnej paradigmy reflektujic
spolocenské zmeny v suvislosti so starnutim
populacie, zmenou v Struktire rodin C¢i
zniZzenim frekvencie kontaktov —medzi
generaciami. Konkrétne prejavy a dosledky
medzigeneracnej priepasti spocivaji vo



vzdalovani generacii, socidlnej izolacii
starsich, v Sireni stereotypov a i. Spolo¢nym
znakom vSetkych modelov
medzigeneracného ucenia je podpora
socidlneho kapitdlu zapojenych subjektov a
rozvoj komunity. Podl'a vymedzenia National
Council on Aging ide o planované
prebiehajice aktivity spajajice rodzne
generdcie s cielom zdiel'at’ sktusenosti, ktoré
su vzajomne prospes$né (Newman a Hatton-
Yeo 2008).

Medzigenera¢ny service learning ako
forma medzigeneratnych programov sa
vyznacCuje viacerymi  Specifikami: 1)
podporuje  medzigenera¢nd  solidaritu
pomocou aktivit zahfnajicich reciprocne
obohacujuce interakcie medzi generaciami;
2) zameriava sa v rovnakej miere na sluzbu
aj vzdelavacie ciele; 3) rozvija partnerstva
medzi univerzitou a komunitou; 4) aktivizuje
Studentov a seniorov v kontexte participacie
na Zivote komunity. Uvedenymi
charakteristikami ~ podporuje  socidlne
zaClenenie starSich ludi a ich aktivnu
participaciu v roznych oblastiach socialneho
a ekonomického Zivota spolocnosti aj po
doviseniich déchodkového veku (Newman a
Hatton-Yeo 2008).

Roodin, Brown a Shedlock (2013) zhftiaju
na zaklade realizovanej analyzy viacerych
publikacii a vyskumov (napr. Dorfman et al.
2003; Roschelle et al. 2000; Brown a Roodin
2001; Fruhauf, Jarrott a Lambert-Shute
2004; Krout et al. 2010 a i) prinosy
medzigeneracného ucenia sa sluzbou. K
benefitom uGcCasti na medzigenerac¢nych
service learningovych projektoch na strane
Studentov patri rasttca tendencia obCianskej
angazovanosti, hlbSie poznatky o starnuti a
Specifickych problémoch suvisiacich s tymto
procesom, pozitivne postoje k starSim,
elimindcia stereotypov, vysSia Uroveii
sebadovery, komunika¢nych schopnosti,
empatie a i. Rovnako stars$i benefituju zo
zapojenia sa do projektov vo forme
aktivizacie, podpory  kvality  zZivota,
uvedomenia si vlastnej hodnoty, uzito¢nosti,
rozvoja socialnych zrucnosti a i. Prinosom
pre komunitu st nepochybne partnerstva
medzi univerzitou a komunitou podporujuice
inovacie a zlepSenia sluzieb a rieSenia
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aktualnych problémov. Partneri mozu ziskat
novy pohl'ad na riesenie problémov starsich,
rovnako tak dobrovol'nikov podporujicich
naplianie  vizie  kvalitnych  sluZieb.
Vyznamné je aj vyuzitie vyskumnych
vysledkov pre prax. MoZe sa tiez podporit
dostupnost zdrojov a zlepSenie sluZieb pre
skupiny, ktorych potreby stoja na okraji
zaujmu, resp. nie je im venovana dostatocna
pozornost.  Zviditelnenie a  rieSenie
aktualnych potrieb komunity je mimoriadne
Ziaducim benefitom pre vSetkych. Problémy,
medzi Kktoré patri zmieflovand socialna
exkluzia starSich, vyZaduje niekol'koroc¢né
koordinované usilie viacerych aktérov z
roznych rezortov (Roodin, Brown a Shedlock
(2013). Na dopady vystupov
medzigeneracnych service learningovych
projektov je preto nutné nahliadat
realistickou optikou s prihliadnutim na
skutoCnost, Ze nie je mozné jednotlivé
problémy tplne vyriesit. Ceni sa vSak aj maly
progres, ktory je predpokladom pre dalSie
iniciativy. Partnerstva a projekty maju teda
Svoj vyznam a opodstatnenie.

Prikladom je projekt Studentiek
magisterského Studia socidlnej prace, ktoré v
ramci mapovania potrieb identifikovali
viaceré oblasti vyZadujuce hl'adanie rieSeni.
V ramci rozhovoru, pozorovania a analyzy
komunitnych planov dospeli k rozhodnutiu
realizovat tvorivé dielne pre deti, rodicov a
starych rodi¢ov. Studentky realizovali
projekt s nazvom ,Dajme odpadu druhi
Sancu.” Aktivita spajajuca generaciu rodicov,
starych rodicov a deti prebehla v
Komunitnom centre v Olejnikovea jej cielom
bolo, ako wuvadzaju Studentky, ,posilnit
medzigeneracnu solidaritu, rozvijat’
tvorivost’ a jemnu motoriku, podporit
rodicovské  kompetencie a Zvysit’
environmentdlne povedomie. Zimerom bolo
tieZ ukdzat, ako moze zdanlivo nepotrebny
materidl ziskat’ novi hodnotu, a zdrover
poskytnit’ priestor na zmysluplné trdvenie
spolocného casu.”

Vystupom neboli len vyrobky a umelecké
predmety z recyklovanych materialov, ale aj
hlbsi uzitok pre vSetky zapojené subjekty,
ako vyplyva z reflexii Studentiek: ,74dto
service learningovd aktivita ndm poskytla



cenni skiusenost s prdcou priamo v
komunite. Aktivita ndm pomohla rozvijat
komunikacné a organizacné zrucnosti
naucili sme sa spolupracovat’ s réznymi
vekovymi skupinami a posilnila sa aj nasa
schopnost reflexie - najmd v oblasti
predsudkov, ktoré si  casto clovek
neuvedomuje, kym nepride do osobného
kontaktu s komunitou. Zdroven sme zaZili
pozitivnu  spdtni  vdzbu, ktord nds
motivovala a potvrdila zmysel socidlnej
prdce, ktord je nielen pomocou, ale aj cestou
k posiliovaniu vztahov, uvedomeniu si
hodnét a spolocnému rastu.”

Komunitné centrum sa nachadza v segre-
govanej romskej komunite, ktora suzuja roz-
norodé problémy. Ich spolo¢nym menovate-
I'om je socidlne vylucenie a nepriazniva so-
cidlna situacia. Knosnym prioritdm obce
patri zaistenie starostlivosti o deti v pred-
Skolskom veku. Tuto potrebu obec docasne
rieSila pomocou vyuZitia priestorov komu-
nitného centra, ktoré sluzZi aj ako materska
Skola. Ciel'om je rozvijat socidlne, komuni-
kacné a d'alSie zrucnosti, ktoré by prispeli ku
Skolskej uspesnosti deti po nastupe do Skoly.
Studentky realizovali SWOT analyzu. Na za-
klade nej dospeli ku prilezitostiam nadvazu-
juc na priority, ktoré je potrebné v danej ko-
munite postupne rieSit. VyuZili tak moZnost
priestorov komunitného centra apomoc
dobrovol'nikov. Zaroven reflektovali potrebu
zvySovania povedomia obyvatelov obce
o environmentalnych otdzkach vzhl'adom
k vysokému stupniu znecistenia okolia a ri-
ziku ohrozenia zdravia l'udi Zijucich v danej
lokalite. V tvorivych dieliiach, ktoré zorgani-
zovali, sa spajali mnohé ciele - zlepSenie kva-
lity Zivota, socialnych zrucnosti, podpora me-
dzigeneracnej solidarity, podpora environ-
mentalneho povedomia, aktivne travenie
vol'ného ¢asu a zapajanie rodic¢ov a starych
rodicov do rozvijania sposobilosti deti.

Studentky projektom reflektovali potrebu
rozvoja medzigeneracnej solidarity a rodi-
Covskych zrucCnosti v segregovanej romskej
komunite, zaujmu o okolité prostredie ko-
munity a zrucnosti deti Zijucich v mnoho-
problémovych rodinach, ktorych Zivot je
sprevadzany a podmieneny zazivanim toxic-
kého stresu. V tvorivych dielnach sa zamerali
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na vztah medzi detmi a rodi¢mi ¢i pomoc ro-
dicom astarym rodi¢om, ktori v doésledku
nepriaznivych socidlnych podmienok nedo-
kaZzu s detmi naviazat' bezpecnu vztahovu
vazbu. Projektom boli sicasne naplnené aj
osobné avzdeldvacie ciele Studentiek, ako
napr. prekonanie stereotypov, uplatnenie
poznatkov o ciel'ovej skupine v praxi, zlepSe-
nie komunikacnych zruc¢nosti a zaujmu par-
ticipovat na identifikovani a rieSeni potrieb
komunity.

ZAVER

V ¢lanku sme sa zaoberali réznymi
kontextmi dotvarajdicimi mozaiku
porozumenia vyznamu a uUlohe socialnej
prace pri podpore medzigeneracnej

solidarity. Jej tlohy st rovnako pestré, tak
ako je pestrd paleta tém suvisiacich s
medzigeneracnou solidaritou. Nas vyber bol
podmieneny Specifikami komunitnej a
environmentalnej socialnej prace
dotvarajicimi teoretické ukotvenie
realizovaného projektu. Cez predstavené
referencné ramce dotykajuce sa
medzigeneracnej paradigmy a udrzatel'nosti,
socidlneho vylucenia starSich a socialnej
zmeny pribliZenej cez optiku prikladu dobrej
praxe, identifikujeme nasledujice oblasti
uloh socialnej prace pri podpore solidarity
medzi generdciami: 1) teoreticko-prakticka s
koncentraciou na tému socialneho vylicenia.
Socialna praca zohrava kl'icovu ulohu pri
zaclenovani marginalizovanych skupin spat
do spoloc¢nosti a jej ulohou je aj preventivne
posobit, aby k vyluCeniu na roéznych
urovniach nedochadzalo. Ide o globalnu
vyzvu, ktord je ndrodne i medzindrodne
reflektovana pomocou vyskumov,
strategickych, konceptnych a dalSich
socialno-politickych dokumentov SO
zamerom prijimat d¢inné opatrenia aj v
oblasti participacie starSich na Zivote
komunity; 2) socidlno-politicka - ide o
socialno-politické ukotvenie témy a z neho
plynice usmernenia sliziace ako voditko
praxe socidlnej prace a akcentujuce
neuralgické body, ktorym sa socidlna praca v
praxi zaobera. Zarovein je predpokladom pre
vykon a posobenie socidlnej prace a
vytvaranie podmienok pre dobrovolnictvo,
aby spolo¢nymi silami dosahovali ciele



viazuce sa k socidlnemu fungovaniu starsich
a podpore vylucenych skupin podiel'at sa na
rieSeni svojej situdcie (v zmysle ich
aktivizacie); 3) vyskumna - prezentuje
vyskumnu c¢innost' reflektujicu globalne i
lokdlne vyzvy a smerovanie politiky
aktivizacie starsich; 4) edukacna - vnimana
predovSetkym v rovine pregradudlnej
pripravy socialnych pracovnikov.
Dobrovol'nictvo a vzdelavacie metody, ktoré
ho podporuju (ako je napr. medzigeneracné
ucenie sa sluZzbou), su dolezitymi nastrojmi
zaClenenia a participacie aj socialne
exkludovanych skupin seniorov a tiez
efektivnej pripravy Studentov. Zdmerom je
podporit u Studentov dokladné
reflektovanie Zivotnych situacii a dolezitych
problematik, ktoré casto nie su z pohladu
seniorov dostatoCne rieSené, aby boli v
budicnosti pripraveni v praxi prijimat
relevantné opatrenia a boli citlivi voci
Specifikdm a potrebdm tejto cielovej
skupiny. Inymi slovami vedenie mladych
I'udi k otvorenosti voci tejto ciel'ovej skupine
je predpokladom pre mozné budtce aktivne
ovplyvniovanie politik v prospech socidlne
vylicenych klientov socidlnej prace.

Vo vsetkych identifikovanych oblastiach
uloh socidlnej prace je neodmyslitelnou
sucastou medzinarodny kontext
reflektovany cez rovinu vyskumnej ¢innosti
deklarujicej prepojenie medzinarodného
Usilia  rieSiaceho  parcidlne  aspekty
medzigeneraCnej solidarity a suvisiacich
tém, medzinarodnej spoluprace
identifikovanej v nadvazujicich socialno-
politickych dokumentoch, z nich plyntcich
opatreni a v nastrojoch pre komparaciu
sucasného stavu aktivneho starnutia a jeho
dimenzii, i reflektovania a rieSenia lokalno-
globalnych vyziev. Zavazky vyplyvajice zo
Specifik socidlnej prace je nevyhnutné
inkorporovat do praktického vzdelavania
socidlnych pracovnikov a pripravovat tak
Studentov na prevzatie zodpovednosti za
kolektivny obraz socidlnej prace ako profesie
majucej nezastupitelné miesto pri podpore
medzigeneracnej solidarity ako v narodnom,
tak aj v medzinarodnom priestore.
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RESHAPING SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION THROUGH
A MODULAR APPROACH

Pretvdranie vzdeldvania v socidlnej prdci prostrednictvom moduldrneho
pristupu

Amelyn LARO

ABSTRAKT

Epidémia COVID-19 spdsobila vyrazné narusenie vo viacerych odvetviach vratane vzdelavania. V
reakcii na to zaviedla JuZnd filipinska skola agrobiznisu, ndmornictva a vodnych zdrojov (SPA-
MAST) modularny vzdelavaci model s cielom udrzat kontinuitu vo vzdelavani v socialnej praci.
Tento vyskum skiima vyzvy, skisenosti a ponaucenia z tejto transformacie s cielom informovat’
institucionalne postupy, ako aj rozsiahlejsie politické reformy. Udaje boli ziskané pomocou des-
kriptivne-kvalitativnej metodiky s validovanymi otvorenymi otazkami v rozhovoroch, ktoré boli
distribuované prostrednictvom Google Forms. Data boli interpretované pomocou tematickej ana-
lyzy a systematického kédovania, ako aj suvisiacej literatury. Zistenia poukazali na znacné vyzvy:
Studenti bojovali s porozumenim témy, pretazenim terminmi a nedostato¢nym pristupom na in-
ternet, zatial' ¢o ucitelia vnimali nedostato¢nt Gcast a spatnt vazbu. Stidia zddraziiuje potrebu
reStrukturalizacie modularneho vzdelavania tak, aby bolo inkluzivnejsie, responzivnejSie a odol-
nejsie. TaktieZ sa zasadzuje za vacSiu inStitucionalnu podporu a regula¢né zmeny na posilnenie
kompetencii pedagégov a digitalnej infrastruktiry v budtcich prostrediach krizového alebo zmie-
Saného vzdelavania.

KIacové slova: Socialna praca. Modularny pristup. Nova normalita.

ABSTRACT

The COVID-19 epidemic caused significant disruptions in several industries, including education.
In response, the Southern Philippines Agribusiness Marine and Aquatic School of Technology
(SPAMAST) implemented a modular learning model to maintain continuity in social work educa-
tion. This research investigates the challenges, experiences, and lessons learned from that tran-
sformation, with the goal of informing institutional practices as well as larger policy reforms. Data
were obtained using a descriptive-qualitative methodology, with validated open-ended interview
questions administered via Google Forms. The data were interpreted using thematic analysis and
systematic coding, as well as related literature. The findings highlighted considerable challenges:
students battled with topic understanding, deadline overload, and inadequate internet access,
while teachers reported insufficient participation and feedback methods. The study emphasizes
the need to restructure modular learning to be more inclusive, responsive, and resilient. It also
advocated for more institutional support and regulatory changes to boost educator competence
and digital infrastructure in future crisis-driven or blended learning settings.

Key words: Social Work. Modular approach. New normal.

INTRODUCTION Philippines implemented modular learning,

Over 1.7 billion pupils worldwide were a stand-alone approach that encourages self-
impacted by the COVID-19 epidemic, which directed learning (Dangle 2020; Sadiq 2014).
caused significant disruptions to education To maintain learning continuity, SPAMAST
(Mahdy 2020). In response, educators in the faculty created modules for social work
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courses. Although modular learning allows
for flexibility, it also gives students more
responsibility, which might be difficultif they
do not receive enough help (Dejene 2019). It
is still unclear how beneficial this method is,
particularly in practice-based domains like
social work. Although integrating research,
policy, and practice is emphasized in the
worldwide standard for social work
education (IFSW 2020), concerns are raised
about how the move to modular learning
may affect student participation and results.
The objectives of this study are to assess how
well modular learning was implemented in
social work education during the pandemic,
pinpoint the difficulties and lessons that
students encountered, and compile their
suggestions for enhancing the curriculum
and approach in the post-pandemic
educational environment.

1 Methodology

This research employed a descriptive-
qualitative approach to depict student
challenges and lessons from utilizing social
work professional modules during the
pandemic. Data was collected through
validated open-ended interview
questionnaires distributed via Google Forms.
Concurrent analysis was conducted, drawing
on pertinent literature. Participants included
twenty second- and third-year BS Social
Work students from Sta Maria, Malita, Don
Marcelino, and Jose Abad Santos, Davao
Occidental, Philippines. Their responses
were coded, mimed, and deductively
thematically analyzed. The study was
conducted between August and October
2021, with participants' voluntary consent.
Trustworthiness and Credibility: The study
obtained informed consent from willing
participants, resulting in 20 online
questionnaire responses. The researcher
meticulously coded and analyzed the data to
formulate themes. The study's findings were
presented at the MNational Association of
Social Work Education Inc 49th Convention
for transferability. Experts validated the
questionnaire to ensure dependability.
Theoretical Lens: Grounded in Resiliency
theory, the study explored how the pandemic
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challenged students, teachers, families, and
communities. It delved into internal and
external coping mechanisms under the new
normal. Resilience theory emphasized
adaptive responses to threats, including
organizational changes in higher education.
This lens facilitated understanding of
institutional adjustments in the face of the
pandemic.

2 Results and Discussions

This part focuses on the analysis of the
interview questionnaire given to the stu-
dents via online platform and the patterns
and themes emerging from the thematic
analysis which were presented in 7able 1.
The results were shown in themes corres-
ponding to the statement of the problem.

Table 1: Challenges encountered by students in the
modular modality during the pandemic

Major Themes Coded Ideas

Independent “They are all difficult but it'’s
learning okay it is still part of lear-
ning.”

“Some of the concept is diffi-
cult to understand.” ‘I was
pressured to read in ad-
vance.”

“I occasionally love the mo-
dular method, but [ frequen-
tly struggle with it due to the
lack of an instructor and
classmates”

“Modular learning is difficult
when there is no teacher to
explain lessons or clear any
confusion”

“The modular method ena-
bles me to read ahead, yet
certain sessions require tea-
cher support.”.

Pressure to ful- | 7 think the module is diffi-
fill various mo- | cult for me because of the
dule deadlines. | conflict of schedule with
other subjects.

Because of the successive
subjects and weekly output
obligations, I don't remem-
ber many lessons.

Students enrol- | /struggled with mathematics
led in statistics, | and problem solving, so so-
and counseling | cial/ work statistics were very
challenging.”




“For me, the most challeng-
ing aspect was counseling,
especially identifying issues
and offering appropriate
guidance.”

"Although I'm not comforta-
ble with numbers, I made an
effort to understand social
work statistics because of its
importance in research.”

Students who
struggle with
vocabulary and
reading com-
prehension.

“HBSE is difficult due to unfa-
miliar terms and concepts |
struggle to understand”
“Since some of the lessons in
the module are difficult to
understand and learning is
more difficult than it was
previously, I don't particu-
larly love the modular
method”.

“J found it hard sometimes
to understand everything
that is written inside in the
module.

A reliable inter-
net connection

“So far for me, all social work
modules are okay if our con-
nectivity is in good condi-
tion.”

1 feel sad when it comes to
chasing some deadlines be-
cause there many various
platforms to approach my
module  like Facebook,
google, etc.”

“I'm struggling because [
don't have a phone and I'm
having a hard time being ac-
tive in the online class”

“Low connectivity can be
frustrating at times.”

“It is hard to adjust this new
normal particularly when we
tackled about internet con-
nectivity.”

“It kind of stressfil, in the
sense that I reside in an area
where internet connectivity
is very poor. That I must go
out to barangay highway to
update and pass my outputs

lack of teacher
input, which le-
ads to boredom
in self-study

“No, I find it difficult and I
was pressured.”

“For me e [ enjoyed the mo-
dular approach but must bet-
ter if face to face class”
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“It was enjoyable at first, but
as time went on, I found it
harder to appreciate because
of my inadequate compre-
hension in the absence of
professors’.

“We must learn on our own
which is very difficult
without the farther explana-
tion of the teacher in actual
discussion. Since now and
then I preferred in face-to-
face interaction”

“We may not be able to
discuss in person”

difficult for stu- | Although juggling my jobs
dents with | might be difficult I appre-
other obliga- | ciate the courses’ flexibility,
tions particularly as a married
mother.

