The School of Humanist Piety in Sárospatak
It seems obvious that the spirit of a significant parish school, which became Protestant during the decades of the Reformation, should be characterized from a confessional and theological point of view. Sárospatak, for example, can be described as a workshop of Reformed orthodoxy during the 17th century, and it is also authentic to speak of the influence of Puritanism during these decades, as well as the struggles between the two theological directions. However, during the first and middle (transitional) phases of the Reformation in the Kingdom of Hungary, the spread of humanism in Protestant schools was much more characteristic than theological determinism, in contrast to the marked theological determinism.
At the end of the 15th century, the parish school in Sárospatak still employed methodological elements characteristic of the Middle Ages, but the institution had already taken a significant step towards embracing the spirit of studia humanitatis. The spread of humanist grammar and the study of ancient classical authors were already common practices here before the Reformation, which also paved the way for the emergence of a new type of academic gymnasium based on the principles of the Reformation in Patak.
In Sárospatak, teaching had certainly been conducted within the framework of Lutheran theology since the late 1530s, but the rise of humanism had a more pronounced effect than confessional determinism. László Makkai aptly called Patak the school of humanist piety. András Szabó also emphasized that the teachers were both theologians and humanists, but theological knowledge did not take precedence over secular knowledge. This approach, so characteristic of humanists, influenced the 16th-century school in Patak for about half a century.
The cradle of this influence was Wittenberg, and it can be traced back primarily to Melanchthon. It was both indirect and direct.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first and most important mediator was Leonard Stöckel, a teacher from Bártfa. Stöckel kept Melanchthon, and sometimes even Luther, informed about everything that was happening at the Perényi court in Sárospatak and its surroundings with regard to the Reformation. As a result of this mediation, several prominent figures of the Pataki humanists reached Wittenberg with the patronage of the Perényis. It was certainly Stöckel, alongside Mátyás Dévai, who was Péter Perényi's court chaplain in the early 1540s, who arranged for Melanchthon to establish direct contact with the lord of Sárospatak, the patron of the school.
Melanchthon and Perényi exchanged several letters in 1542, in which they discussed, among other things, the school issue. In 1545, the Wittenberg professor recommended Zsigmond Torda of Gyalui to Perényi. Torda was staying in Eperjes at the time, from where he wrote a letter to Melanchthon on Christmas Day. The main patron of the school in Patak was therefore a member of the humanist circle of correspondents, whose members were linked by their connection to Melanchthon. The influence of the Wittenberg professor on the affairs of the school in Sárospatak was unquestionable in these years, even from the point of view of patronage.
Melanchthon's death did not end this influence, but rather brought it to fruition when his students became teachers in Patak: Balázs Szikszai Fabricius and János Balsaráti Vitus. In addition to being his students, Melanchthon also welcomed them into his fatherly friendship and gave them both decisive advice regarding their life's work. Szikszai introduced the genre of humanist oration to Sárospatak, while Balsaráti, being a physician, introduced the teaching of natural sciences.
I would like to mention another teacher who was not a student of Melanchthon, but who reached the highest level of humanistic erudition during his ten-year peregrination: Mihály Cormaeus of Paks. He studied in Germany, Italy, Switzerland, France, and Poland.
The humanistic character of the school is particularly emphasized by the flourishing of Neo-Latin poetry and even the appearance of Greek occasional verse, which was cultivated not only by teachers but also by students. Among them, I would like to mention György Thuri, who was a student in Patak in 1594. During his peregrination, he moved in the company of humanist poets, and in December 1600, he was crowned a poet laureate in Heidelberg.
Finally, I will mention three teachers: György Kassai Császár, Mátyás Thoraconymus Kabát, who was of Slovak origin, and Gáspár Pilcius, who was German from Szepesség. They are already at the end of the era, insofar as theology is given greater emphasis in their work. However, their humanistic erudition is beyond doubt. Around 1586, Georg Deidrich, a Transylvanian Saxon humanist who visited Patak, placed them on the highest shelf of humanistic erudition when he measured the quality of their poetry directly against the muses.
From the 1580s onwards, our students no longer sought out Wittenberg, but rather Heidelberg. From there, they brought the spirit of Reformed orthodoxy back home to Sárospatak.