“I can have my time to seek
for part time job but its chal-
lenging”

Source: author’s own

The term “module” originally comes from
the latin word “modulus” or “measure”
which literally refers to the concept of
important values or coefficient. When we
indicated a particular module, it means that
it encompasses an educational information
technology and requires mastery from the
learners. A modular approach also highly
emphasized not only acquiring theoretical
knowledge but as well as mastery about the
skills and knowledge required to implement
a specific course (Kokebayevaa 2015). In this
study, modules were given to all students
enrolled in Bachelor of Science in Social
Work Program at the start of first semester
2020-2021.

According to Dangle et al. (2020), modular
learning is the most favored type of distance
learning. Dejene (2021) on the other hand
said that module envelops about a particular
area of specialization which measured an
extended learning experience; thus, lead to a
specific qualification. Dayabig (2021)
observed that nowadays, there are many
colleges faculty who decide to prepare
modules as an alternative to pure online
learning delivery. In the practice of modular
approach in SPAMAST, teachers taught all



subjects in modular approach. The modules
were given at the beginning of the semester
and students were given instructions on
where to retrieve the modules and where to
submit their assignments and tasks. The
teachers would act as learning facilitators to
students and provide students with
instructions via online platform Facebook or
google classroom. The results of this study
revealed that the students faced the
following challenges in the modular
approach during this pandemic.

Difficult for students who are not used to
independent learning. During the Enhanced
Community Quarantine (ECQ), educational
institutions transitioned from in-person
classes to independent and home-based
learning. This shift posed challenges for
students, as they struggled to adapt to self-
directed learning (Dayagbil 2021). In a
modular approach, students were required
to independently study modules and
complete exercises, which often involved
pre-reading. This differed from traditional
classrooms  where teachers provide
immediate guidance. The modular approach
also demanded additional research efforts.
Pokhrel's study (2021) emphasized that
altered home conditions affected students’
learning processes. Isolated from peers,
students were compelled to become self-
reliant learners, improving their vocabulary
and reading comprehension. The conducive
home environment facilitated enhanced
focus on studies.

Burden and pressure to comply with
multiples module deadlines. The data
highlighted the heavy burden and pressure
students faced in meeting multiple module
deadlines. With all courses adopting a
modular  approach, one  participant
mentioned struggling due to scheduling
conflicts. Pokhrel (2021) highlighted
challenges  stemming from  module
affordability and accessibility during the
pandemic. Customized learning materials
and intervention policies were suggested
solutions. Both minor and major subjects
following the modular approach added to
students' challenges. Juggling multiple
deadlines led to burnout, with one
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participant noting the difficulty of retaining
lessons due to rapid subject shifts and
constant output demands. These findings
align with Dayagbil's (2021) observation
that students must take ownership of their
learning, becoming more self-directed in
deciding their focus and allocating study
time beyond the classroom.

Self-learning is crucial for students with
subject’s social work statistics and
counseling. The study's findings affirmed the
significance of self-learning in a modular
approach, especially for challenging subjects
like social work statistics and counseling.
These subjects demand specific skills and
models for application, necessitating
innovative learning strategies to decode
instructions (Sadiq, N.D.). In this new
learning context, students were required to
independently read, comprehend, and fulfill
tasks without constant teacher guidance,
promoting self-direction (Dayagbil 2021). A
participant expressed difficulty in social
work statistics due to math-related aspects.
Although some supplementary resources
like videos were provided, the subject's
complexity persisted.

Counseling, another subject, posed
challenges due to its practical nature.
Effective  learning required hands-on
experience  in  applying  counseling
techniques (Pokhrel  2021). Many
institutions transitioned away from face-to-
face  teaching, prompting innovative
educational strategies. Authentic assessment
and timely feedback emerged as concerns.
For subjects like social work statistics and
counseling, assessing learning shifted
towards showecasing application through
outputs like counseling videos and problem-
solving demonstrations.

Students with poor reading
comprehension and limited vocabulary.
Establishing communities for regular
interactions, social support, and addressing
psycho-social challenges faced by isolated
students was emphasized by UNESCO
(2021). In an interview, a participant
highlighted the difficulty of comprehending
the Human Behavior and Social Environment
(HBSE)  subject due to unfamiliar



terminology and complex concepts. Limited
vocabulary and prior knowledge in
Psychology and Sociologybasics contributed
to this challenge. To engage with HBSE,
students needed to engage in additional
readings and vocabulary enrichment. Other
students also expressed struggling to grasp
module content, indicative of challenges in
self-study  without readily available
guidance. These findings align with Dangle et
al. (2020), who observed students lacking
resources and parental guidance,
necessitating strategic teaching approaches.
To ease learning difficulties, teachers could
adopt learner-centered strategies on remote
platforms. This study uncovered students'
weak language skills, including vocabulary,
syntax, spelling, and reading comprehension,
leading to unoriginal outputs and instances
of plagiarism. Strong reading,
comprehension, and vocabulary skills are
crucial for writing social case study reports
in social work.

Access to stable internet connectivity to
download e-modules and additional
resources and submission of assignments.
Based on the study of Said (2017), inequality
and digital divide were exacerbated during
the pandemic. There were many students’
complaints about the problem of internet
connectivity. This implies that there were
still several areas in Davao Occidental with
no good internet connection, which posed a
challenge to the students. Some of the
modules were posted online for students to
be downloaded since some students lived in
remote areas. Submissions of output were
also another problem for them. Some
students needed to ask for consideration for
the late submission of outputs. According to
the study of Dayabil (2021), the abrupt shift
of learning strategy from face-to-face to
online learning modality widened the gap
between those with connectivity and those
without.  The  continuing  academic
engagement had been a challenge for
teachers and students because of access to
internet connectivity.

Another problem encountered by the
students was their lack of gadgets to be used
for online learning, for downloading e-
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modules or for surfing online resources to
help them in their lessons. Some of the
students submitted their outputs using their
mobile phones which resulted in poor
outputs. Additional problem was the use of
“screenshot.” Students submitted outputs in
screenshot. This shows that students had no
appropriate gadgets for their studies. There
were students who took photos of their
outputs with additional creativity by making
drawings which was appreciated by the
teacher. However, the creativity exerted did
not add academic value to the paper’s
papers. Pokhrel (2021) mentioned that
during the pandemic, the educational system
and the educators had adopted “Education in
Emergency” through various online
platforms and were compelled to adopt a
system that they were not prepared for. One
of the students said that she did not have her
own mobile phone and because of that it was
difficult for her to participate in online class
or download the e-modules. This resulted in
frustration to some participants and added
stress in their schooling. One participant
expressed that “It kind of stressful, in the
sense that [ reside in an area where internet
connectivity is very poor. That [ must go out
to barangay highway to update and pass my
outputs”.

Feelings of boredom in self-learning due to
lack of feedback from teachers. Another
significant finding of this study showed that
there were learners who felt bored with the
self-learning mode due to limited feedback
from teachers. Based on the study of
Dayagbil (2021) there were students who
said that they did not receive immediate
response from their teachers if their outputs
were received or need revisions. One of the
participants emphasized that “at the
beginning it was good at all, but the day's
going till this moment and time I have never
enjoyed due to my poor understanding of the
concepts without teachers”. Based on the
literature, there were plenty of students who
developed psychological and emotional
distress. As a matter of fact, this was the
reason why they could not engage
productively. The study recommended
further explore the online homeschooling



environment among students. Since we do
see the actual learning space of the students,
we never had much idea of the causes of their
boredom during the learning process.

The result of this study was also supported
by the literature which discussed that the
schools shut down did not only affect the
students but also their professors and their
families (Elfirdoussi et al. 2020). Since
teachers were also bombarded with
students’ outputs online and with the reality
that internet connectivity was a challenge
even in the parameters of the school. It was
expected that there would be limited
interaction between the teachers to the
students. It was expected that students
would read their modules and provide their
responses based on the assigned tasks.
Although students could send messages to
their teachers through Facebook messengers
or emails, unlike face-to-face method,
feedback could not be given immediately
which encouraged the students to learn. In
this modular type of learning teacher’s
feedback was difficult to do. UNESCO stated
that one of the recommendations in this
COVID 19 pandemic was the possibly of
creating communities among teachers,
parents, and school's managers where
“loneliness” or “helplessness” can be
discussed. There was a need to facilitate the
sharing of experiences and discussion on
coping strategies and learning difficulties
(UNESCO, nd.). In the interview
questionnaire given, many students wanted
to go back to the face-to-face classes where
they could hear the explanations and
discussion with their teachers. They still
preferred the face-to-face interaction to the
modular approach. In support to these
findings, the Quality Assurance Agency for
Higher FEducation in 2018, discussed the
importance of module evaluation as basic to
upgrade the teaching strategy and to
investigate how the learning opportunities
for students will be improved (Academic
Practice Department2019).

Challenging students with motherhood
responsibilities and those engage in online
business. The purpose of credit-based
modular curriculum structures is to attempt
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to address the needs of many diverse groups
of students to promote greater flexibility and
choices in managing their studies (French
2015). There were SPAMAST students who
were already mothers and had their own
responsibilities in the family. One of the
participants said that “/ must say that I have
both enjoyed the modules but at the same
time I usually felt pressured. [ am enjoying
the modular approach because it provided
time conducive for me, especially since [ am
already married and a mother but to balance
my role is challenging’. Since there was no
division between the home and the school,
the roles of the mother were also affected
since they needed to balance between their
time at home with their children and as a
student with deadlines to meet in school. The
study of Pokhrel (2021) noted that learners
with a fixed mindset will have difficulty on
how to adapt and adjust whereas those
learners with growth mindset will quickly
adapt to new learning environment. Some of
the students also used the time during the
pandemic to earn additional income by
engaging in online selling. Elfirdoussi et al.
(2020) said that the modular approach is
quite challenging for the students to balance
their time, hence, their school performance
was affected.

Table 2: Lessons gained by the students in utilizing

social work modules
Major Themes Coded Ideas
Enhanceacti- “I learn to study by myself”

velearning ex- | “Discovering that [ am ca-
periences and | pable of challenging my emo-
self-motivation | tional social and intellectual
skills”

Improve Out- | Students learn social work
come Based SW | concepts, HBSE, relationship
Education building, dealing with clients,
disaster management, laws,
policies, and principles.
Students learn how to pre-
pare for case study and con-
ducted.

counseling through video ac-
tivities

Students enrol- | /struggled with mathematics
led in statistics, | and problem solving, so so-
and counseling | cial/ work statistics were very
challenging.”




“For me, the most challeng-
ing aspect was counseling,
especially identifying issues
and offering appropriate
guidance.”

"Although I'm not comforta-
ble with numbers, I made an
effort to understand social
work statistics because of its
importance in research.”

Increased flexi- | “Social module is great be-
bility and cause we have no internet.
adaptability connectivity”

among learners

Appreciation to | “Very practical and relevant”
self-learning “Cheapest method of lear-
method as best | ning while also cultivating
alternative res- | the habit of reading”

ponse in the
pandemic and
local context

Source: : author’s own

Another result of the interview
questionnaire with the participants revealed
that there were various lessons students
gained from the utilization of social work
modules. First, they reported that this
methodology enhanced active learning
experiences and self-motivation. It was also
evident that the modular approach improved
the Outcome Based SW Education. On the
part of the learners, this helped them
increase flexibility and adaptability to the
current pandemic situation. There were
many students who appreciated this self-
learning method as the best alternative
response in the new normal that they could
not be affected by virus transmission and
highly responsive to local context of Davao
Occidental. It was also because of this
modular approach that these students
managed their own time and improved self-
responsibility  in terms of  task
accomplishment. The learners found this
method as the best alternative option in this
new normal and highly favorable to students
with online business and those who are
currently working.

Enhance active learning experiences and
self-motivation. The study also had positive
remarks of the modular approach as it
showed that through this new method of
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learning the students active learning and
self-motivation was enhanced by the
process. In this study the participants
narrated through the modular approach the
students become active learners, and they
were self-motivated to learn the lessons by
themselves. As stated by Bento et al. (2021)
the overall challenge can be defined as the
need to provide quality education while
observing public health policies. Since there
is no choice but to continue learning while in
this pandemic the modular approach is the
only possible method that can keep up with
this new normal. One of the students wrote
that “/ discovered that I am capable of
challenging my emotional, social and
intellectual skills". Based on the literature
modular approach to teaching allowed
students to feel that they have sense of
control over their own learning.
Furthermore, they also accepted greater
responsibility for learning, eventually this
led to maturity on the part of the learners.
Dejene (2019) said the purpose of modular
education is for mature students.

Improve Outcome Based Social Work
Education. Based on the literature the
process of transition to modular training
programs requires a more advance
preparation on the part of those who
designed the curriculum (Kokebayevaa
2015). The modules in social work are
designed per subjects which focus on the
specific course outcomes of the subject.
According to the response of other
participants using social work modules the
students acquired knowledge with social
work concepts. Similarly, Dayagbil (2021)
cited that the challenge of the pandemic is
how to make balance between relevant basic
competencies for the students to acquire and
the teachers desire to achieve the intended
outcomes of the curriculum. Some of the
responses of the students expressed how
they also appreciated relationship building,
dealing with clients in the community and
moreover they also know about disaster
management, laws and policies and
principles. In fact, most of the students’
output presented realistic case studies
coming from the COVID experiences and



experiences with their family and
community. The study of Dejene (2019)
explained how modular approach becomes
an emerging trend in educational thinking
which shifted from traditional method of
instruction to the paradigm of outcome-
based learning.

Increased flexibility and adaptability
among learners. The modular approach also
contributed to the increased flexibility and
adaptability among learners with the
changing context of learning brought by the
pandemic. Since there are areas in Davao
Occidental with limited internet connectivity
one of the students who responded to the
questionnaire expressed his appreciation
that because of the modular approach he can
continue learning despite this pandemic.
According to Dayagbigl (2021) the idea of
flexibility in the next academic calendar must
be considered because it is still uncertain
when this pandemic crisis will be
contained.By utilizing a module, students can
still acquire knowledge and learn even if
their community cannot be reached by the
internet. They wusually downloaded the
module in the center of their place where
they can have accessed internet for instance
in Jose Abad Santos Davao Occidental and
shared the module to their classmates. It is a
reality globally that the are many colleges
and universities which disrupt face to face
teaching. They introduced innovation and
implemented alternative educational
systems and assessment strategies (Pokhrel,
n.d.)

Appreciation to self-learning method as
best alternative response. Since the
Philippines is in the process of adaptation to
the effects of COVID 19 specifically the
educational sector thus the new strategies
adapted by educators and also active
involvement of various stakeholders are the
important forces of this success (Dangle et
al, 2020) There are many students who
appreciated the modular strategy of
teaching. One of the participants expressed
that it is “very practical and relevant”
because of the pandemic. Based on the study
of Dayagbil (2021) itis a call for university to
be resilient in this time of pandemic. The
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importance of resiliency in the educational
system is crucial for this institution to have
the ability to overcome challenges in times of
crisis. Applying the concept of resiliency of
the educational system refers to the ability of
these colleges to overcome challenges of all
kinds of trauma, tragedy, crises and bounce
back stronger, wiser, and more powerful.
The call for resilient universities in times of
crisis is highlighted due to the COVID 19
crisis. In this light, the educational system
must learn how to prepare, develop plans to
move forward and address the new normal
after crisis effects. To do this, education
needs to address teaching and learning
continuity amid and beyond the pandemic. In
the case of SPAMAST and specifically the
BSSW program, which just recently opened
the COVID- 19 pandemic is like a problem
which the program needs to be solved and
poses a challenge to the program continuity.
The fact that the program continues despite
the pandemic showed the resilience of the
students to keep going whatever the
problems in their personal and community
context. The institution tends to be
responsive to this need by changing its own
teaching strategy to be able to respond to the
needs of the learners in various
communities.

In the account of one of the BSSW students
she said that the modular approach is the
“cheapest method of learning while also
cultivating the habit of reading’. Given that
many of the students who are enrolled in the
program come from low socio-economic
backgrounds, the purpose of the module
really addressed their needs of getting
education at such minimal cost on their part.
Based on the study of the United Nation
Education, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), this pandemic has
been recognized as seriously impacting the
educational system worldwide (Elffirdousi,
2020).

Table 3: Students’ recommendations to improve the
learning content of the module and modular approach

Major Themes Coded Ideas

Improve  the | "/have no suggestions forim-
learning re- | provement, as the modules
sources




already provide all the ne-
cessary information."”

Tandem  the
methodology
with  flexible
learning

“Some of the students have
no Internet connectivity
that's why it is okay”.

“It can be a good idea to con-
tinue students’ learning and
also help prevent the spread
of the virus”

“1 will recommend it to the
other students. But if they ex-
perience the same difficul-
ties, I think it should be a flex-

and provision
of other sup-
port like gadg-
ets and cash as-
sistance for
load

ible learning”
Improve inter- | “To have router to have a bet-
net connection | ter connectivity.”

“Since not all of us have ac-
cess to Internet connection,
everything inside the mod-
ules should be detailed”
“"What we need most is un-
derstanding and considera-
tion from our instructors, es-
pecially when meeting aca-
demic requirements.”

Augmentation
of support and
training for
community le-
arning facilita-
tors like family
and other
members of
community

Support from a family which
is supplies for studies and fi-
nance”

“It depends now on each of
the students and the stu-
dent’s family to do their part
and responsibility.

“I'm already ok with the cur-
rent setting, however some
are experiencing difficulties
in accessing the modules on-
line as it requires monetary
expenses.

“For me, the modular should
be delivered to every baran-
gay so that it will not be diffi-
cult for the distant students
to pick up their module”

Source: author’s own

Table 3 displays students' suggestions to

enhance module content and the modular
approach. Major themes include: 1)
Enhancing learning resources, 2) Combining
modular approach with other methods or
flexible learning, 3) Improving internet
connectivity and providing support like
gadgets and financial assistance, and 4)
Strengthening training and support for
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community learning facilitators, including
family and community members.

CONCLUSION

Improve learning resources. Students'
feedback on the questionnaire highlighted
the need for improvements in the modules
they were provided. As these modules were
hastily prepared due to the pandemic and
lacked thorough editing and revision,
students called for input from subject
experts and technical panels. A participant
suggested that modules should be more
detailed and include clear explanations for
better understanding. Given the importance
of the Social Work coursein board exams, the
content and strategy of modules should align
with licensure exam expectations. Another
student noted the cost-effectiveness and
reading-promoting nature of the modular
approach. However, they recommended
enhancements such as more visuals and
examples to aid comprehension,
accommodating diverse learning styles, and
refining assessment methods. Authentically
evaluating students’ work and learning
progress in a home-based setting posed
challenges for educators (Pokhrel, 2021). In
the study of Dayagbil (2021) it was
emphasized that students and teachers had
adapted to remote teaching and learning
based on institutional policies during
lockdowns. While students generally felt the
provided modules were comprehensive, one
response supported the modular approach
for its suitability during the pandemic, with
no specific improvement suggestions due to
perceived content sufficiency.

Improve internet connection and
provision of other support like gadgets and
cash assistance forload. Most of the students’
recommendations addressed the necessity
to improve internet connection in their own
community and provision of support by the
institution like gadgets and cash assistance
for the load to their mobile phones. Amir et.al
(2020) mentioned that distance learning
challenges covers external factors such as
the unstable internet connection, having
extra financial burden for the internet quota
and internal factors like time management



and difficulty to focus. Both external and
internal factors resulted in difficulty for the
students to comply with the requirements on
time.

The lack of internet connectivity in their
areas also made it difficult for them to
conduct research or get resources for the
subjects. Although instruction and content
were given the modules, this still requires
them to research further about the subject
matter. Even for some students using google
translate becomes one of the common
activities since many of them speaks
vernacular and had problem in translating
their ideas into English. Using the technology
to draft their papers in English with the aid
of the technology clearly becomes a visible
problem. Some students who are from the
Indigenous group are greatly affected and is
visible in the output that they presented and
submitted in the online platform.

Furthermore, the participants of this
study shared a common sentiment to seek
help in improving the internet connectivity
in Davao Occidental and it is possible to aid
and support the students in terms of gadgets
or cash assistance with their load for mobile
phone or internet use. Since most of the
students are living in remote areas and
coming from Indigenous communities, they
are the ones who really had problems with
internet  connection. This  COVID-19
pandemic has uncovered large inequalities in
access to technology, for instance the divide
between rich and poor, rural, and urban, girls
and boys, across and within countries
(UNICEF, 2020). One of the responses in the
interview expressed that there should be
routers to have better connectivity in their
area. Similarly, one of the participants said
that “since not all of us have access to
internet connection, everything inside the
modules should be detailed so that we will no
longer find other sources from the internet
just to find answers for our activities. We
have limited access.”

Another student said that “/ firmly believe
that if a person wants to learn, s/he will face
and accept the challenges and hardships that
may encounter along the way. It is obvious
that generally, students strive hard in this
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pandemic times due to low internet
connectivity or no signal at all, no available
gadgets, no source of income and other
difficulties. And I guess the major assistance
as a student like me needs is the
consideration  from  our  respective
instructors, especially in complying with all
the necessary requirements. For there are
really moments that I felt burnt out and
drained while performing the multi tasks I
must accomplish, and with all the external
factors that hinder my studies’. This only
validated the findings of Pokharel (2021)
which mentioned that many countries have
substantial issues with a reliable internet
connection and access to digital devices.
Since the landscape of Davao Occidental is
mountainous and some areas are highly
remote the internet connectivity poses a
great problem. Clearly, one of the responses
of the students strongly expressed that “we
badly needed the good connection and load
so that we could participate in the activities
that assign to us”. These findings supported
the claimed of Dangle, et al. (2020) that
learning using printed and digital modules
emerges as the most preferred distance
learning method but there should be
consideration of the learners in rural areas
where internet is not accessible.
Augmentation of support and training for
community learning facilitators like family
and other members of community. The
significance of the support for the family and
community members as learning facilitators
was also mentioned in this study. One of the
responses from the participants calls for
support from their family when it comes to
supplies for studies and finance. In the
account of the  participants, she
recommended for the continuous used of
module but the with the support of the family
and community. When asked if the modular
approach will continue even after pandemic
she responded “Absolutely yes, whatever
means of earning education could be
possible if provided by right motivation and
assistance from the family, schools and
government. The best suggestion that I can
give is, [ think, already been provided by the
government. For despite these trying times,



education and learning of students resume
and continue, It is all left and depend now on
each ofthe student and student’s family to do
their part and responsibilities’. Pokhrel
(2021) mentioned that lack of parental
guidance for young learners was another
challenge since some parents are working.
This is added by physical workspaces and
conducive areas for learning. Some of the
students reported that they had problems
related to quarantine issues and even death
among members of the family which is
beyond their capacity to respond. The call for
government assistance will really facilitate
learning in the community during this
pandemic.

The study of Aksan (2021) supported the
result as it was mentioned that any member
of the family can aid and guide and serve as
para-teachers. Training, workshops, and
seminars should be provided for the teachers
to improve themselves and academic
performance for the students. Participant
number 17 said that “/ am already ok with
the current setting; however, some are
experiencing difficulties in accessing the
modules online as it requires monetary
expenses. If only there were philanthropies
that would give cash assistance to those
having difficulties, it would be a big help’.
This claimed is supported by Dangle et al.
(2020) who stated that the major challenges
that emerged were lack of school funding in
the production and delivery of modules and
the participants prevailing challenges in
terms of resources, preparedness, and
communication. A participant proposed the
distribution of modules to every barangay to
facilitate access for distant students. While
SPAMAST initially delivered modules to
communities, the ongoing lockdowns and the
virus's spread disrupted this distribution,
impacting both faculty and modular delivery.

Implications of the study

During this study, the following
implications to social work education are
reflected by the researcher and students
from the data which highlights the
improvement of the Institutional Online
learning resources for the students and
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faculty of SPAMAST. In addition, there should
be tandem teaching or improve flexible
learning methods. Moreover, there should be
support for students in terms of gadgets and
cash assistance for online internet use.
Finally, there should be provision of support
to the training for community learning
facilitators like family and other members of
community. The study also had further
recommended to the National Association of
Social Work Education to build the capacity
of social work educators on developing
appropriate and effective professional social
work modules to be utilized by social work
schools. Finally, the researcher
recommended to SPAMAST PBachelor of
Science Program to evaluate the individual
content and delivery of module with the
assistance of the Office of Academic Affairs.
Furthermore, there is a need to conduct
future research on the experiences of
students learning in their home and faculty
experiences in using the modules as one of
the teaching strategies.
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CIELE TRVALO UDRZATELNEHO ROZVOJA AKO
SUCAST VZDELAVANIA V SOCIALNE] PRACI

Sustainable Development Goals as a part of Social Work Education

Zuzana POKLEMBOVA

ABSTRAKT

Problematika trvalej udrzatel'nosti sa v sicasnej dobe stala sticastou odborného diskurzu viace-
rych vedeckych disciplin a odborov. Od ekonémie a ekoldgie, dvoch vyznamnych spolo¢enskych
vied ako zakladnych oblasti svojho ukotvenia sa ¢oraz viac stava samozrejmou sucastou kazdo-
dennych individualnych i spolo¢enskych rozhodnuti a nevyhnutne tak i humanitnych vedeckych
disciplin. Agenda pre udrzatelny rozvoj 2030, prijata Organizdciou spojenych ndrodova zapraco-
vana v prostredi Eurdpskej tinie a Slovenskej republiky do narodnych i nadnarodnych dokumen-
tov, akcentuje nevyhnutnost dosiahnutia zlepSenia kvality I'udského Zivota a ekonomického roz-
voja len za zodpovedného pristupu k ochrane Zivotného prostredia a prirodnych zdrojov. Ako vy-
chodisko mnohych dokumentov ovplyviiujucich socidlnu pracu ako vedecku disciplinu i jej prax v
europskom geo-politickom prostredi, st ciele trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja definované Organiza-
ciou spojenych narodov, prirodzenou sticastou odbornej pripravy buducich socialnych pracovni-
kov a pracovni¢ok. V naSom vyskume sme sa zamerali na subjektivne hodnotenie poradia vyznam-
nosti jednotlivych Cielov trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja podla 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Deve-
lopment (Organizdcia spojenych ndrodov 2025) Studentami a Studentkami socialnej prace na /n-
stitite edukoldgie a socidlnej prdce Filozofickej fakulty Presovskej univerzity v Presove.

KIac¢ové slova: Socidlna praca. Ciele trvalo udrzatel'ného rozvoja. Vzdelavanie v socialnej praci.
Trvala udrZatel'nost.

ABSTRACT

The sustainability as one of global current issues has become an important part of the professional
discourse of several scientific disciplines and fields. From economics and ecology, two important
social sciences as the basic areas where it roots, it has been increasingly becoming a inevitable
part of everyday individual and social decisions and, therefore, of humanities scientific disciplines.
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by the United Nations and incorporated
by European Union and the Slovak Republic into their documents, emphasizes the necessity of
achieving an improvement in the quality of human life and economic development only with a
responsible approach to the protection of the environment and natural resources. As the starting
point for many documents influencing social work as a scientific discipline as well as its practice
in the European geo-political environment, the goals of sustainable development defined by the
United Nations are a proper part of the education of future social workers. In our research, we
focused on the subjective assessment of the order of importance of individual Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals according to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (United Nations 2025)
by social work students at the /nstitute of Education and Social Work, Faculty of Arts, University
of PreSov in Presov.

Key words: Social Work. Sustainable Development Goals. Social Work Education. Sustainability.

Strana | 74



uvob

Problematika trvalej udrzatelnosti sa v
sucasnej dobe stala sucastou odborného
diskurzu viacerych vedeckych disciplin a
odborov, vratane humanitnych,
spolocenskych a behavioralnych vied a ich
pregradualneho stidia (Naranjo 2023 |[cit.
2025-05-05]; Sinha et al. 2023; Granados-
Sanches et al. 2025, [cit. 2025-04-24];
Ministerstvo investicii, regiondlneho rozvoja
a informatiky Slovenskej republiky 2024,
[cit. 2025-04-24]). Agendu 2030 pre
udrzatelny rozvoj prijala Organizacia
spojenych narodov v roku 2015 (United
Nations 2015; 2025, [cit. 2025-04-24]).

S viziou do blizkej i vzdialenejsej
budicnosti a ohladom na nastavajice
generacie a ako reakciu na aktudlny
geopoliticky stav, vratane predikcie jeho
Vyvoja, definovali United nations:
Department of Economic and Social Affairs
Sustainable Development v roku 2015
Agendu 2030 (2015, [cit. 2025-04-24]), ako
plan kladuci si za ciel’ suc¢asnu i budicu
prosperitu ludi za sucasnej ochrany
prirodnych zdrojov. So zretelom na
naplnenie tychto priorit bolo stanovenych
sedemnast cielov trvale udrZatel'ného
rozvoja, ktoré st naliehavou vyzvou
adresovanou rozvojovym i rozvinutym
krajinam. Tieto ciele akcentuju potrebu
odstranenia chudoby, nerovnosti a inych
foriem nedostatku, sdcasne s rozvojom
zdravotného a vzdelavacieho systému ako aj
stimulacie = ekonomického  rastu, pri
sucasnom rieseni Kklimatickych zmien a
ochrane Zivota na sasi i v oceanoch.

Vzhl'adom na skutocnost, Ze Agenda 2030
pre udrZatelny rozvoj bola zapracovana do
viacerych dokumentov FEurdpskej tnie a
Slovenskej republiky ovplyviiujucich prax
socialnej prace v eur6pskom geo-politickom
prostredi (United Nations 2015, 2025, [cit.

2025-04-24]; Ministerstvo Zivotného
prostredia Slovenskej republiky 2015, [cit.
2025-04-24]; Ministerstvo investicii,
regiondlneho  rozvoja a  informatiky

Slovenskej republiky 2024, [cit. 2025-04-
24]), su ciele trvalo udrzatel'ného rozvoja
definované Organizdcia spojenych ndrodov,
stali sa tieto ciele prirodzenou, i ked' nie vzdy
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explicitnou, sucastou odbornej pripravy
buddcich  socidlnych  pracovnikov a
pracovnicok. V naSom vyskume sme sa
zamerali na subjektivne hodnotenie poradia
vyznamnosti jednotlivych Cielov trvalo
udrZatel'ného rozvoja podl'a 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development (United Nations,
2015; 2025, [cit. 2025-04-24]) Studentami a
Studentkami socidlnej prace na [nstitite
edukologie a socidlnej prdce Filozofickej
fakulty Presovskej univerzity v Presove.

1 Agenda 2030 pre udrzZatelny rozvoj a
socidlna praca

Agenda 2030 pre udrzatelny rozvoj
vychadza zo sedemnadstich cielov trvale
udrZatel'ného rozvoja, ktoré boli definované
ako rovnocenné v ddleZitosti svojho
napliiania. Cielom agendy je dosiahnut' do
roku 2030 udrzatelny socialny, hospodarsky
a environmentalny rozvoj na celom svete,
akcentujuc  nevyhnutnost  dosiahnutia
zlepSenia kvality l'udského zZivota a
ekonomického rozvoja za zodpovedného
pristupu k ochrane Zivotného prostredia a
prirodnych zdrojov.

Jednotlivé ciele Agendu 2030 pre
udrzatelny  rozvoj su  Organizdciou
spojenych ndrodov (2025) definované ako:
1. Ziadna chudoba; 2. Ziadny hlad; 3. Kvalita
zdravia a Zivota; 4. Kvalitné vzdelanie; 5.
Rodovd rovnost: 6. Cistd voda a h ygiena; 7.
Dostupnd a cistd energia; 8. Déstojnd prdca a
ekonomicky rast: 9. Priemysel, inovdcie a
infrastruktiira; 10. ZniZenie nerovnosti; 11.
UdrZatelné mestd a komunity; 12.
Zodpovednd vyroba a spotreba; 13. Ochrana
klimy; 14. Zivot pod vodou; 15. Zivot na
pevnine; 16. Mier, spravodlivost a silné
institicie a 17. Partnerstvd za ciele (United
Nations 2025 [cit. 2025-04-24]; Carova a
Putalovd 2019; Ministerstvo investicil,

regiondlneho  rozvoja a  informatiky
Slovenskej republiky 2024, [cit. 2025-04-
24]).

Smerujuc k trvale udrzatenému rozvoju
prostrednictvom pri dodrZani ochrany
Zivotného prostredia a prirodnych zdrojov,
priorizujic  odstranenie nerovnosti a
zabezpecenie rovného pristupu k zdrojom a



prilezitostiam, reSpektuju tieto ciele
zakladné principy socialnej spravodlivosti, v
ktorych je ukotvend i socidlna praca.
Respektujliic vzajomnu prepojenost plnenia
jednotlivych cielov, je tieto ciele mozné
rozdelit podl'a ich primarneho zamerania do
troch zakladnych oblasti: Biosféra,
Spolo¢nost a Ekonomika (0br. 1), pricom 17.
ciel Partnerstva za ciele, prispievaju k ich
vzajomnému prepojenie pri dosahovani
trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja (World
Sustainability Collective 2025, |cit. 2025-04-
24)).

Do oblasti ochrany Biosférypatria ciele: 6.
Cistd voda a hygiena; 13. Ochrana klimy; 14.
Zivot pod vodou;, 15. Zivot na pevnine, medzi
ciele zamerané prioritne na rozvoj
Spolo¢nosti je mozné zaradit: 1. Ziadna
chudoba, 2. Ziadn )y hlad; 3. Kvalita zdravia a

Zivota;, 4. Kvalitné vzdelanie; 5. Rodovd
rovnost; 7. Dostupnd a cistd energia; 11.
UdrZatelné mestd a komunity a 16. Mier,
spravodlivost’ a silné inStitiicie, a na oblast’
rozvoja Ekonomiky v globdlnom i lokdlnom
rozmere s zamerané ciele: 8. Déstojnd prdca
a ekonomicky rast; 9. Priemysel, inovdcie a
Infrastruktira; 10. ZniZenie nerovnosti: 12.
Zodpovednd vyroba a spotreba. Prave
odstratiovanie nerovnosti a podporu
zlepSenia Zivotnych podmienok, vratane
rovného pristupu k nim, je zarovei
primadrnym miestom praxe socidlnej prace,
vratane zamerania pregradualnej pripravy
buddcich  socidlnych  pracovnikov a
pracovnicok. Priestor pre intervenciu zo
strany socialnej prace je vSak mozné najst v
kazdej z tychto oblasti.

Obr. & 1: Rozdelenie Cielov udrzatelného rozvoja podla oblasti ich primdrneho zamerania
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Zdroj: World Sustainability Collective



2 Metodoldgia vyskumu a vyskumnai vzorka

Vyskum sme realizovali v mesiaci april
2025 na InStitate edukolégie a socialnej
prace  Filozofickej fakulty  Presovskej
univerzity v Presove, vyskumnd vzorka
(N=68), pozostavala zo vsetkych Studentov
a Studentiek odborov socidlna praca a etika-
socidlna praca, ktori za zucastnili pocas
distribucie papierového testovacieho harku
vyucby, vek opytanych sa pohyboval od 18
do 26 rokov.

Vadsina respondentov bola slovenskej
narodnosti (NSK=46), priblizne jednu
tretinu (NUA=22), tvorili ukrajinski Studenti
a Studentky. Vzhladom na nizky pocet
chlapcov v niektorych studijnych skupinach,
by pri zist ovani pohlavia resp. rodu, nemohla
byt zachovana anonymita odpovedi, preto
sme tuto otazku do demografickej casti
nezaradili.

Tab. ¢& 1: Poradie subjektivne vnimanej doleZitosti
Ciel'ov trvalo udrzatelného rozvoja studentami

Testovaci harok pozostaval z definicie
Cielov trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja Agendy
2030 (United Nations, 2015; 2025, [cit.
2025-04-24]), ich zoznamu (oznaceného
pismenami abecedy) a jednoduchej
inStrukcie s prosbou o ich zoradenia podla
individualne vnimaného poradia vyznamu.

Vysledky vyskumu

Pri prirad’'ovani vyznamnosti jednotlivym
Cielom trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja Agendy
2030 (United Nations, 2015; 2025, [cit.
2025-04-24]) Studenti a Studentky hodnotili
ako vyznamovo najdoleZitejSie primdarne
socidlne zamerané ciele (Grafc.1, Tab. ¢.1).

Tab. & 2: Priemernd pozicia ciela vnimand Studentami

Priemerna pozicia
ciel'a vnimana Studen-
tami
el sk|  va
kovo
Ziadna chudoba 5 4 5
Ziadny hlad 4 4 4
Kvalita zdravia a Zivota 3 4 3
Kvalitné vzdelanie 6 6 7
Rodova rovnost’ 7 8 6
Cista voda a hygiena 5 5 7
Dostupnad a Cista energia 10 9 10
. Df)stoma praca a ekono- 8 9 7
micky rast
Priemysel, inovacie a in-
frastruktira 13 13 12
ZniZenie nerovnosti 10 10 9
. UdrZzatel'né mesta a komu- 12 12 11
nity
Zodpovedna vyroba a spo- 13 14 12
treba
Ochrana klimy 11 11 12
Zivot pod vodou 13 12 15
Zivot na pevnine 11 11 13
o M}el.“, spravodlivost a silné 8 9 7
inStitucie
Partnerstva za ciele 14 15 13

Priemerna
Po- Ciel' udrzatel'ného roz- pozicia ciela
radie voja vnimana Stu-
dentami
1 Kvalita zdravia a Zivota 3,44
2 Ziadny hlad 3,63
3 Ziadna chudoba 4,71
4 Cista voda a hygiena 535
5 Kvalitné vzdelanie 6,31
6 Rodova rovnost 7,18
7 . l,\/[.lef,_ ,spravodllvost a 8,03
silné institicie
8 . Df)stoma praca a ekono- 8,09
micky rast
9 Dostupna a cista energia 9,51
10 ZniZenie nerovnosti 9,57
11 Ochrana klimy 11,01
12 Zivot na pevnine 11,47
13 erzatel né mesta a ko- 11,62
munity
14 vPrlem,ysel, inovacie a in- 12,66
frastruktira
15 Zivot pod vodou 13,15
16 Zodpovedna vyroba a 13,16
spotreba
17 Partnerstva za ciele 14,15

Zdroj: viastné spracovanie
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Zdroj: vlastné spracovanie

Vzhladom na percentudlne nizke
zastupenie muZov medzi Studentami, sme
nevyhodnocovali rozdielnost subjektivne
vnimanej dolezitosti jednotlivych cielov
podl'a pohlavia, vysoké percento zastipenia



ukrajinskych  Studentov a  Studentiek
ukrajinskej respondentami vsak umoznilo
porovnanie vnimania dolezitosti Cielov
trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja na zaklade
narodnosti (7ab. & 2).

Pri  porovnani priemerov  pozicii
priradenych jednotlivym cielom slovenski
Studenti a Studentky vyrazne vysSie
hodnotili ciele: Zivot pod vodou; Zivot na
pevnine; Cistd voda a hygiena; Kvalitné
vzdelanie a Ochrana klimy, ukrajinski
Studenti a  Studentky vnimali ako
vyznamnejSie ciele: Zodpovedna vyroba a
spotreba a Mier, spravodlivost’ a silné
institicie (pri tomto cieli bol najvyraznejsi
rozdiel aj medzi d’alSou hodnotou stredu:
Modus respondentov slovenskej narodnosti

6 a Modus respondentov ukrajinskej
narodnosti 1). MoZno sa domnievat, Ze
vysokd miera vyznamu prikladaného ciel'u
Mier, spravodlivost a silné inStiticie je

spOsobena prebiehajucim vojnovym
konfliktom na Ukrajine, ktory priamo
ovplyviuje Zivot ukrajinskych
respondentov.

Statisticky  najvyznamnejsie rozdiely
medzi  slovenskymi a  ukrajinskymi
Studentami v hodnoten{ subjektivne

vnimanej vyznamnosti jednotlivych ciel'ov
(Tab. ¢ 3) boli pri cieloch: Kvalitné
vzdelanie; Cistd voda a hygiena; Zodpovedna
vyroba a spotreba a Zivot na pevnine.

Tab. ¢ 3: Hodnoty t-testu priradeného vyznamu jednotlivych cielov vzhladom na narodnost’ studentov a Studentiek

Levene's Test t-test
. Sig. (2- Mean S‘.[d'
F Sig. t df tailed) Difference Error Diffe-
rence

Ziadna  chu- EVA 0,250 0,619 -0,700 66,000 0,486 -0,704 1,005
doba EVNA -0,658 35,665 0,515 -0,704 1,070
Fiadny blad EVA 0,001 0,971 -0,079 66,000 0,937 0,073 0,920
EVNA 0,077 38,571 0,939 0,073 0,947

Kvalita zdravia EVA 0,556 0,459 0,712 66,000 0,479 0,451 0,633
azivota EVNA 0,755 18,362 0,454 0,451 0,597
Kvalitné vzde- EVA 0,695 0,407 2,062 66,000 0,043 1,626 0,789
lanie EVNA 1,933 35,471 0,061 1,626 0,841
Rodovd  rov- EVA 0,919 0,341 1,070 66,000 0,289 1,134 1,061
nost EVNA 1,096 14,173 0,279 1,134 1,035
Cista voda a hy- EVA 2,459 0,122 2,453 66,000 0,017 2,166 0,883
giena EVNA 2,332 36,607 0,025 2,166 0,929
Dostupnd  a EVA 4,767 0,033 0,713 66,000 0,478 0,583 0,817
tista energia EVNA 0,626 30,715 0,536 0,583 0,932
Déstojna praca EVA 0,006 0,937 1,409 66,000 0,164 1,340 0,951

a ekonomicky rast EVNA 1,356 37,745 0,183 1,340 0,988
Priemysel, ino- EVA 0,766 0,385 1,537 66,000 0,129 1,180 0,767
ij;e ainfrastruk- EVNA 1,441 35,433 0,158 1,180 0,819
Znizenie  ne- EVA 0,360 0,551 1,652 66,000 0,103 1,453 0,879
rovnosti EVNA 1,671 42,675 0,102 1,453 0,869
Udrzatelné EVA 5,659 0,020 0,911 66,000 0,365 0,711 0,781
mestd a komunity EVNA 1,092 63,490 0,279 0,711 0,652
Zodpovedna EVA 0,125 0,725 3,116 66,000 0,003 2,053 0,659
vyroba a spotreba EVNA 3,012 38,111 0,005 2,053 0,682
Ochrana kifmy EVA 2,411 0,125 1,464 66,000 0,148 -1,524 1,041
EVNA -1,589 51,320 0,118 1,524 0,959

Zivot pod vo- EVA 7,068 0,010 2471 66,000 0,016 2,470 1,000

dou EVNA 2,823 58,104 0,006 2,470 0,875
Zivot na pev- EVA 0,804 0,373 2,062 66,000 0,043 2,328 1,129
nine EVNA 2,106 43,781 0,041 2,328 1,105
Mier, spravod- EVA 2,104 0,152 1373 66,000 0,174 1,455 1,059
lcli‘go“ asilné institi- EVNA 1,270 34,418 0212 1,455 1,145
Partnerstva za EVA 2,995 0,088 1,577 66,000 0,120 1,427 0,905
ciele EVNA 1,342 28,962 0,190 1,427 1,063

Z pohladu rozdelenia Cielov trvale
udrZatelného rozvoja do troch oblasti:
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Zdroj: vilastné spracovanie
Biostéra, Spolocnost’ a Ekonomika (World
Sustainability Collective 2025, [cit. 2025-04-



24]), je mozné z vysledkov predstavovaného
vyskumu konStatovat, Ze Studenti a
Studentky vy$si vyznam prikladaji ciel'om z
oblasti IESP FF PU hodnotia ciele z kategérie
Spolo¢nost. Ako prvych pat, v priemere
najvyznamnejsich, cielov hodnotili (7ab. &
2): Ziadna chudobay, Z?'adny hlad: Kvalita
zdravia a Zivota; Kvalitné vzdelanie a Rodova
rovnost, vsetky z tejto kategdrie (dva d'alSie:
UdrZatelné mestd a komunity, Dostupnd a
Cistd energia; a Mier, spravodlivost a silné
Institicie sa umiestnili na 7., 11. a 16.
mieste). Ako druhé najvyznamnejSie boli
vnimané ciele trvalo udrzate'ného rozvoja
zamerané na oblast rozvoja Ekonomiky v

globdlnom i lokdlnom rozmere: Ddstojnd
prdca a ekonomicky rast; Priemysel, inovdcie
a Infrastruktiura; ZniZenie nerovnosti a
Zodpovednd vyroba a spotreba (8.; 9.; 10. a
12. miesto poradia = priemernd pozicia
9,75) Ciele z oblasti Biosféry: Cistd voda a
hygiena; Dostupnd a cistd energia; Ochrana
klimy; Zivot pod vodou a Zivot na pevnine,
boli hodnotené ako v priemere najmenej
vyznamné (6.; 13.; 14.a 15. miesto poradia =
priemerna pozicia 12). A ako najmenej
vyznamny hodnotia Studenti ciel
Partnerstvd za ciele, ktory sa umiestnil na
poslednom - sedemndastom mieste (Grafc.1).

Obr. & 2: Priradeny vyznamu jednotlvych cielov studentami a Studentkami

Ziadna chudoba

Partnerstva za ciele

°)

Mier, spravodlivost a silné...

Zivot na pevnine
Zivot pod vodou «

Ochrana klimy

Zodpovednd vyroba au

UdrzZatelné mesta a...

15

Znizenie nerovnosti

—o— Celkovo

ZAVER

Problematika napliiania Cie/ov trvalo
udrzatelného rozvoja Agendy 2030 United
Nations, 2015; 2025, [cit. 2025-04-24]) je
prirodzenou sucastou obsahu kurikula
viacerych Studijnych odborov, vratane
socialnej prace. Vychadzajuic zo skutocnosti,
Ze pristup ku kvalitnému vzdelaniu je
jednym z ciel'ov trvalo udrzatel'ného rozvoja,
jeho skvalitnovanie a dostupnost (v
podmienkach IESP FF PU napr., inkluzivne
vzdelavania, zohl'adnovanie Specifickych
potrieb $tudentov) sliZi priamo napiiianiu
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Ziadny hlad

Kvalita zdravia a Zivota

Kvalitné vzdelanie
Rodova rovnost

Cista voda a hygiena

Dostupna a Cista energia

© Déstojnd préca a...
Priemysel, inovacie a...

o—SK —o—UA

Zdroj: vilastné spracovanie

tohto ciela. Okrem obsahu agendy
jednotlivych  cielov a aktudlnych tedrii
.Zelenej socidlnej prdce’ (Dominelli 2012),
ktord, ako ukazuju vysledky vyskumu, je
potrebné zddraznit, v relevantnej v oblasti
pregradudlneho Studia socidlnej prace, je
dolezité zahrnut okrem primarne socialne
zameranych cielov aj ddleZitost ich
vzajomného prepojenia a nadvaznosti.

Ako ukazali vysledky nasho vyskumu,
Studenti a Studentky socidlnej prace na
Institite edukologie a socidlnej prdce
Filozofickej fakulty PreSovskej univerzity v



Presove, vnimaju socidlne zamerané Ciele
trvalo udrZatelného rozvoja ako vyznamovo
doleZitejSie a ako najmenej vyznamné
vnimaju prave partnerstva, ktoré su
uzatvarané s cielom dosiahnutia tychto
cielov. Nazdavame sa, Ze je vhodné
komunikovat v  ramci pregradudlnej
pripravy v oblasti socidlnej prace vyznamné
postavenie socidlnej prace ako vednej
discipliny i pomadahajicej profesie a
zdOrazinovat  nevyhnutnosti  zapojenia
socialnej prace do partnerstiev smerujicich
k ich naplfaniu, tak ako sa to uZ deje v
pripade multidisciplinarnych timov najma v
oblasti individualnej, rodinnej a komunitnej
socialnej prace. Buduci socialni pracovnici a
pracovnicky by mali byt odborne i
komunikacne  vybaveni  argumentovat
vlastnu odbornu vybavenost a
nezastupitelny vyznam profesie nielen
smerom dovnutra v radmci profesie, ale najma
smerom navonok, kde vo vytvaranych
partnerstvach  smerujucich k  trvalo
udrzatelnému rozvoju, je socidlna praca
jednym z vyznamnych a nenahraditel'nych
zainteresovanych subjektov.
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MEDZINARODNA SOCIALNA PRACA

A MEDZINARODNA SOCIALNA POLITIKA.

MOZE BYT SOCIALNA PRACA ,NEMEDZINAROD-
NA?“

International social work and international social policy.

Can social work be "non-international “?

Kvetoslava REPKOVA

ABSTRAKT

Autorka sa v prispevku inSpiruje vymedzenim medzinarodnej socialnej prace, ktoré bolo apliko-
vané zacCiatkom minulej dekady pre ucely pripravy vyznamnej publikacie Handbook of Internatio-
nal Social Work (Healy a Link 2012). V rdmci vzajomne sa podmiefiujicich savislosti medzi so-
cidlnou pracou a socidlnou politikou si kladie otdzku, , i m6Ze byt socidlna praca 'nemedzinarod-
nd', ak je jej prax vyznamne determinovana socidlno-politickymi ramcami, a tieto, aj ked’ sliZia
pre Ucely prijimania narodnych, lokalnych ¢i organiza¢nych rieseni, st nejakym spdsobom ukot-
vené v medzinarodnom hodnotovom a ideologickom prostredi a dokumentoch. Vztah (medzina-
rodnej) sociadlnej prace a (medzinarodnej) socialnej politiky premietnutej do narodnych ¢i lokal-
nych rieseni ilustruje na priklade eurépskej kohéznej socidlnej politiky. V zavere kratko diskutuje
k vyzvam témy pre vzdelavanie v socidlnej praci.

KIicové slova: Socidlna praca. Internacionalizacia. Socialna politika. Kohézia.

ABSTRACT

In this paper, the author is inspired by the definition of international social work that was used at
the beginning of last decade to issue the influential publication Handbook of International Social
Work (Healy and Link 2012). Drawing on the acknowledged relationships between social work
and social policy, the author asks "whether social work can be 'non-international' if its practice
is significantly determined by socio-political frameworks, and these, while serving to adopt natio-
nal, local or organisational solutions, are in some way anchored in international values, ideological
context and documents. The relationship between (international) social work and (international)
social policy translated into national or local solutions is illustrated by the example of European
cohesion policy. In the conclusion, the author briefly discusses the challenges of the topic for the
education in social work field.

Key words: Social Work. Internationalization. Social Policy. Cohesion.

uvob

V reakcii na moZnost zucastnit sa
medzindrodného sympézia pod nazvom
Medzindrodnd socidlna prdca ndm akosi
automaticky asociovala otazka ,¢i moze byt
socidlna praca nemedzinarodna?".
Pripustame, Ze to mohlo byt podmienené aj
naSou dlhodobou orientaciou na Studijné
predmety zamerané na problematiku
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socialnej politiky, jej systému, zhmotnenia v
socialno-politickych dokumentoch a na
previazanost socialnej politiky a socialnej
prace v systémovej perspektive. Suvisiace
mohlo byt aj praxeologické hl'adisko, kedy sa
opakovane presviedCame o tom (a snazime
sa k tomu pocas Studia viest aj Studentov a
Studentky socidlnej prace), Ze akékolvek
intervenovanie metédami a nastrojmi



socialnej prace ma svoje socialno-politické a
legislativne ukotvenie, Ze je legitimizované
socialno-politickymi prioritami
vymedzenymi na rozlicnych trovniach
nasho profesijného angazovania (bliZsie
pozri Repkova 2016). Pristup postaveny na
vyzname sociadlnej politiky pre socidlnu
pracu! presadzujeme napriek skiisenostiam,
Ze v komunite socialnych pracovnikov a
pracovnicok mdze vyvolavat  takéto
legalistické podmietiovanie ich odbornej
¢innosti urcitt nevol'u a snahu emancipovat
sa od neho odvolavanim sa primarne na
etickl, nie legalisticki podstatu socialnej
prace (Smutek 2013).

Cielom prispevku je objasnit, ako sa
premieta faktor vzajomného podmienovania
socialnej politiky a socialnej prace v kontexte
internacionalizacie socidlnej prace a ¢o to
moze implikovat pre vzdelavaci proces.
Venujeme sa vybranym terminologickym
otazkam, ale aj  niektorym globalnym
vyzvam, ktoré boli v predchadzajicom
obdobi identifikované v odbornej spisbe a
ktorym cCeli socidlna praca v ramci jej
holistického pristupu ¢loveka - v - prostredi
(Payne 2023). Na priklade kohéznej politiky
EU a napliiania implementa¢nych ciel'ov
Eurdpskeho piliera socidlnych prdv (EK
2021) dokumentujeme vzajomnu
previazanost socialnej politiky a socialnej
prace, a to ako na medzinarodnej, tak na
narodnej arovni. V  zavere kratko
diskutujeme implikacie pre pregradudlne
vzdelavanie v socialnej praci.

1 Teoretické vychodiska

Healy (2012) vo vyznamnom diele zo
zaCiatku minulej dekddy venovanom
medzinarodnej socidlnej praci - Handbook of
International Social Work. Human Rights,
Development, and the Global Profession -
poukazuje na to, Ze nie je jednoduché prijat
nejakd jednotnu definiciu medzinarodnej
socidlnej prace (dalej len ,MSP“), kedZze
existujuce a v odbornej spisbe dostupné
definicie su Z0 svojej povahy
viacdimenziondlne. Definicie mozno
kategorizovat na vSeobecné alebo Specifické;

1 Weiss, Gal a Katan (2006) pouZzivajd priamo spojenie
,Social Policy for Social Work" (Socidlna politika pre
socidlnu précu).
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Siroko vymedzené alebo tizko vymedzené; ¢i
funkcionalne alebo také, ktoré st1 zaloZené na
hodnotach. Pre tucely pripravy diela bol
napokon aplikovany multidimenziondlny
koncept MPS integrujici teoriu, prax a
hodnoty. Podl'a tohto konceptu je , Cie/lom
MSP  podpora globdlnej socidlnej
spravodlivosti a [ludského blahobytu a
zabezpecenie trvalej relevantnosti lokdlnych
postupov  zohladriovanim globdlnych
skutocnosti, ktoré ovplyviuji lokdlne
podmienky” (Healy 2022,s.12).V rdmci skor
popisnej definicie MSP boli zosumarizované

jej centralne vychodiska a charakteristiky:
e nazeranie na globalizaciu sp6sobom,
kedy sa uznava jej vplyv na l'udsky

blahobyt;
e prax, vratane lokalne zaloZenej
praxe, ktora sa inSpiruje

medzinarodnym poznanim;

e prax, zaujem a cinnost (akcia)
zamerana na socialne otazky, ktoré
l'udia zazivaju globalne;

e Ucast v medzinarodnych
profesiondlnych organizaciach a
dialégu;

e pristup k socidlnej praci ako ku

globalnej profesii;

e podpora spolocenského rozvoja a

I'udskych prav;

e Dbuduce akcie zamerané na globalnu

zmenu.

Explicitnym poukazovanim na suvislosti
MSP s dopadmi globalizacie a vyzvami na ich
rieSenie sa podnietila aj diskusia k pojmu
globdlna socidlna prdca. Tento sa niekedy
pouziva ako synonymum pojmu MSP,
napriek  tomu, Ze =zachytava eSte
komplexnejsiu (globalnu) viziu a
perspektivu ako druhy menovany pojem. Aj
preto Healy (2012) hovori o moZnych
limitoch vyuzitelnosti pojmu globdlna
socialna praca a preferuje skor pojem MSP.
Podl'a autorky tento pojem v sebe integruje
aj aspekt ,narodného“, ¢im sa wuznava
suverenita a dominancia narodnych idealov
a rieSeni v ramci SirSich medzinarodnych
(globalnych) vztahov a stvislosti. S takymto
pristupom a interpretaciou napokon



koresponduje aj vSeobecne zname a
rozsSirené globdlne vymedzenie samotnej
socialnej prace, ktoré kon¢i dovetkom, Ze
prakticka aplikacia tohto pojmu
spracovaného pre globalne tcely moze byt
uspOsobenad na potreby, ktoré su aktualne
pre narodnu alebo regionalnu trovei (vol'ne
podla IFSW 2014). Sumarne teda mozZno
povedat, Ze ked hovorime o MSP, mame na
mysli vSeobecne (globdlne/medzindrodne)
akceptované parametre (ciele, hodnoty,
principy, problémy a vyzvy) socidlnej prace,
pri zohladnovani suverenity rieSeni, ako
tieto ciele, hodnoty a principy presadzovat v
narodnej, regionalnej, lokalnej i
organizacnej praxi.

A ako do tohto vykladového konceptu
vztahu medzi medzinarodnym a narodnym
zapada socialna politika? Weiss, Gal a Katan
(2006) ponukaji pomerne jednoduchu
odpoved: zapadd tym, Ze socidlnym
pracovnikom a pracovnickam pomaha
chapat vplyv socidlnych Struktir a socialnej
politiky na uzivatel'ov jej sluzieb, teda vztah
medzi socidlno-politickym smerovanim a
individualnymi problémami I'udi; a zapada aj
tym, Ze socidlnym pracovnikom a
pracovnickam umozZnuje angazovat sa v
socialno-politickej praxi. Otdzka neustalej
interakcie a previazanosti socidlnej politiky a
socialnej prace je v odbornej spisbe pomerne
bohato rozpracovanad. Poukazuje na 1u aj
Smutek (2013), hoci pripomina ich rozdielny
predmet zadujmu: kym socidlna politika sa
zameriava na SirSie socidlne problémy,
socialna praca tieto problémy Studuje a riesi
v kontexte individualizovanych Zivotnych
situdacif I'udi, najma tych, ktoré dopadaju na
ciel'ové skupiny socidlnej prace nepriaznivo.

V prepojenosti socialnej politiky ako
J,ramca pre akciu“ a socidlnej prace ako
,akcie determinovanej ramcom®, zaroven,
poskytujicej ramcu na zaklade akcie
podnety a inSpiracie k d'alSiemu rozvoju, leZi
socialno-konStruktivna podstata socialnej
prace. Podl'a Paynea (2005) sa prepojenie
komplexu socidlnych Struktir (rdmec) a
Cinnosti  jednotlivych aktérov  (akcie)
odohrava na troch
urovniach/poliach/arénach:

e na socidlno-politickom a

ideologickom poli (ide 0
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usmernovanie ,politiky“ a cinnosti
konkrétneho poskytovatela sluzieb
socidlnej prace obsahom SirSieho
socialno-politického diskurzu;
socialni pracovnici a pracovnicky sa
v ramci tohto pola angazuju cez
profesionalne organizacie a asociacie
ako aktivisti, obhajcovia ¢i
organizadtori ovplyviiujuci SirSie
politiky a tym celkové podmienky
pre ¢innost poskytovatel'ov);

e na profesiondlnom poli konkrétnych

poskytovatelov (socidlni pracovnici
a pracovnic¢ky ovplyvituju napr. cez
odborové organizdcie a socidlny
dialég rozlicné aspekty, ako bude
socidlna praca v organizaciach
fungovat);

e na poli priamych intervencii a

vztahov medzi klientom a socidlnym
pracovnikom.

Identifikaciu arén socialneho
konStruovania socidlnej prace povazujeme
za klacova aj =z hladiska témy
internacionalizacie socialnej prace.
Nepoukazuje totiZ len na neustale
konStruovanie  vztahov —medzi tromi
zakladnymi elementmi profesijnej praxe -
klientom, socialnych pracovnikom
a poskytovatelom. Ide aj o komplexnejSie
ponimanie vztahov  medzi SirSimi
spolo¢enstvami  l'udi, ich spolo¢nymi
(podobnymi) socidlnymi problémami a o
snahu riesit ich koordinovanym sp6sobom
cez komplexnejsie socialno-politické
dokumenty a programy. A to je aj priklad
kohéznej politiky EU, na ktorej kratko
zdokumentujeme vzijomne podmietiujici
vztah medzi medzindrodnym a narodnym
(pri sucasnom reSpektovani lokalnych
rieSeni), zaroven vztah socidlnej politiky a
socialnej prace formovany z medzindrodnej
perspektivy.

2 Kohézna eurdpska politika - priklad
internacionalizacie problémov socidlnej
politiky a socidlnej prace

Kohézia (stdrznost, celistvost,
jednotnost) tvori vyznamny hodnotovy
ramec, zaroven aj obsah kohéznych politik
EU, pricom prenikd do socidlnych politik
Statov, regionov a samospravy (Tkac 2017).



Podporou socidlnej kohézie sa umoznuje
dosahovat socialna spravodlivost’
(zabezpecovanie prileZitosti pre vSetkych na
rovnakom zaklade) ako primarny ciel
socidlnej prace (Weiss, Gal a Katan 2006). V
programoch a opatreniach zameranych na
podporu kohézie (na vSetkych drovniach) je
zhmotnené uznanie, Ze socidlne problémy
ludi sd podmienené (aj) Strukturalnymi
faktormi a podmienkami ich Zivota, Ze tieto
problémy st podobné vo viacerych krajinach
a Sirsich spolocenstvach (si medzinarodné)
a Ze ich riesenie si vyzaduje koordinované
rieSenia, intenzivhu podporu a SirSiu
medzinarodnu solidaritu.

Vyznamnym  hodnotovym  pilierom
realizacie politiky stdrZnosti v EU je aj
Eurépsky pilier socidlnych prav prijaty v
roku 2017 a nadvazujuci Akcny plin na
realiziciu FEuropskeho piliera socidlnych
pravzroku 2021 (EK 21). Vramci budovania
silnej socidlnej FEurdpy zameranej na
blahobyt jej ob¢anov a obc¢ianok boli do roku
2030 stanovené tr7 cielové hodnoty pre
oblast zamestnanosti dospelych T'udi, ich
d’alsej odbornej pripravy a pre oblast
znizovania rizika chudoby a socidlneho
vylicenia, s osobitnym dérazom na deti.
Eurdpsky akény pldn a ustanovené ciel'ové
hodnoty boli pre podmienky Slovenska
nasledne upravené \4 dokumente
Vymedzenie narodnych cielov do roku 2030
v kontexte Akcného pldnu na realizdciu
Eurdpskeho piliera socidlnych prdv - navrh
(Vidda SR 2021). Porovnanie cielov je
uvedené v tabulke.

Tab. & 1: Porovnanie EU a narodnych cielov Eu-
ropskeho piliera socidlnych prdv

Ciele EU SR
Min. 78% po- 78 % 76,5 %
pulacie vo veku
20-64 rokov by
malo byt do
roku 2030 za-
mestnanych
Kazdoroc¢ne by sa 60 % 50 %
na odbornej pri-
prave malo zucas-
tiovat aspon
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60% vSetkych do-
spelych l'udi
Do roku 2030 by 15 70 ti-
sa mal zniZit pocet mil., sic, z toho
I'udi ohrozenych  ztoho5 21 tis.
chudobou mil. deti deti

alebo socidlnym
vylicenim asporii o
15 mil.

Zdroje: EK 2021, Vldda SR 2021

Pre ucely tohto prispevku nie je natol'ko
rozhodujice, ako st nastavené jednotlivé
ciele a prislusné ukazovatele, ako skor to, Ze:

e zanosné piliere d'alSieho eurépskeho
rozvoja a podpory socialneho
blahobytu ludi boli ustanovené
oblasti, ktoré sud dlhodobejsie uznané
ako globalne socialne otazky/vyzvy,
a teda si zasluhuji osobitnd
pozornost a intenzivne
medzindrodné usilie (Healy a Link
2012), zaroven oblasti, ktoré
predstavuju piliere zabezpecenia
udrzatelného globalneho rozvoja
(OSN 2015);

e narodné ciele boli ustanovené
rozdielne od EU cielov, re$pektujic
realizovatelnost ich naplnenia v
stanovenom obdobi v narodnych
podmienkach a pri disponibilnych
zdrojoch;

e vSetky piliere sd  vyznamne
prepojené na socidlnu pracu a
odborné angazovanie socialnych
pracovnikov a pracovnicok, kedZze
otazky podpory zamestnanosti v
individualnych trajektériach I'udi, ich
lepsej odbornej pripravy pre potreby
trhu prace, ¢i prevencie a boja proti
chudobe a socidlnemu vyliceniu na
rozlicnom zaklade (napr. z dovodu
veku, zdravotného postihnutia ci
pohlavia) predstavuju typické akéné
polia socialnej prace ako praktickej
profesie, predmetu vzdeldvania ¢i
ako akademickej discipliny.

3 Diskusia a implikacie pre vzdelavanie v
socilnej praci

V nasich predchadzajtcich pracach (por.
Repkova 2016) sme opakovane konStatovali,



Ze zaujem o roznorodé otazky socialnej
politiky nie je medzi Studentmi a
Studentkami socialnej prace vel'mi rozvinuty,
dokonca, Ze u nich mézu vyvolavat negativne
konotacie. K podobnym zaverom dospeli
davnejsie aj Weiss, Gal a Katan (2006), ked’
slabému programu zameranému na otazky
sociadlnej politiky v ramci vzdelavania v
odbore socialna praca pripisovali efekt
nizkeho zaujmu Studentov a Studentiek o
tuto oblast, ¢i nizku mieru jej pochopenia.
Zmieniovali dokonca aj ndasledny efekt v
podobe nedostatocne;j participacie
socidlnych pracovnikov a pracovnicok v
»socidlno-politickej aréne (Payne 2005),
ked’ sa od nich ocakava, ze budu vystupovat’
(aj) v pozicii aktivistov a aktivistiek pre
socialne zaleZitosti.

Nepriaznivé ucinky podcetiovania
vzdelavania v socialno-politickej oblasti a
zdoraziovania systémovych aj praktickych
vztahov socidlnej politiky a socialnej prace
sa moOZu zndsobovat' v pripade, ked sa od
Studentov a Studentiek sociadlnej prace
ocakava chapanie Sirsich (medzinarodnych)
suvislosti problémov cielovych skupin
socidlnej prace, ku ktorym by mali
pristupovat s porozumenim a k rieSeniu
ktorych by mali v budtcnosti profesionalne
prispievat. Studenti a $tudentky, ale najma
socialni pracovnici a pracovni¢ky v praxi su
totiz v  sdcCasnosti  stdle  CastejSie
konfrontovani s nepriaznivymi socidlnymi
situaciami Tudi, ktorych pri¢iny su aj
globadlnej povahy. Ide napr. o désledky
zmeny Kklimy, hromadenia toxickych
materidlov a odpadu pochadzajiacich z
priemyselnych procesov ¢i vojenskych akcif;
o dosledky nic¢enia prirodnych zdrojov pre
ich nadmerné vyuzivanie clovekom, ¢i o
zniZovanie biodiverzity. V stvislosti s tymito
prirodnymi zmenami sa zvySuje vyskyt a
zrychl'uje tempo katastrof a traumatickych
udalosti, ktoré, spolu s nasledkami
vojenskych a  politickych  konfliktov,
dramaticky zhorsuju podmienky pre bezné
fungovanie I'udi (Payne 2023).

Pre vSetky uvedené (a mnohé iné
nepomenované) doévody, je nevyhnutné
zvySovanie pripravenosti Studentov a
Studentiek socidlnej prace hl'adat odpovede
na nové vyzvy medzindrodnej socialnej
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prace, ako rieSit socidlne problémy l'udi
ukotvené v nastaveni globalnych socidlnych
Struktir a aké mechanizmy k tomu vyuZivat.
Weiss, Gal a Katan (2006) vidia vo
vzdelavacich cieloch zameranych na otazky
socialnej politiky cestu, ako u Studentov a
Studentiek  rozsirovat ich  vSeobecné
poznanie, zlepSovat schopnost analyzovat
socialnu politiku, podporovat ich Kkritické
myslenie a chapanie zavazkov k socialnej
spravodlivosti, ¢i chapanie vztahov socialnej
politiky a socidlnej prace. Takéto vzdelavanie
zaroven ponuka nastroje, ako rozvijat
interventné zrucnosti potrebné pre ich
budice angazovanie sa v socialno-politickej
aréne (napr. v oblasti advokacie, negociacii,
lobingu, budovania koalicii, formovania
kampani, ¢i spoluprace s médiami), a to
vSetko nielen v domdacom, ale aj
medzindrodnom prostredi a v mene
medzinarodnych ciel'ov podpory socialneho
blaha l'udi (EK 2021).

ZAVER

Prispevok sme titulovali vo forme otazky,
¢i moze byt socidlna praca nemedzinarodna.
Ak by sme dosledne vychadzali z toho, Ze ho-
vorit o ,medzindrodnom*, znamena mat na
mysli nieco, ¢o sa tyka viac ako jednej krajiny
(Healy 2012), potom by socidlna praca
mohla byt aj nemedzinarodn4, a to vtedy, ak
by reflektovala na uzke narodné, regionalne
Cilokalne problémy a aspekty. Je to vSak v su-
Casnych podmienkach realne? Hlbsim zaobe-
ranim sa danou problematikou pripuisStame,
Ze povodna otazka nebola postavena tak, aby
mohla byt jednoznacne zodpovedatel'na: ze
»,ano“ (socialna praca méze byt nemedzina-
rodnd) alebo ,nie“ (socidlna praca nemoZze
byt nemedzinarodna). Ide skor o to, ako cha-
pat podmienenost sucasnych problémov
jednotlivcov, rodin, skupin a komunit, preco
sa formuju, k comu slazia a akym spoésobom
sa maju vyuzivat medzinarodné mecha-
nizmy (organizacie, deklaracie, dokumenty)
a schémy podpory (napr. zdroje v ramci jed-
notlivych EU programovacich obdobi), ked
ma byt zachovana narodnd (regionalna, lo-
kalna) suverenita pri hl'adani rieseni zodpo-
vedajucich Specifickym Zivotnym okolnos-
tiam a potrebam konkrétnych l'udi.
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Mary POWELL a Linda RIGGIS MAYFIELD
BURNOUT IN SOCIAL WORK FIELD EDUCATION
Switzerland: Springer (SpringerBriefs in Social

Work), 2024

SpringersBrief in Social Work je ucelena
knizna séria zamerand na strucné a pre-
hl'adné spracovanie aktualnych tém a tren-
dov sucasnej socialnej prace, so zameranim
na vzdelavanie, vyskum a prax v socialnej
praci. Mary Powel aLinda Riggis Mayfield
prinasaju v tejto sérii monografiu: Burnout
in social work field education zameranu na
pracu so syndrémom vyhorenia v kontexte
odbornej pripravy Studentov a Studentiek
socialnej prace na prax, ktord je sucastou ich
vzdelavania.

Zamerom tejto knihy je pontknut zhrnu-
tie sucasnych vedeckych poznatkov v tejto
oblasti, vratane predstavenia ich teoretic-
kych vychodisk, relevantnych vyskumnych
zisteni aodborne ukotvenych odportcani
pre Studentov, pedagdégov, supervizrov
a mentorov odbornej praxe.

Autorky sa v 6smych, na seba nadvazuju-
cich kapitolach venuji réznym aspektom
syndréomu vyhorenia vo vzdeldvani v social-
nej praci, vratane (v sucasnej odbornej liet-
ratare zatial malo spracovaného) syndrému
vyhorenia u Studento a Studentiek socialnej
prace. Okrem d'alSich predstavovanych zis-
teni aktualnych vedeckych vyskumov v ob-
lasti syndrému vyhorenia, vychadza mono-
grafia najma z autorského vyskumu realizo-
vaného na vzorke viac ako dvesto Studentov
a Studentiek socidlnej prace, ktory bol zame-
rany na vznik syndrému vyhorenia pocas ich
odbornej praxe pri prvom priamom klinic-
kom kontakte s klientom.

V uvodnej kapitole autorky predstavuju
zakladné vychodiskové pojmy a zhifiiaju zis-
tenia, moZnosti i vyzvy vedeckého vyskumu
v oblasti syndrému vyhorenia, s dorazom na
socidlnu pracu, poukazujuc i na vplyv femini-
zacie tejto profesie na niektoré z aspektov
vnziku syndrému vyhorenia. V nasledujtcich
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dvoch kapitolach sa venuju syndrému vyho-
renia u socialnych pracovnikov a pracovni-
¢ok a nasledne vzniku syndrému vyhorenia
u Studentov a Studentiek socialnej prace,
vratane faktorov, ktoré ho ovplyviiuju (vek,
praca, dizka $tadia, diskrepancia medzi o¢a-
kavaniami a realitou praxe socidlnej prace,
Studijna a emocionalna nerozvnovaha).

|
SpringerBriefs in Social Work

Mary Powell - Linda Riggs Mayfield

Burnout in Social Work
Field Education
Mitigating the Risk

Nasledujtiice kapitoly sa zameriavajd na
vyznam nejednoznacnosti roli v socialnej
praci a v pregradualnej priprave buducich
socialnych pracovnikov a pracovnicok, a jej
vplyvu na vznik syndrému vyhorenia a moz-
nym stratégidm zvladania u socidlnych pra-
covnikov a Studentov pomahajucich profesii,
vratane socidlnej prace. Zaverecnd, najroz-
siahlejSia kapitola, pojednava o aplikacnych



moznostiach predchadzania vzniku syn-
drému vyhorenia (nielen) v oblasti odbornej
praxe budtcich socidlnych pracovnikov
a pracovnicok, zdoraznujuc rolu vzdelavania,
starostlivosti oseba aaktivneho pri-
stupu praxového strediska

V zavere kazdej kapitoly autorky ponu-
kaju rozsiahly zoznam bibliografickych od-
kazov, ktoré boli pouZité pri jej zostavovani,
¢im vytvaraju obrovsku databazu relevant-
nych zdrojov, prehladne Strukturovanych
podla jednotlivych subtém.

Publikacia, svojou strukturov, vysoko ak-
tualnym obsahom i témou, vytvara jedinecny
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nastroj na dosiahnutie ciel'a autoriek mono-
grafie - prispiet k tomu, aby Studenti a Stu-
dentky sociadlnej prace prichadzali na prax
kompetentni zdmerne a na zaklade vlastnych
rozhodnuti konat arozhodovat sa tak, aby
predchadzali riziku vzniku syndrému vyho-
renia.

doc. Ing. Mgr. Zuzana POKLEMBOVA, PhD.
InStitat edukologie a socidlnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

PreSovska univerzita v PreSove



HRICOVA, Alena, David URBAN a Stanislav

ONDRASEK et al.

SOCIALNI PRACE. SOUCASNE TRENDY

Praha: Grada, 2024

Publikacia od Hricovej, Urbana, Ondra-
Seka a kolektivu, vo vydavatel'stve Grada, je
spojenim viacerych prinosov akademikov
a odbornikov zo Slovenska a Ceska, ktoré st
zamerané na sucasné vyzvy atrendy v ob-
lasti socialnej prace. Tie su reflektované
v Siestich tematickych kapitolach. Kniha je
svojou povahou primarne urcend pre Stu-
dentov a Studentky socidlnej prace, socialnej
pedagogiky a Specialnej pedagogiky s cielom
posilnit’ ich vedomostnu orientaciu v teore-
tickych vychodiskach a odbornej praxi. Ob-
sah tematickych kapitol publikacie je vhodny
pre odbornikov a odborni¢ky v socialnej
praci, ale ajinych pomahajucich profesii,
ktori chct svoje poznatky obohatit” d'alSimi
informaciami a doplnit ich o inSpirujuce pri-
stupy v procese prace.

K bazalnym deskriptivnhym ddajom patri
fakt, Ze publikacia je kolektivnou monogra-
fiou, prvého vydania s po¢tom 300 stran. Jed-
notlivé kapitoly su prehladne zoradené,
kazda z nich sa orientuje na vybranu tému,
¢im je zabezpeCeny primerany orientacny
ainformativny charakter publikacie ako
celku. Medzi zakladné okruhy tém monogra-
fie patri , Socidlna prdca v skoldch”; ,Aktu-
dlne problémy a témy socidlnej prdce a so-
cidlnych sluZieb"; Digitalizdcia v socidlnej
prdcl'; ,,Minority a marginalizovanie"; ., Zdra-
vie* a ,Socidlnoprdvne témy v socidlnej
prdcr‘.

Vuvode autori naznacuju, ze sociadlna
praca, ako vednd, akademicka a profesijna
disciplina, pokryva viaceré ciel'ové skupiny,
ktoré su sucast'ou neustaleho spolocenského
vyvoja, a preto jednym zo zamerov publika-
cie je predstavit aktudlne trendy a vybrané
témy v oblasti socidlnej prace. Mozno suhla-
sit' s vyjadrenim
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SOCIALNI
PRACE

Mgr. Magdaleny Hankovej, PhD., Ze , nék-
teré kapitoly neziistavaji pouze v deskripti-
vni roviné, ale usiluji o propojeni teoretic-
kych vychodisek s praxi., ktoré dopliame
o vyzdvihnutie logickej nadvaznosti jednotli-
vych Casti predkladanych kapitol aich pri-
nosu po obsahovej stranke.

So zamerom predostriet Studentom a Stu-
dentkam socialnej prace vybrané oblasti tém
monografie, uvadzame niektoré z nich, ktoré
si mo6zu ndjst svojich citatel'ov a Citatel’ky
s cielom obohatenia si nazorového spektra.
K predmetom zaujmu monografie patri na-
priklad Socidlna prdca v skolskom prostredi
- aktudine trendy a potreby, Koordinovand
rehabiliticia - novy trend v socidlnej prdci
sosobami so zdravotnym postihnutim; So-
cidlne siete a socidlna prdca; VyuZitie novych
technologil v socidlnej prdci;, Aktudlne témy



v starostlivosti o dusevné zdravie u dospe-
lych klientov, Nové pristupy v socidlnej praci
sosobami so zdravotnym postihnutim
a dalsie.

V zavere mozno ocenit, zZe vizual publika-
cie predikuje obsahové zameranie kolektiv-
nej monografie, Co zaroven v citatel'och a ¢i-
tatel'’kach méZe vyvolat vyssi zaujem a refle-
xiu sicasnych trendov socialnej prace. Suma-
rizovanim mozno dodat, Ze publikacia je pi-
sana zrozumitelnym jazykom. Zaroven po-
skytuje otvoreny priestor pre reflexiu teore-
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tickych vychodisk, ktoré je mozné vo vseo-
becnej praxi socidlnej prace bohato uplatnit’.
To podciarkuje aj fakt, Ze monografia sa
opiera o viaceré zdroje v domacom i zahra-
nicnom meradle. Zaroven ponuka socialno-
politické dokumenty, ktoré svojou povahou
zvysuju kvalitu publikacie.

PhDr. Stela RICHNAVSKA

prof. PhDr. Beata BALOGOVA, PhD., MBA
Institat edukoldgie a socidlnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

Presovska univerzita v PreSove



Henri BERGSON

TRVANIi A SOUCASNOST: O EINSTEINOVE TEORII

RELATIVITY

(vlerven}'I Kostelec: Pavel Mervart, 2023

V roku 1911 sa fyzikalne chapanie ¢asu a
priestoru zasadne zmenilo v dosledku
Einsteinovej rozpracovanej teorie relativity,
¢o vyvolalo vyznamnu filozofickil reakciu.
Nazeranie na cas, ako ho interpretuje
Einstein, bolo prelomové a prostrednictvom
filozofického vnimania bol cas veli¢inou,
ktora sa stdva rovnako relativnou ako
subjektivita pozorovatel'ov reality.

Recenzovana publikacia predstavuje
nazeranie na cas prostrednictvom
subjektivneho trvania la durée, ktoré
koncipoval Bergson. Ide o vyznamnu
publikaciu, ktord zhmotnuje mysSlienky
o subjektivite vnimania trvania pritomnosti,
prostrednictvom subjektivneho,
nepretrzitého kvalitativneho pradu
vedomia. Zatial' ¢o Einstein prezentoval cas
ako fyzikalnu veli€inu zavisld od rychlosti a
priestoru, Bergson sa postavil do opozicie
tvrdenim, Ze Cas nie je meratelny - je
prezivany.

Predkladand publikdcia od Henriho
Bergsona - Trvanie a sticasnost predstavuje
interpretaciu Einsteinovej teodrie relativity
vo filozofickom ponimani pritomnosti.
Publikdcia mda charakter monografie so
zameranim na filozofiu.

Vnimanie vlastnej perspektivy je podla
autora odlisné od klasického vnimania, ktoré
je Struktirované, meratel'né ¢i rozkiskované
do usekov v kalenddrom poradi. Autor ho
interpretuje ako zivy obraz pritomnosti,
kedy je moZné vratenie sa do akejkolvek
situacie, ktora je uloZena v k spomienkach,
ktorymi disponujeme. Bergson svojimi
odvaznymi myslienkami prispel
k literarnym pokladom, ktoré zhmotnil a za
ktoré bol oceneny Nobelovou cenou.

Rovnako ako jedinec¢nost autora, ktory
mal precizovany S$tyl pisania, je aj
predkladana publikacia odrazom
komplexného poznavania reality.
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Henri
Bergson

TRVANI
A SOUCASNOST

O Einsteinové
teorii relativity

Monografia je pisand pristupnym, ale
zaroven odbornym a filozofickym jazykom,
ktory si vyzaduje plni pritomnost a mieru
introspektivneho  hladiska pre uplné
pochopenie vychodiskovych myslienok.

Aj napriek tomu, Ze kniha ako komplex
predstavuje snahu o interpretaciu obsahovo
narocnych konceptov ich vyklad je
koncepom, ktory sa rozvija aotvara vo
vrstvach. Pochopenie vyznamovosti preto
prichadza postupne a nezat'aZujuco.

Publikacia je formalne ¢lenena do Siestich
kapitol, ktoré postupne vedu Citatela od
uvodu do problematiky relativity az po
komplexni reflexiu subjektivneho casu.
Ciastkovy  koncept relativity  strieda
vnimanie dplnej relativity, ktora stimuluje
prechod kchdpaniu fungovaniu casu.
Objektivne vnimanie ¢asu je nahradené za
nazeranie mnohotvarnosti c¢asu, ato aj
pomocou prepojenia na svetelné obrazce, ¢i
Stvorrozmerny Casopriestor. VSeobecna
relativita je vnimand ako ontologicka



veli¢ina anielen striktne fyzickd ako
v primarnej teorii relativity preukazoval A.
Einstein.

Autorova zasadnd idea spociva v doraze
na vzajomnost prepojeni velicin, ktorych
zmysel sa rozvija v pohybe a trvani. Pohyb je
vnimany ako premiestiiovanie, pricom je
zarovell aj primarnou mernou jednotkou v
radikalnej relativite - teda nie ako objektivna
veli¢ina, ale ako jav, ktory je uzko spaty s
nas$im bezprostrednym a zmyslovym
vnimanim.

Koncept upriamuje pozornost na to, Ze
nase vnimanie priestoru i Ccasu je
podmienené kvalitativnou kontinuitou - ¢i
uz ide o kontinuitu farby, pohybu alebo
udalosti. Vyber farby je interpretovany ako
relativny, a to nielen na zaklade jej
fyzikalnych vlastnosti, ale aj prostredia, v
ktorom sa nachddza pozorovatel. Farba,
podobne ako pohyb, je vnimana vzdy v
suradniciach konkrétneho kontextu, a teda
pri farbe je vychodiskové svetlo ako
situovana realita.

Pohyb moézeme vnimat prostrednictvom
vnimania, kedy dokaZeme myslienkami
prechadzat’ od blizkeho k vzdialenému, ¢im
sa podielame na tvorbe obrazu kontinuity.
Tato schopnost umoziiuje vnimat sucasnost’
ako sustavu trvajucich intervalov, ktoré
davaju ¢asu rytmus a zmysel. Meranie ¢asu je
chapané nielen ako absoldtna velic¢ina, ale
ako pocitanie sucasnosti okamihov, ktoré sa
vynaraju z ndSho vnutorného trvania a ktoré
mozno interpretovat aj cez vonkajSie
pohyby.

Autor zaroven upozornuje, Ze meranie
Casu nie je ni¢im inym nez konvenciou, ktora
spociva v dohode o tom, o povaZujeme za
krajny bod. V skutoc¢nosti ¢as nie je linearny,
ale cyklicky organizovany retazec okamihov,

Strana | 93

ktory moZe byt vnimany rozli¢ne v zavislosti
od pohybovej dynamiky a mentalneho
naladenia subjektu.

Pre socidlnu pracu to predstavuje
vyznamny koncept, ktory je moZné
interpretovat vramci stimulacie prace
s klientom, ale aj vhlbSom pochopeni
cielovych skupin. Trvanie pritomnosti, ale aj
urcitého casového Useku moze byt
subjektivne prezivané vel'mi odliSne. Trvanie
Casu nie je mozné merat len objektivne, ale
cez subjektivne vnimanie vychadzajuce
z vychodiskového bodu pozorovatel'a. Tento
pristup zastupuje formalne nazeranie na sled
okolnosti, vktorom diZka trvania nie je
urcena kvantitativne, ale kvalitativne cez
hibku prezitia skisenosti.

Téma publikidcie prinesie moznost
nazerania na pritomnost vkomplexnom
pochopeni toho ako sa jednotlivé vrstvy
poznavania mdézu vzajomne ovplyviiovat.
Sekundarne tato praca ma potencial pre
zvySovanie empatie a schopnosti
porozumiet individualite kazdého
jednotlivca v interpretovani socialnej reality
prezivania, ktora je ako reflexiou nad
subjektivnym trvanim a alternativou k
fyzikalnemu cCasu a zarovei ponuka dostojnu
filozoficku protivahu Einsteinovej
objektivizujuicej koncepcii ¢asu.

PhDr. Nat4lia VRANKOVA

InStitat edukolodgie a socidlnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

Presovska univerzita v PreSove



ZASADNUTIE VYKONNE] RADY MEDZINARODNE]
ASOCIACIE SKOL SOCIALNE] PRACE
(INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL OF

SOCIAL WORK)

Sprdva z odborného stretnutia

V januari 2025 mal Institat edukolégie a
socidlnej prace zastipenie na zasadnuti Iy-
konnej rady Medzindrodnej asocidcie skol
socidlnej prdce (International Association of
School of Social Work), ktoré sa uskutocCnilo
v Indickom Dilli. Na dvojdiiovom zasadnuti
rady ho zastupovala doc. Ing. Mgr. Zuzana
Poklembova3, PhD., ktora v sicasnosti pdsobi
ako tajomnicka vo Vykonnom vybore Eurdp-
skej asocidcie kol socidlnej prace (European
Association of School of Social Work -
EASSW). Stretnutie prebehlo v India Interna-
tional Centre s organizacnou podporou U ni-
verzity v Dilli na ktorej sa po jeho ukonceni
uskutoc¢nil celodenny /ASSW Ca-pacity Buil-
ding Workshop ,,In Pursuit of Sustainable Fu-
tures: Perspectives from Social Work", so za-
stipenim prezentujucich zo vSetkych piatich
kontinentov.

Doc. Poklembova vystupila na tomto
workshope v tematickej skupine Globalne
partnerstva, koalicie a kolaboracie s témou
Starostlivost' o seba v praxi a vzdeldvani v so-
cidlnej prdci (Self-Care in Social Work and
Social Work Education), v ktorej zdoraznila
dolezitost’ Starostlivosti o seba ako nevy-
hnutnej sucasti profesijného Zivota social-
nych pracovnikov, ako i Studentov a akade-
mikov v oblasti sociadlnej prace. Obsahom
stretnutia boli, okrem beZnej agendy Medzi-
ndrodnej asocidcie $kol socidlnej prdce
(IASSW), regionalne spravy z jednotlivych
kontinentov a jednotlivych vyborov /ASSW,
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identifikacia strategickych oblasti socialnej
prace v globalnom prostredi, priorit vzdela-
vania v identifikovanych oblastiach a plano-
vanie na tieto oblasti zameranych aktivit
IASSW.

doc. Ing. Mgr. Zuzana Poklembova, PhD
Institat edukoldgie a socidlnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

PreSovska univerzita v PreSove




KONFERENCIA KU PROJEKTU KEGA
TRANSFER DIGITALNYCH TECHNOLOGII DO
INOVACIE METODIKY ODBORNE] PRAXE

V PREGRADUALNE] PRIPRAVE STUDENTOV

SOCIALNE] PRACE

Sprdva z konferencie

Dnia 8. 1. 2025 v Zasadacej sieni dekana FF
PU sa uskutocnila konferencia konana pri
prilezitosti zaverecnej evaludcie vystupov
projektu KEGA ¢ 027PU-4/2022 Transter
digitdlnych technoldgii do inovdcie metodiky
odbornej praxe v pregradudlnej priprave
Studentov socidlnej prdce.

Cielom konferencie bola prezentacia
vystupov projektu, ktorého vysledky prispeli
ku skvalitneniu vyucby odbornej praxe v

pregradudlnej priprave socialnych
pracovnikov pripravou metodikov praxe a ku
posilneniu jej statusu ako vyucovacieho
predmetu. Pocas trojrocného obdobia
rieSenia projektu sa podarilo obsahovo
aktualizovat a didakticky modernizovat
vyucbu predmetu odbornd prax Studentov
socidlnej prace pripravou ucebnic a
pracovnych materidlov pre metodikov praxe
na strednych odbornych Skolach, odbornych
ucilistiach a v centrach pre dieta a rodinu, v
ktorych Studenti socidlnej prace realizuju
priebeZnt a suvisli odbornt prax. Metodické
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a didaktické spracovanie publika¢nych
vystupov zarovenl podporilo tematicki
inovaciu a pripravu modelov pre prakticka
transformdaciu  ziskanych poznatkov a
kompetencii v redlnych podmienkach
socialnej starostlivosti.

Na oponentire sa zucastnili 5 Clenovia
oponentskej rady, veduca projektu a
rieSitel'sky kolektiv projektu, ktori su sicasne
Clenmi /nstititu edukoldgie a socidlnej prace
FF PU v Presove. Zodpovedna riesSitel'’ka, prof.
PhDr. Beata Balogova, PhD., MBA, predstavila
v ramci prezentdcie ciele, vystupy a vysledky
za jednotlivé roky riesenia projektu. Clenky
komisie a oponentky projektu sa zhodli na
hodnoteni vSetkych vystupov projektu za celé
obdobie rieSenia, ktoré povazuju za
excelentné. Naplnenie cielov a klucové
vystupy su komisiou povaZované za
vyznamné prvky modernizacie vzdeldvania
socidlnych  pracovnikov a pracovnicok
prispievajucej k ich pripravenosti pre realnu
prax. Pre ilustraciu vyberdame z posudkov:
JProjektovymi aktivitami projektovy tim
saturoval  potreby  akademickej  obce,
odbornej verejnosti, ale aj ukdzkovo plinil
tretie poslanie univerzit.“, Ciele projektu bolj,
podla mojej mienky, splnené excelentne nad
rdmec pldnovanych aktivit, so zapojenim

mmnozstva  participujicich  domdcich  aj
zahranicnych  subjektov, so zapojenim
vsetkych  spolocenskych  segmentov a

nadprodukciou planovanych vystupov.”
Zaverom moZeme konStatovat spokojnost’
s priebehom a vysledkami projektu, Co je
vystizne zachytené a konkretizované v
zaverecnej oponenture: ,Sumdrne vysledky
projektu poukazuji na viaceré vyznamné



prinosy pre spolocenskii prax. Jednak ide o
rozvoj kritického myslenia u studentov
socidlnej prdce; o posilnenie spoluprdce
medzi univerzitami a zamestndvatelmi; o
zvysovanie kompetencii budicich socidlnych
pracovnikov s réoznymi cielovymi skupinami
socidlnej prdce. Vsetky tieto aktivity su
vyznamnym prinosom pre zvysovanie kvality
pregradudlnej pripravy studentov. Clenom
rieSitel'ského kolektivu projektu srdecne
blahoZeldme a prajeme dalSie pracovné
uspechy v projektovej, pedagogickej a
vedecko-vyskumnej ¢innosti.

prof. PhDr. Beata BALOGOVA, PhD., MBA
veduca projektu

doc. Mgr. Michaela Skyba, PhD.
zastupkyna veducej projektu

Institat edukoldgie a socidlnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

Presovska univerzita v Presove
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AKADEMICKA VYMENA SKUSENOSTI V USA

Sprdva z akademickej ndvstevy

Zacliatkom letného semestra
Akademického roku 2024/25 sa dekanka
Filozofickej fakulty Presovskej univerzity v
Presove, prof. PhDr. Beata Balogova, PhD.,
MBA a doc. Ing. Mgr. Zuzana Poklembovj,
PhD. za [nstitiit edukoldgie a socidlnej prdce
FF PUzGcastnili na pozvanie College of Social
Work, University of Kentucky, dvojtyzdnovej
akademickej navstevy v USA.

UZ osem rokov trva spolupraca InStitat
edukoldgie a socidlnej prace Filozofickej
fakulty Presovskej Univerzity v Presove s
College of Social Work, University of
Kentucky, USA. Vysledkom tejto spoluprace
su okrem spolo¢nych publikacii aj zapojenie
InStititu edukolégie a socidlnej prace
Filozofickej fakulty Presovskej Univerzity v
Presove do Global Self-Care [nitiative -
medzindrodného vyskumu zameraného na
starostlivost o seba socidlnych pracovnikov
a pracovnitok v roznych krajindch sveta,
vratane Slovenska a prvy eurépsky Self-Care
Lab, ktory bol na pbdde Filozofickej fakulty
Presovskej univerzity v Presove slavnostne
otvoreny v jiny 2023.Dalsim milnikom
intenzivnej akademickej spoluprace tychto
dvoch institdcii bola medzinarodna vymeny
skusenosti v Spojenych Statoch, ktorej sa na
pozvanie College of Social Work, University
of Kentucky za preSovské laboratérium
starostlivosti o seba, zucastnili prof. PhDr.
Beata Balogova, PhD., MBA a doc. Ing. Mgr.
Zuzana Poklembova, PhD. Stcastou pobytu
bol, okrem vymeny skusenosti, ticasti na
pracovnych stretnutiach a odbornych
prednaskach, aj podpis d'alSej Partnerskej
zmluvy o spolupraci medzi [nstitiitom
edukologie a socidlnej prdce Filozofickej

Strana | 97

fakulty Presovskej Univerzity v Presove a
College of Social Work, University of
Kentucky,  zameranej na  rozSirenie
prebiehajicej vyskumnej a akademickej
spoluprace na dalSie oblasti: forenznej
socidlnej  prace, umelej inteligencie,
militarnej socidlnej prace a criminal justice.

doc. Ing. Mgr. Zuzana Poklembova, PhD.
prof. PhDr. Beata Balogova, PhD., MBA
Institat edukoldgie a socialnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

PreSovska univerzita v PreSove




ZAPOJILI SME SA DO OSLAV SVETOVEHO DNA

SOCIALNE] PRACE 2025

Sprdva z podujatia

18. marec 2025 bol venovany Svetovému
driu socidlnej prdce. TohtoroCnou témou
bolo , Posilnenie medzigeneracnej solidarity
pre trvaly blahobyt‘ a hlavnym posolstvom
podpora starostlivosti a resSpektu medzi
generaciami, ktora prispieva k trvalej
udrZatel'nosti zdiel'anim mudrosti pre lepSiu
buducnost. Podl'a prezidenta Medzindarodnej
federdcie socidlnych pracovnikov (IFSW)
Joachima Mumba ,tdto téma zdébraziiuje
klucovi tlohu medzigeneracnej
starostlivosti, respektu a spoluprdce pri
vytvdrani odolnych komunit a udrZatelného
prostredia. Podciarkuje odhodlanie profesie
socidlnej prdce budovat’ vztahy, ktoré si
cenia mudrost’ nasich starsich a zdroven
posiliiuji  mladsie generdcie pri rieseni
dnesnych vyziev a kreovani vizie lepsej
budiicnosti. Spolocne mdéZeme vybudovat’
svet, kde sucit a solidarita tvoria zdklad
trvalého blahobytu pre vsetkych.“ V duchu
daného posolstva sa niesli podujatia
Instititu edukoldgie a socidlnej prace FF PU
v Presove (IESP FF PU), konané v ramci oslav
tohto  vynimo¢ného diia, kedy si
pripominame nezastupitel'nt illohu socialnej
prace v spolocnosti pri rieSeni lokalnych i
globalnych vyziev.

Pri tejto prileZitosti sa diia 8. aprila 2025
konali ,Komunitné trhy - Kto daruje ten
ziskava’, ktoré poskytli priestor pre
stretnutie, sietovanie, kooperaciu a
komunitny rozvoj. Myslienka darovania ¢asu
a vzajomnej podpory prinasajicej benefity
pre vSetkych ucastnikov bola zhmotnena
prostrednictvom trhov, v ramci ktorych IESP
FF PU kreoval platformu pre prezentovanie
¢innosti organizacii a ich Kklientov - deti,
mladeZe a seniorov. Pridanou hodnotou
podujatia bola podpora motivacie a
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aktivizacia klientov pomocou predaja
vyrobkov s tematikou Vel'kej noci, na ktorych
tvorbe sa podielali a o ktoré prejavili
Ucastnici trhov velky zaujem. Mali tak
moznost presvedcit sa, Ze ich aktivity maju
zmysel a su ziadané. Na komunitnych trhoch
sa zUcastnili s vyrobkami klientov Spojend
skola interndtna v Trebisove a Zariadenie
pre seniorov Ndruc¢ v Presove. Sucastou
trhov  bola  Zbierka na  podporu
medzigeneracného dobrovolnictva
+DOBROvolnictvo spdjd”, ktoru organizovali
Studenti prvého roc¢nika bakalarskeho studia
socialnej prace David Goris¢ak a Slavomir
Sopc¢dk v ramci Dobrovolnickej praxe.
Projektom plnohodnotne nadviazali na
ustredni myslienku tykajicu sa solidarity,
spoluprace a podpory zdujmu Studentov

a

socialnej prace o rieSenie dnesnych vyziev.




Pod vedenim doc. Mgr. Michaely Skyba,
PhD. bol realizovany aj medzigeneracny
service learningovy projekt, ako sucast
predmetu  Komunitnd socidlna prdca.
Studentky druhého ro¢nika magisterského
stadia socialnej prace - Bc. Zuzana Terazova,
Bc. Zuzana Andrasc¢ikovd a Bc. Jana
Hanovova reflektovali potreby komunity na
zaklade dokladného mapovania terénu,
analyzy komunitnych planov a rozhovorov.
Prisli s navrhom podporujicim socidlne
fungovanie, medzigeneratni solidaritu,
environmentalnu spravodlivost a
komunitny rozvoj. 26. marca 2025 studentky
realizovali projekt s ndzvom , Dajme odpadu
druhi sancu" Aktivita spajajica generaciu
rodicov, starych rodicov a deti prebehla v
Komunitnom centre v Olejnikovea jej cielom
bolo, ako wuvadzaju Studentky, ,posilnit
medzigeneracni solidaritu, rozvijat’
tvorivost’ a jemnu motoriku, podporit
rodicovské  kompetencie a Zvysit’
environmentdlne povedomie. Zimerom bolo
tieZ ukdzat, ako méze zdanlivo nepotrebny
materidl ziskat' novi hodnotu, a zdrovern
poskytnit’ priestor na zmysluplné trdvenie
spolocného casu."

.““
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Vystupom neboli len vyrobky a umelecké
predmety z recyklovanych materialov, ale aj
hlbsi uzitok pre vsSetky zapojené subjekty,
ako vyplyva z reflexii Studentiek: ,7dto
service learningovd aktivita ndm poskytla
cenni skusenost s prdcou priamo v
komunite. Aktivita ndm pomohla rozvijat
komunikacné a organizacné zrucnosti,
naucili sme sa spolupracovat’ s réznymi
vekovymi skupinami a posilnila sa aj nasa
schopnost’ reflexie - najmd v oblasti
predsudkov, ktoré si  casto clovek
neuvedomuje, kym nepride do osobného
kontaktu s komunitou. Zdroveri sme zaZili
pozitivnu  spdtni  vdzbu, ktord nds
motivovala a potvrdila zmysel socidlnej
prdce, ktord je nielen pomocou, ale aj cestou
k posiliiovaniu vztahov, uvedomeniu si
hodnét a spolocnému rastu.”

Spatnda vazba Komunitného centra
potvrdzuje, Ze ,studentky preukdzali
mimoriadne  dobri  komunikdciu  a
spoluprdcu so vsetkymi clenmi timu, vysoki
mieru  profesionality,  spolahlivosti a
empatie.” Projekt napinil ocakdvania v
zmysle  ,spdjania  generdcil,  rozvoja



kreativity a environmentdlneho povedomia
u cielovej skupiny”. Zaroverni ,zodpovedal
aktudlnej potrebe komunity a podporil
medzigeneracnu solidaritu.”

Studentky prezentovali ovocie svojej
usilovnosti a prace na vedeckom sympdziu
Medzinarodna socidlna praca dia 24. 4.
2025. V ramci otvaracieho ceremonialu boli
Studentkdm a Studentom odovzdané
d’akovné listy pani garantkou odboru, prof.
PhDr. Beatou Balogovou, PhD., MBA a
riaditel’kou IESP, doc. Mgr. Michaelou Skyba,
PhD., ako prejav vd'aky za angaZovanost a
Sirenie dobrého mena Presovskej skoly
socidlnej prdce.

Vsetky aktivity boli zastresené garanciou
pani dekanky FF PU v PreSove a realizované
v ramci projektov VEGA ¢ 1/0535/23
Integrdcia  ukrajinskych — migrantov  a
postdenie ndrocnej Zivotnej  situdcie

spojenej s krizou vyvolanou vojnovym
konfliktom optikou socidlnej prdce a KEGA
034PU-4/2025 Transfer digitdlnych
technologil do inovdcie metodiky odbornej
praxe v pregradudlnej priprave Studentov
socidlnej prdce [, ktorych hlavnou
rieSitel'kou je prof. PhDr. Beata Balogovj,
PhD., MBA.

Citujic prezidenta I[FSW, vystiznym
zaverom pre vSetky konané podujatia je
myslienka afrického prislovia: ,,Ak niekomu
rozsvietis lampu, rozjasni to aj tvoju viastnu
cestu. Nase spolocné isilie navzdjom sa
povzbudit' v konecnom doésledku osvetluje
cestu vpred pre vsetkych.”

doc. Mgr. Michaela Skyba, PhD.
InStitat edukoldgie a socialnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

PreSovska univerzita v PreSove
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MEDZIGENERACNE AKTIVITY KU SVETOVEMU DNU

SOCIALNE] PRACE

Sprdva z podujatia

Dnia 18. 03. 2025 Studentky a Studenti 3.
ro¢nika bakalarskeho stupiia stidia socialnej
prace zrealizovali podujatie k prilezitosti
Svetového dria socidlnej prdce. Tohtorotnou
témou bolo Posilnenie medzigeneracnej
solidarity pre trvaly blahobyt- Strengthening
Intergenerational Solidarity for Enduring
Wellbeing. Organizované podujatie bolo
urcené primarne pre seniorov zo ZdruZenia
krestanskych seniorov v Luboticiach a deti
roznych vekovych kategoérii od 5 do 15
rokov. Hlavnym posolstvom bola podpora
vzdjomnej komunikacie, starostlivosti a
reSpektu medzi generdciami, ktora prispieva
k trvalej udrZatel'nosti zdielanim mudrosti
pre lepSiu bududcnost. Usilovali sme sa
pomocou pripravenych aktivit posilnit
medzigeneracné vztahy, podporit vzajomné
porozumenie a vytvorit priestor na zdiel'anie
skisenosti, ktoré obohacuju  vSetky
generacie.

Moderatori v ivode uviedli a predstavili
tento deii a tému, ktorej sa budeme venovat.
Pri kaZdej aktivite zodpovedne napomahali a
zodpovedali poloZené otazky, asistujici
Studenti a Studentky, ktori usmernovali
plynuly chod aktivit. Uvodna aktivita bola
tvorena ako Ice-breaking, kde sme sa
zamerali na najpodstatnejSie momenty
zivota. Druhd z uvodnych aktivit sme
orientovali na vzdjomné spoznanie sa
seniorov, Studentov a zapojenych deti. To
dosiahli prostrednictvom spoloc¢nej
komunikicie, kde si navzajom kladli otazky,
s cielom odhalit, koho alebo ¢o mali
napisanych na nalepkach na cele. Pri tejto
aktivite bolo mnohych zabavnych a
uvolnenych momentov, ktoré navodili
prijemnd atmosféru a napomohli prelomit
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vzajomné bariéry. Program plynule presiel k
hlavnej aktivite, ktorej hlavnou myslienkou,
bolo zdiel'anie vlastnych skisenosti, citatov,
snov, odkazov alebo odporucani. mladez a
seniori spolo¢nymi silami vytvorili strom,
kedy kmeii znazoriioval pevné spojenie ich
medzigenerac¢né spojenie. U¢astnici napisali
na listy tohto stromu, bud’ odkaz, ktory chctu
odovzdat do buduicna, alebo nieco o by eSte
chceli dosiahnut. Kreativna aktivita nemohla
chybat.

Ot o s i

Tret'ou aktivitou mali skupiny docielit to,
aby postavili najvyssiu a najstabilnejsiu vezu



z pomocok, ktoré najdu vo svojej blizkosti. Tu
rozhodovala rychlost, tvorivost, spolupraca,
a kto chcel vyhrat sa naozaj vynasiel. Ako
ostatnu aktivitu sme zaradili kviz, ktory
overoval pamdt a vedomosti naSich
ucastnikov. ISlo tu o rychlost, presnost a
samozrejme zabavu. Na ukoncenie celej
aktivity sme podarovali seniorom a mladezi
vecné ceny. Celé podujatie aZ do konca sa
nieslo v prijemnej atmosfére. Po spatnej
reflexii sme pocitili vd'acnost a radost z
realizovaného podujatia.

Studentky a S$tudenti 3. roénika
bakalarskeho stadia odboru Socid/na prdca a
Etika - socidlna prdca na Institiite edukologie
a socidlnej prdce Filozofickej fakultu
Presovskej Univerzity v Presove

doc. Ing. Mgr. Zuzana Poklembova, PhD.
InStitat edukoldgie a socialnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

PreSovska univerzita v PreSove
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VYSKUM K DOPADOM AKTIVNEHO
DOBROVOLNICTVA NA ZIVOT STARSICH ILUDI BOL

USPESNE UKONCENY

Sprdva z vyskumného projektu

Uvod a kontext

Od marca minulého roka sme opakovane
informovali  zainteresovani verejnost o
odbornej ucasti Instititu  edukoldgie a
socidlnej prdce FF PU v Presove (dalej len
JESPY) a Centra pre edukdciu a vyskum
seniorov (dalej len ,CEVS“) pri realizdcii
vyskumného  projektu zameraného na
skiimanie dopadu dobrovol'nictva starsich 'udi
na ich zivot a jednotlivé aspekty blahobytu.
Pripravu vystupu vyskumného projektu v
podobe studie Dobrovolnictvo starsich l'udi:
dopadovd vyskumnd Stiidia  gestorsky
zastreSoval /nstitit pre vyskum prdce a rodiny
(dalej len ,IVPR) v ramci napliania
prislusného opatrenia Ndrodného programu
aktivneho starnutia na roky 2021-2030, ktory
schvdlila vlada SR v novembri 2021.

Ako subjekty zodpovedné za realizaciu
opatrenia boli urcené Ministerstvo prdce,
socidlnych veci a rodiny SR (d’alej ,,MPSVR SR*)
a Urad splnomocnenca viddy SR pre rozvoj
obcianskej spolocnosti (dalej ,USV SR ROS").
Ako spolupracujice subjekty boli ustanovené
Platforma  dobrovolnickych  centier a
organizacii (dalej ,PDCO“), dobrovolnicke
centra na Slovensku a 1zemna samosprava.

IESP/CEVS ako Clen expertnej pracovnej
skupiny

Pre ucely pripravy Studie bola zriadena
expertna pracovna skupina (d’alej len ,EPS).
Pre /ESPje poteSitelné, ze nad ramec urcenych
organizacii bolo do Cinnosti £PS od pociatku
prizvané aj CEVS. Tato vol'ba nebola ndhodna.
Nezhodnotila sa nou len dlhodoba skiisenost” a
dobrovol'nicka tradicia /ESP, ¢i to, ze CEVS sa
kmenovo venuje diverzifikovanym témam
demografického vyvoja a starnutia populacie.
Pridanou  hodnotou pre pripravovany
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dobrovol'nicky vyskum bolo aj intenzivne
prepojenie CEVS na vybrané stredoeurdpske
akademické a vedecko-vyskumné pracoviska
zaoberajice sa problematikou aktivneho
starnutia a dobrovol'nictva. Pozvanim CEVS do
Cinnosti EFPS sa tak posilnila vnatorna
rovnovaha medzi expertizami zameranymi na
teoreticko-metodologické, socidlno-politické a
praktické  aspekty  vyskumu  dopadov
aktivneho dobrovolnictva na Zivot starSich
T'udi.

Kréatko z priebehu spoluprace v £PS

Vybrané zamestnankyne /ESP/CEVS sa
zucastnovali vSetkych faz odbornej spoluprace
Cleniek a ¢lena £PS. V marci 2024 sa aktivne
zucCastnili Gvodného vedeckého workshopu
zameraného na prvotnd harmonizaciu medzi
ulohou realizovat vyskumnu dopadovu studiu,
zdrojmi (personalnymi, finan¢nymi,
Casovymi), ktoré sti k tomu k dispozicii,
rovnako aktivitami a zodpovednostami
aktérov zastipenych pri priprave studie.
Diskusia pocas workshopu preukazala, Ze
téma dobrovolnictva je prierezova téma,
,nemd jedného zodpovedného“ a vidy je
potrebné koordinovat cCinnost rozlicnych
subjektov, ktoré sa jej venuju vyskumne (/VPR,
IESP/CEVS), legislativne a socialno-politicky
(najma USV SR ROS), advokaéne a metodicky
(najma PDCO) a ktoré ju prakticky vykonavaju
(napr. dobrovolnicke centrd). Zaroven bolo
identifikovanych viacero vyznamnych
domadcich i medzinarodnych zdrojov pre tcely
sekundarnej vyskumnej analyzy toho, o je uz
kvantitativne o problematike dobrovolnictva
starsich I'udi a jeho vplyvu na ich Zivot zname.

Dalsi vedecky workshop, ktory sa
uskutocnil koncom juna 2024, bol zamerany na
diskusiu ku kvantitativnym zisteniam ako



zakladu pre planovanie dalSej vyskumnej
Cinnosti  kvalitativnej povahy. Nasledne
pokracovali metodologické prace k priprave
kvalitativneho vyskumu - inStrumentdlnej
pripadovej studie Centra dobrovolnictva n. o,
Banskd Bystrica, ktory sa uskutoc¢nil na jeseni
2024. V novembri 2024 boli pocas on-line
stretnutia EPS vsSetky zozbierané data
diskutované a na zaklade diskusie bola
pripravena a koncom decembra 2024
odovzdand zadavatel'ovi (MPSVR SR) konecna
vyskumna studia.

Zavrs$enie spoluprace na vyskume

V ramci zaviSenia procedury preberania
vyskumnej Studie zadavatelom (MPSVR SR)
sme sa 30.1.2025 zucastnili vedecko-
odborného stretnutia pod nazvom Dialdgy s
IVPR. Institut pre vyskum prace a rodiny ako
zodpovedny gestor za pripravu Stidie nim
otvoril svoj novy komunikacny format medzi
zamestnancami a zamestnankynami /VPR,
MPSVR SR, Ustredim prace, socidlnych veci a
rodiny a zastupcami inych organizacif, ktoré
spolupracovali s /VPR pri rieSeni jednotlivych
vyskumnych tloh.

Prvé Dialégy boli venované prave
problematike dobrovolnictva starSich Tudi a
jeho dopadov na ich zdravie, socidlny a
psychicky stav ako podkladu pre propagaciu
dobrovolnictva medzi touto cielovou
skupinou. Dialégov sa ztcastnilo vedenie /VPR,
zamestnanci a zamestnankyne /VPR, vybrani
zamestnanci a zamestnankyne viacerych sekcif
MPSVR SR. Pozvanie prijali aj expertky a expert
z inych organizacii v pozicii ¢leniek a ¢lena £PS
zriadenej pre ucely pripravy dopadovej studie,
konkrétne z Katedry socidlnej prace PdF UMB
v Banskej Bystrici, z Uradu splnomocnenca
viddy SR pre rozvoj obcianskej spolocnosti, z
Unie miest Slovenska a z IESP/CEVS.

Zmienime len niekol'ko postrehov z
diskusie:
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e rozSirenie vlastnych obzorov ti¢astnicok a
ucastnikov 0 tom, ako vel'mi
diverzifikované m6zu byt podoby a formy
dobrovol'nickeho angazovania (nielen)
starSich Tudi a v akych rozlicnych
prostrediach sa méze vykonavat; jedna
Ucastnicka bez tUmyslu akéhokolvek
znevazenia otvorene priznala: ,... nemala
som o tom informdcie ... myslela som si, Ze
dobrovolnici st najmd [ludia, ktori
zbieraji odpadky...";

e ocenenie informdcif a hlbsich poznatkov o
rozdieloch medzi neorganizovanym a
organizovanym ¢i neuvedomovanym a
uvedomovanym dobrovolnictvom, ktoré
viedli u niektorych diskutujicich k zmene
nahladu aj na niektoré vlastné aktivity,
ktoré bezne v zivote vykonavaju;

e snaha ujasnit si, aké odporucania a
implikacie vyplyvaji z vyskumu pre
verejné politiky; kK Comu teda prioritne
smerujeme...";

e predstavenie  systému  inkluzivneho
dobrovol'nictva, ktoré autorky ponukli ako
hodnotovii  zdkladiiu pre  tvorcov
verejnych politik v tejto oblasti (pozri
bulletin 11/2024).

Stretnutie osviezila vystiznd myslienka
jednej zo spoluautoriek dopadovej Studie, v
ktorej integrovala vSetko kl'icové, ¢o na inom
odznelo: PribliZne jedna tretina star$ich I'udi sa
venuje dobrovolnictvu, dalSia tretina sa vo
vyskumoch vyjadrila, Ze o to nema zaujem; tak
podme cez propagaciu a podporné politiky
zabojovat o ti zvysni! ... Ziaden d’al$i komentar
nie je potrebny.

prof. PhDr. Kvetoslava Repkova, CSc.
zodpovedni riesitel'’ka

InStitat edukologie a socidlnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

Presovska univerzita v PreSove



USPECHY STUDENTOV PRESOVSKE] SKOLY
SOCIALNE] PRACE NA CELOSLOVENSKOM KOLE

SVOC 2025 V RUZOMBERKU

Sprdva zo studentskej vedeckej a odbornej cinnosti

Celoslovenské kolo SVOC v odbore
socialna praca sa v roku 2025 konalo dna
06.05.2025 na Katedre socidlnej prdce
Pedagogickej fakulty Katolickej univerzity v
Ruzomberku. SVOC prace boli rozdelené do
dvoch  kategérii, do bakalarskej a
magisterske;j.

Bakalarska sekcia celoslovenského kola
SVOC predstavila pat zaujimavych tém z
oblasti socialnej prace z troch univerzitnych
pracovisk v ramci Slovenska. Konkretizujuc,
2 prace prisSli reprezentovat Studenti z
Instititu edukoldgie a socidlnej prace FF PU
v Presove (dalej I[ESP FF PU), rovnako 2
SVOCprace pochadzali z FF UPJS v Kosiciach
a napokon ostatnti SVOC pracu predstavila
Studentka z FZaSP TU v Trnave. O
heterogenitu skimanych prac v intenciach
socidlnej prace sa v bakalarskej sekcii
zasluzili nasledujice témy: Kvalita Zivota
klientov s mentdlnym postihnutim v
Domovoch socidlnych sluZieb; Stres a
profesijnd kvalita Zivota vo vybranej skupine
pomdhajicich profesiondlov; Stres a jeho
zvlddanie u Studentov pomahajiicich profesii
a napokon svoje SVOC prace odprezentovali
nasi Studenti tretieho ro¢nika z /ESP FF PUv
PreSove - Livia MikloSova s témou Socidlne
fungovanie rodin zo znevyhodneného
prostredia pod skolitel'skym vedenim doc.
Ing. Petra Galla, PhD. a Student Patrik
Popovi¢ s témou Reziliencia ako koncept
ovplyvitujiici  Zivotné nastavenie klienta
socidlnej prdce, ktoru viedla doc. Ing. Mgr.
Zuzana Poklembov4, PhD. Prezentacie SVOC
prac posudzovala 7-Clennd bakalarska
komisia tvorend zastupcami Kkatedier C¢i

Strana | 105

inStitatov socidlnej prace zo vsetkych kutov
Slovenska. Za /ESP FF PU v Presove sa na
menovanom podujati v bakalarskej sekcii
zUCastnila odborna asistentka Mgr. Livia
Pastrnakova, PhD.

Magisterska sekcia mala prevahu z
hl'adiska poctu prezentovanych 9 tém, kde sa
okrem domacich SVOC prac, zameranych na
rozne témy ako napriklad socialna praca s
mladeZou, zamestnaneckd problematika
0s6b so zdravotnym postihnutim ¢i aktualne
témy hypermodernej doby fokusované na
buducnost Slovenska ocami generacie Z,
téma klimatickej krizy ¢i problematické
pouZivanie internetu u adolescentov so
zameranim sa na vztahovu vazbu, podielali
aj zahrani¢né online prezentacie s témami
sociadlnej opory a copingovych stratégii v
suvislosti so zvladanim rizik spojenych s
vyuzivanim internetu. Za [ESP FF PU v
PreSove nas reprezentovali Studentky 2.
ro¢nika magisterského stupna Studia,
menovite Bc. Zuzana Andrascikova s témou



VyuZitie umelej inteligencie v socidlnej prdci.
Prinosy a rizikd umelej inteligencie v Studiu
socialnej prace, kde $kolitel’kou SVOC prace
bola doc. Ing. Mgr. Zuzana Poklembova, PhD.
a Bc. Zuzana Terazovd s témou
Arteterapeutické metédy a ich vplyv na
socidlne fungovanie klientov v pobytovych
zariadeniach pod Skolitel'skou gesciou prof.
PhDr. Beaty Balogovej, PhD. Na priebeh
magisterskej sekcie aktivne dohliadala 6
Clenna Kkomisia, v Kktorej Institat bol
zastupeny riaditel'’kou, doc. Mgr. Michaelou
Skyba, PhD. O odborni oporu nasich
prezentujicich Studentov sa zasldizila doc.
Ing. Mgr. Zuzana Poklembova, PhD., ktora
bola na tomto vyznamnom dni pritomna a
ktora je zarovei koordinatorkou SVOC prac
za Institut.

O uspesny priebeh oboch sekcii SVOC
2025 v odbore socidlna praca sa zasluzili
vSetci Ucastnici, ktori v ¢asovom limite 10
minat predviedli prezentacné schopnosti
svojich vyskumnych zamerani. Po ich
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prezentacii nasledovala prezentacia
Skolitel'skych a oponentskych posudkov a
diskusia zo strany =zucastnenych clenov
komisie.

Pre nas /ESP FF PU v PreSove bolo toto
podujatie vel'mi uspesné, a to z viacerych
hl'adisk. Jednak uz z dévodu samotnej ticasti
a reprezentacie PreSovskej Skoly socialnej
prace naSimi Studentmi, no najma kvoli
oceneniu aplikac¢nej roviny prezentovanych
tém v praxi socidlnej prace. Je potrebné
dodat, ze prave aplikacnou rovinou drzi
dlhoro¢ne nas Institat liderstvo na tomto
podujati.

V celonarodnej $tudentskej sutazi SVOC
2025 sa za bakalarsku sekciu umiestnili
obaja bakalari, kde Livia MikloSova obsadila
2. miesto a Patrik Popovi¢ 3. miesto, za
magisterski sekciu sa rovnako umiestnili
obe Studentky, kde Bc. Zuzana Terazova
ziskala 2. miesto a Bc. Zuzana Andrascikova
si odniesla wunikdtnu cenu Asocidcie
vzdeldvatelov v socidlnej prdci na Slovensku.
Vitazkam, vitazovi a Skolitelom ich prac
patri vel'’ké ocenenie.

Mgr. Livia Pastrnakova, PhD.
Institut edukolégie a socidlnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

PreSovska univerzita v PreSove



MEDZINARODNA SOCIALNA PRACA VO VEDECKOM
DISKURZE: PRESOV HOSTIL VYZNAMNYCH HOSTI

Sprdva z podujatia

Vedecké sympézium  Medzindrodnd
socidlna prdca, ktoré sa na sklonku aprila
uskutoc¢nilo na pbéde Filozofickej fakulty
Presovskej univerzity v Presove,
predstavovalo vyznamnd platformu na
odborn vymenu poznatkov v oblasti
socidlnej prace. Podujatie sustredilo
poprednych odbornikov zo zahranicia aj zo
Slovenska, ktori prezentovali najnovsie
vedecké poznatky a reflektovali aktudlne
vyzvy profesie v globalnom i lokdlnom
kontexte. Sympézium zddraznilo potrebu
systematického prepajania tedrie s praxou a
podporilo interdisciplindrnu reflexiu
o efektivnej aplikacii vedeckych vysledkov
do sféry praxe. Prispevky vynikali vysokou
metodologickou Udroviiou a podnietili
diskusiu o smerovani socidlnej prace v
dynamicky sa  meniacej spolocnosti.
Podujatie vyznamne prispelo k rozvoju
vedeckého diskurzu a posilnilo

medzindrodnu spolupracu v tejto oblasti.

Srdce Sari$a ako centrum odborného
vzdelavania a medzinarodnej spoluprace
PreSov sa v uplynulych diioch stal
miestom vyznamného vedeckého podujatia,
ktoré potvrdilo jeho poziciu medzi centrami
odborného vzdelavania a vyskumu v oblasti
socidlnej prace. Vedecké sympézium s
nazvom Medzindrodnad socidlna prdca pod
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gesciou dekanky Filozofickej  fakulty
Presovskej univerzity v Presove (FF PU)
prof. PhDr. Beaty Balogovej, PhD. MBA
a European Association of Schools of Social
Work (EASSW), sustredilo poprednych
odbornikov zo zahrani¢nych univerzit a
vyskumnych instittcii, ako aj renomovanych
domdcich  odbornikov, ¢im  vytvorilo
platformu pre intenzivny odborny dialég a
medzindrodnu vymenu poznatkov.
Organizatorom podujatia bol [nstitit
edukologie a socidlnej prdce v spoluprdci
(IEaSP) s Centrom pre edukdciu a vyskum
seniorov, Self-Care Lab FF PU v Presove a
College of Social Work, University of

Kentucky.

Ako uviedla dekanka fakulty pri otvoreni
podujatia, opodstatnenost’ realizacie
vedeckého sympdzia venovaného

medzinarodnej sociadlnej praci vychadza z
vyznamnych historickych aj sucasnych
stvislosti: ,Ceskoslovensko patrilo pred sto
rokmi k siestim zakladajiucim krajindm
Medzindrodnej asocidcie skdl socidlnej prace
(IASSW) a neskér aj Medzindrodnej
federdcie socidlnych pracovnikov (IFSW),
ktord dnes zdruZuje 141 krajin sveta. Tdto
tradicia zavazuje aj nasu fakultu, ktord po
roku 1990 ako prvd v  byvalom
Ceskoslovensku obnovila pripravu
socidlnych pracovnikov, vytvorila priestor
pre vznik Asocidcie vzdeldvatelov v socidlnej
prdci a aktivne sa zapojila do eurdpskych
profesijnych struktir. Vsetky tieto aktivity
nds zavdzuju pokracovat’ v nastiupenych
trendoch a aktivne reagovat’ na narastajicu
socidlnu nerovnost’ a oslabovanie socidlnych
istot v globalizovanom svete, uviedla prof.
PhDr. Beata Balogova, PhD., MBA, hlavna
rieSitel'’ka projektu VEGA a garantka odboru,



dekanka FF PU v Presove, riaditel'ka Centra
pre edukdciu a vyskum.

V uvode so svojim prihovorom vystupila
aj doc. Mgr. Michaela Skyba, PhD., riaditel'ka
[EaSP, ktora poukazala na vyznam
medzinarodného rozmeru v socialnej praci,
ktory je historicky hlboko zakoreneny a
neodmyslitel'ne spojeny aj s jej rozvojom na
Slovensku: ,Rozvoj socidlnej prdce na
Slovensku je neodmyslitelne spdty s
medzindrodnou spoluprdcou, ktord je jej
imanentnou a neprehliadnutelnou sticastou
minimdlne od cias Tomdsa Garrigua
Masaryka a Alice Masarykovej, ktori
vyznamnou mierou prispeli k rozvoju
socidlnej legislativy a skolstva v nasich
podmienkach. Tesim sa na prispevky, ktoré
nds pozyvaju premyslat’ o réznych
kontextoch, a kladu otizku, ¢i vobec moze
byt socidlna prdca nemedzindrodnd. Sme
hrdi, Ze aj prostrednictvom ndsho clenstva v
European Association of Schools of Social
Work (EASSW) prispievame k rozvoju
medzindrodnej socidlnej prace.”

Uvodnym slovom sa na sympdziu
ucastnikom a ucastnickami prihovorili aj
Mgr. Michaela SepesSiova, PhD., univerzitna
docentka, prodekanka pre vzdelavanie a
marketing FF PU v Presove, prof. Christos
Panagiotopoulos, PhD., University of Nicosia,
Cyprus, prezident EASSW, doc. Ing. Mgr.
Zuzana Poklembova, PhD. z /EFaSP FF PU v
Presove, cClenka Vykonného vyboru a
tajomnicka EASSW. Kvyznamnym hostom
podujatia patrili prof. Lena Dominelli, PhD.,
Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of
Stirling, Dr. Winnie Rugutt, PhD., /nstitute of
Diplomacy and International Studies (DDIS),
University of Nairobi, Dr. Jolanda Berends,
Departement of Education, Faculty of Social
Sciences adalSie vyznamné osobnosti
z oblasti socialnej akademicke;j sféry.

Vyzvy medzinarodného rozmeru

Odborny  program  sympézia  bol
zamerany na prezentaciu aktudlnych
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vyskumnych trendov a  teoretickych
koncepcii v socialnej praci, s dérazom na ich
aplikovatelnost v  praxi. Prednesené
prispevky sa venovali Sirokému spektru tém
- od otazok socidlnej inklizie a vylacenia,
migracie, komunitnej prace, aZz po nové
pristupy k ochrane dusSevného zdravia a
posililovaniu odolnosti zranitel'nych skupin.
Uéastnici a Gi¢astni¢ky ocenili nielen vysoku
odbornu droven prezentovanych prac, ale aj
kriticky pohlad na aktualne vyzvy, ktorym
socidlna praca v globdlnom i lokdlnom
kontexte Celi.

W developed the prolile, its specific
characteristics. and needs hasest on the Cammrmits Pan snd

Sacastou sympoézia boli aj vystupenia
zahranicnych akademickych kapacit z
renomovanych univerzit, ktoré svojimi
vyskumnymi a praktickymi skusenostami
obohatili odborna diskusiu a poskytli
inSpirativne pohlady na aktualne trendy v
oblasti socialnej prace. Zarovern, pribliZenie
vedeckych vychodisk zahrani¢nych kolegov
a kolegyn prispel k hlbSiemu porozumeniu
globalnych vyziev v socidlnej praci a
poukdzal na  potrebu intenzivnejSej
medzindrodnej spoluprace pri rieSeni
socialnych problémov.

Dolezitym prinosom sympézia bola
jednozna¢na orientdcia na prepojenie
vedeckého vyskumu s praxou. Diskusie i
tematické bloky reflektovali potrebu
adaptovat teoretické rdmce na dynamicky sa
meniace podmienky v spolocnosti a
poukazali na dolezitost profesijnej flexibility



socialnych pracovnikov a pracovnicok. Prave
schopnost’ Kkritickej aplikacie vedeckych
poznatkov v kazdodennej profesionalnej
realite bola viackrat vyzdvihnuta ako
kl'icovy predpoklad efektivneho vykonu
socialnej prace.

Sucastou podujatia bol aj priestor
venovany  ocellovaniu  Studentov  a
Studentiek za dobrovol'nicku angaZovanost,
na sympoéziu navyse vystupili aj Studentky 2.
rotnika  Mgr. Studia Bc.  Zuzana
Andrascikovd, Be. Zuzana Terazova, Bc. Jana
Hanovova. Vystipenie trojice Studentiek na
sympo6ziu bolo dokazom intenzivnej
spoluprace so Studentmi. Ich prispevok bol
zamerany na prezentaciu ich skisenosti so
service  learningovym  projektom v

segregovanej rémskej komunite v ramci
predmetu Komunitnd socidlna prdca. Vsetky
aktivity ocenenych Studentov sa realizovali
pri prilezitosti Svetového dha socidlnej
prdce, ktorého tohtoro¢nou témou bola
medzigeneracna solidarita.

Aktualne vyskumné trendy a aplikacné
pristupy

Sympozium svojim interdisciplinarnym
charakterom vytvorilo platformu pre
kriticki reflexiu sucasnych trendov v
socialnej praci a umoznilo hlbsiu analyzu
procesu transferu vedeckych poznatkov do
aplikacnej sféry. Prednesené prispevky
vynikali metodologickou preciznostou a
dorazom na prienik medzi teoretickymi
ramcami a praktickymi intervenciami.
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Podujatie zaroven poukdazalo na potrebu
systematického prepdjania akademického
vyskumu s poziadavkami praxe a na vyznam
profesijnej  adaptability @ v  kontexte
dynamicky sa meniaceho socidlneho
prostredia. Vedecky diskurz v ramci
sympozia tak vyznamne obohatil odbornu
komunitu, podnietil nové smerovania v
oblasti vyskumu a otvoril priestor pre d'alSiu
akademickil aj prakticki spolupracu na
medzinarodnej drovni.

Organizatorom sympdzia patri uznanie za
preciznu odbornd pripravu a vytvorenie
priestoru pre vedecky dialog, ktory potvrdil
vyznam socidlnej prace ako dynamicky sa
rozvijajucej discipliny s kI'i¢ovou dlohou v
sucasnej spoloc¢nosti. Podujatie sa
uskutoc¢nilo ako sucast rieSenia vedeckych
projektov: VEGA ¢. 1/0535/23 Integrdcia
ukrajinskych migrantov a postidenie
ndrocnej Zivotnej situdcie spojenej s krizou
vyvolanou vojnovym konfliktom optikou
socidlnej prdce aKEGA 034PU-4/2025
Transfer digitdlnych technologii do inovdcie
metodiky odbornej praxe v pregradudlnej
priprave studentov socidlnej prdce I1.

PhDr. Iveta Bendulov3, PhD,,

PhDr. Veronika Kmetény Gazdova, PhD.
InStitat edukoldgie a socialnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

Presovska univerzita v PreSove



ZUCASTNILI SME SA MOBILITY NA MALDIVSKE]
NARODNE] UNIVERZITE V MALE

Sprdva z medzindrodnej mobility

V termine od 22.5. - 28.5.2025 prebiehala
medzinarodna mobilita Swvet ako sucast
programu Erasmus+, ktorej sa zucastnili
dekanka Filozofickej fakulty PU v Presove a
garantka odboru, prof. PhDr. Beata Balogov3,
PhD., MBA ariaditel’ka /nstitiitu edukoldgie a
socidlnej prdce FF PU v Presove, doc. Mgr.
Michaela Skyba, PhD. Pracovna cesta sa
konala v ramci Akcie KA131 Svet ktora
podporuje medzindrodné aktivity a mobility
do tzv. tretich krajin celého sveta. U¢elom
pracovnej cesty bolo rozSirovanie a
posililovanie siete odbornych kontaktov,
budovanie medzindrodného partnerstva
medzi inStiticiami a podpora stratégie
internacionalizacie. Prostrednictvom aktivit,
ktoré boli organizované vedenim The
Maldives National University a Faculty of
Health Sciences, boli naplnené stanovené
ciele mobility s uskutotnenim dohody o
d’alSej spolupraci na vedecko-vyskumnych
aktivitdich. Vaznost kreovania pilierov
budiicej spoluprace podporila ucast
poprednych predstavitelov univerzity na
spolo¢nych pracovnych stretnutiach,
ktorych sa zucastnili: dekanka Faculty of
Health Sciences of the Maldives National
University - Dr. Aishath Shanoora,
prorektorka - Dr. Aishath Shehenaz Adam,
zastupkyna prorektora pre oblast vyskumu a
podnikania - Dr. Raheema Abdul Raheem a
vedica Katedry behaviordinych vied -
Mariyam Neeris. K dal$im vyznamnym
osobnostiam patrili riaditel'ka Katedry
lekdrskych vied - Fathimath Shirani, riaditel
Katedry rehabilitacnych vied - Ammar Suhail
a veddci oddelenia administrativneho a
podporného timu - Hassan Mohamed. Stretli
sme sa aj so zastupkyifiou riaditela
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medzindrodného oddelenia, ktorou je
Hushama Saeed a s riaditel'om univerzitnej
kniZnice Hussainom Haleem. Mali sme tak
prilezitost oboznamit sa s digitdlnym
repozitdrom Saruna. Ide o online databazu
poskytujicu miesto na zhromazdovanie,
prispievanie a  zdielanie digitalnych
vzdelavacich zdrojov vztahujucich sa ku
Maledivim a  jednotlivym  lokdlnym
problematikdm, ktoré prispievaju  ku
skvalitneniu vyucby a s s oblubou
vyuzivané vo vyskumnych a vzdelavacich
aktivitach. Vyznamnym obohatenim bol job
shadowing spojeny s diskusiou a otvorenym
priestorom pre kladenie otazok, ktory nam
poskytol vhl'ad do vyucbovej ¢innosti, uloh
vyucujucich a fungovania univerzitnych
subsystémov. Stretnutie s vedenim fakulty, s
pracovnikmi  dekanatu fakulty ¢ s

pracovnikmi kniZnice a pozorovanie kolegov
v praci podporilo nd$ zaujem bliZSie sa
oboznamovat so Specifikami praktickej a
teoretickej pripravy Studentov v odbore
socialna praca.




V  krajine s najniZzSou priemernou
nadmorskou vyskou na svete sa nachadza
Maldivskd ndrodnd univerzita. Univerzita
pontka Stadium réznych  Studijnych
programov, medzi nimi aj sociadlnej prace,
ktoré sa  uskutoCiiuje na  Fakulte
zdravotnickych vied. Centrom zaujmu je
posilnovat’ spolupracu univerzity s d'alSimi
pracoviskami a s komunitou so zamerom
sprostredkovat  Studentom  skusenosti
formujuce ich buddce smerovanie. Fakulta
bola otvorend v roku 1973 a patri k
najstarSim na univerzite. Ma stabilné
postavenie v ramci vzdelavania so
zdravotnickou orienticiou, a rovnako
poskytuje kvalitni pripravu pre prax v ramci
Studijnych odborov, akymi su poradenstvo,
socidlna praca ¢i psycholégia. V ramci
pracovnych stretnuti sme mali moZnost
prezentovat Presovskii univerzitu v Presove,
Filozoficku fakultu, I[nstitit edukoldgie a
socidlnej prdce a PreSovski skolu socidlnej
prdce. Vymenili sme si vzajomné postrehy a
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poznatky tykajtce sa vzdelavania v socialnej
praci vzhl'adom ku bohatym vyskumnym a
pedagogickym  skisenostiam IESP a
univerzity v Malé.

Maldivskd  ndrodnd  univerzita sa
koncentruje na dolezité oblasti praxe -
zneuzivanie deti, domace nasilie, duSevné
zdravie, zneuzivanie drog a drogovu
zavislost, kriminalitu, nasilie, spravodlivost
a socialnu politiku. Mohli sme preto s
potrebnou davkou erudicie pristipit ku
rokovaniam o budiicom smerovani naSej
spoluprace na vedecko-vyskumnych
projektoch. Podobne ako u néas, fakulta
ponuka studentom mnozstvo prileZitosti pre
otestovanie vedomosti \4 praxi
prostrednictvom odbornej praxe
podporujicej u Studentov zodpovedny
pristup k rieSeniu aktualnych problémov.
Vyucba prebieha kombinovanou formou s
cielom umoznit Studentom realizaciu v
oblasti socidlnej praxe tykajucej sa ochrany
deti, domaceho nasilia, drogovej zavislosti,
napravnych  zariadeni, vizenstva a
podmienecného  prepustenia, socialnej
ochrany ¢i duSevného zdravia.

Institit edukoldgie a socidlnej prdce ma
pestru histériu narodnych a
medzinarodnych aktivit posiliiujicich status
socialnej prace. Je clenom EASSW a v ramci
svojho clenstva ma IESP bohaté skdsenosti s
medzinarodnou spolupracou v oblasti
organizacie konferencii, Ucasti na
projektoch, publikacnej a vyskumnej
¢innosti. Je jednym z univerzitnych pracovisk
na Slovensku, ktoré medzi prvymi vytvorilo
Studijny odbor socidlna praca po zmene
socialistického rezimu. InStitat
spolupracoval s vyskumnymi a odbornymi
inStiticiami, ako su Slovenskd akadémia
vied, Slovenskd sociologickd spolocnost’ a i.
Potencial instititu prispiet k rozvoju a
profesionalizacii socialnej prace zdoraznuje
fakt, Ze sa niekol'’kokrat stal sidlom Asocidcie
vzdelivatelov socidlnej prdce na Slovensku,
podporil jej vznik a naplnil jej ciele zamerané



na zlepSenie kvality Studijného odboru
socialna praca a vykonu socialnej prace v
praxi, ako aj na podporu inStitucionalizacie
socialnej prace ako samostatného
spoloc¢enskovedného odboru. Od roku 2011
aktivity 1ESP obohacuje Centrum pre
edukdciu a vyskum seniorov (CEVS), ktoré sa
stalo jeho sucastou. Zamerom CEVS je
napliat poZiadavky rozvoja znalostnej
spolo¢nosti, podporovat spolupracu v
stredoeurépskom priestore a vyskum
starnutia odrazajici demografické trendy.
Medzi dalSie Specializované a vyskumné
pracoviskd na Filozofickej fakulte patri
Laboratorium starostlivosti o seba (Self-Care
Lab), ktoré bolo zriadené na IESP v roku
2023. Nadviazalo na aktivity
medzinarodného vyskumného projektu
Global Self-Care Initiative, ktory sa
zameriava na profesiondlnu a osobnu
starostlivost’ o seba socidlnych pracovnikov
v roznych krajindch sveta a na ktorom sa
IESP aktivne podiela uZ desatrocie. Dal$im
vyznamnym faktom je ocenenie inStitatu
ziskaného v roku 2021 - Cena Alice
Salomonovej, ktori udeluje EASSW za
inovativne  pedagogické a  praktické
skusenosti vo vzdelavani v socidlnej praci.

Je zjavné, zZe IESP je spolahlivym
partnerom pre spolupracu a zdiel'anie
sktisenosti. Intenzivnhe sa angaZuje Vv
medzinarodnej spolupraci uvedomujic si
nevyhnutnost budovania socialneho
kapitalu s fokusom na rozvijanie klticovych
zrucnosti a vedomosti, ako aj osvojenie
metdd nevyhnutnych pre vykon socialnej
prace. Preto je pochopitel'né nase nadsenie z
prejaveného zaujmu univerzity o spolupracu
v roznych oblastiach vyskumnej ¢innosti a
pri  kreovani Studijnych  programov.
Vynimocnost univerzity podciarkuje
zanietenost a skuto¢ny zaujem skvalitiiovat
pripravu Studentov pre prax. NaStartovali
sme platformu pre spolo¢né napliianie
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principu internacionalizacie deklarovanym
usilim, otvorenostou, aktivitami a agendou
oboch pracovisk, C¢o povazujeme za
vyznamny  benefit naSej cesty za
nepoznanym.

doc. Mgr. Michaela Skyba, PhD.

prof. PhDr. Beata Balogova, PhD., MBA
Institat edukoldgie a socialnej prace
Filozoficka fakulta

Presovska univerzita v PreSove



POKYNY PRE AUTORKY A AUTOROV

Redakcia prijima prispevky, ktoré
zodpovedaju profilu ¢asopisu. Vami zaslany
prispevok musi byt urceny vyhradne na
publikaciu v Casopise JOURNAL
SOCIOTERAPIE.

Informacie o postupe prijatia

Redakcia prijima prispevky, ktoré
zodpovedaju profilu casopisu. Zaslany
prispevok musi byt urfeny vyhradne pre
publikovanie v Casopise Journal socioterapie.
PocCet prispevkov od jedného autora je
obmedzeny na dva za jeden rok. V pripade
mimoriadneho vydania c¢asopisu sa pocet
prispevkov rozsiri.

Ponuka rukopisu a redakény postup

Akademickym textom sa na Ucely
Casopisu  rozumie  vyskumnda,  resp.
prehladova stat (teoreticka, syntetizujuca,
historizujica a i.). Predpokladom zaradenia
prispevku do recenzného konania je
skutoCnost, Ze autor v texte systematicky
pracuje s relevantnymi pramenimi, objasiiuje
vyskumnu metodolégiu a vzhl'adom na svoj
vyskumny ciel prezentuje zistenia. Toto je v
ramci recenzného konania posudzované
dvoma na sebe nezavislymi recenzentmi.
Vzhladom na  profesijny a  tuzko
Specializovany charakteru casopisu su
preferované texty, ktoré obsahuju popri
spominanych aspektoch tiezZ aplikanu
dimenziu, v ktorej autor objasiiuje
relevantnost svojich zisteni v Kkontexte
socioterapie v socialnej praci. Toto je v ramci
recenzného konania posudzované ako tzv.
odborova primeranost ¢lanku, ktoru
vykonava séfredaktor a editor.

Rukopisy by mali byt zostavené s
reSpektom k  poZadovanej  Struktire
abstraktu (t. j. ciele, teoretické vychodiska,
metody, vysledky a implikacie pre
socioterapiu v socidlnej praci). Recenzné
konanie je obojstranne anonymné a je
vykonavané dvoma na sebe nezavislymi
recenzentmi. Prace su posudzované po
stranke obsahovej i formalnej. V pripade
potreby moZe byt praca vratena autorom na
doplnenie, ¢i na prepracovanie. Na zaklade
posudkov bude redak¢nou radou

VL

rozhodnuté o prijati alebo odmietnuti
rukopisu. V spornych pripadoch rozhoduje
celaA redakénd rada. Redakcii sa
prostrednictvom emailovej komunikacie
zasielaju dve prevedenia rukopisu. Jedno z
nich nesmie obsahovat Ziadne tdaje, ktoré
by mohli viest' k identifikacii autora. Druhé
prevedenie prispievatel odosle v kompletnej
verzil.

Rozhodnutie o vydani
0 vysledku publikatného konania
(posudenie odborovej primeranosti a

recenzného konania) je autor vyrozumeny
najneskor do 6smich mesiacov od datumu
prijatia prispevku. V priebehu recenzného
konania dostane autor Styri spitné vazby:
prijatie rukopisu; posudenie odborovej
primeranosti, schvdlenie recenzentmi a
zaradenie do edicie.

Nélezitosti rukopisu

Text musi byt napisany v sulade
s plathymi normami slovenského jazyka
a obsahovat' uvedené naleZitosti:
NAZOV: vystizny astruény, zodpovedajtici
obsahu, v slovenskom a anglickom jazyku.
ABSTRAKT AKLUCOVE SLOVA:
v slovenskom a anglickom jazyku, v rozsahu
maximalne 200 slov.
VLASTNY TEXT (v rozsahu minimalne 6 NS)
obsahujuci: uvod, ciel, teoretické
vychodiska, metody, vysledky, implikacie pre
ZOZNAM BIBLIOGRAFICKYCH ODKAZOV -
autorov aautorky Zziadame, aby venovali
zvySenu pozornost presnému a korektnému
odkazovaniu podla normy ISO 690: 2012.
V ZBO sa uvadzaju celé krstné mend, nielen
inicialy.
AFILIACIA (nepovinna)
KONTAKT NA AUTORA/AUTORKU - meno
apriezvisko  stitulmi, presna adresa
pracoviska (bez skratiek)

Cita¢na norma

Zdroje v texte a zozname bibliografickych
odkazov su zapisované podla normy /50
690: 2012. V texte je vyuzivana metoda
systému I. mena a datumu (tzv. harvardsky



systém).  Priklady spravneho  zapisu
citovania, parafrazovania a zapisu
v zozname bibliografickych odkazov najdete
na webovej stranke univerzitnej kniZnice
PreSovskej univerzity:
https://www.pulib.sk/web/data/pulib/sub
ory/stranka/ezp-citovanie-kucianova-
2019.pdf

Formalne poziadavky

Va$ rukopis prosim upravte podla
Sablony dostupnej na:
https://www.unipo.sk/filozoficka-
fakulta/ieasp-ff/journal-socioterapie/

Publikacna etika
Rukopisy st posudzované v obojstranne
anonymnom recenznom konani 2

odbornikmi. Redakcia casopisu JOURNAL

SOCIOTERAPIE vynaklada vSetko usilie, aby
bola zachovand nestrannost recenzného
konania a tieZ zachovana anonymita autorov.
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