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Historical consciousness of Jakub Jakobeus, preacher of the Lutheran Church in Prešov

Jakub Jakobeus, who was born in Bohemia, had Czech cultural roots and connections. Following the Battle of White Mountain, during the period of religious persecution, he arrived in the Kingdom of Hungary, where he maintained contact with his fellow Czech refugees and formed new connections with the local Protestant intellectuals. Initially, he hoped to gain the support of the most prominent Protestant noble families in the Kingdom of Hungary, the Illésházy and Rákóczi families, so he established connections with their court circles. He then took up offices at the town of Prešov, where he came into contact with the intellectuals who lived in the town. In my presentation, I discuss Jakobeus’s historical awareness and his role in the city based on his 1642 sermon entitled Anamnisis, to jest: Věčná a neumírajíci pamět založení domu božího národu Uherskému, which he delivered on the occasion of the laying of the cornerstone of the Hungarian church in Prešov.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The entire population of the free royal town of Prešov practiced the Lutheran faith in the first decades of the seventeenth century. Due to the Hungarian, German, and Slovak population living there, the town employed three Lutheran pastors, who initially held services in the medieval Saint Nicholas Church, but later each nation had its own church: the Germans retained the medieval church, the Slovaks used the Virgin Mary Church, and until 1642, while the Hungarians used a small church. In addition to the senior, Ezechiel Hebsacher, who was elected at the synod in Prešov in 1602, Friedrich Usray served as a German, János Mihályko as a Hungarian , and Juraj Rajecius as the Slovak preacher. At the synod of Spišské Podhradie in 1614, two church districts were organized: one for the free royal towns and the other for Szepes-Sáros County. Peter Zabler became the superintendent of the free royal towns, including Prešov. Written sources from 1618 show that each nation was served by two pastors: the Hungarian community by Márton Madarász and Mihály Zanserius, the Slovak community by Ján Horsa and Adam Kikulin, and the German community by Kaspar Preller and Daniel Golzom. It is known that after the death of Ján Horsa (Herz?), a Slovak pastor, Jakobeus was invited to fill the position in 1640. During his time as a preacher, Márton Madarász was the Hungarian pastor. It was during this period that tensions arose between the ethnic groups living together in several towns in Upper Hungary. In the town of Prešov, in the face of German supremacy, Madarász and Jakobeus helped each other and maintained a good relationship. Jakobeus’s sermon on the occasion of the founding of the church was delivered in this spirit.
Jakub Jakobeus, pastor of the Slovak community in Prešov, gave his sermon on the auspicious day of the laying of the cornerstone against this backdrop, addressing all three ethnic groups of the town. He addressed his recommendation, which began at the back of the title page, to Márton Madarász, pastor of the Hungarian Lutheran Church in Prešov, as well as to three senators, János Szőrös, Jakab Quaestor, and Péter Ötvös, and finally to György Szikszai and Gergely. He began his sermon by saying that God had visited the town of Prešov four times: when the emperor lifted the city to the rank of free royal town; when the emperor granted privileges to the city; when, during the Bocskai uprising, the besieged city remained loyal to Emperor Rudolf II; and finally, at the time of the sermon, during the laying of the cornerstone of the church of the Hungarians.
Jakobeus claims that during God’s first visit, Emperor Charles IV lifted the town of Prešov to the status of a free royal town. Charles IV of Luxembourg ruled the lands of the Czech crown as Holy Roman Emperor from 1346 to 1378. However, the town of Prešov, founded by Béla II in 1132, was granted the title of free royal town during the reign of the Angevin ruler, King Charles I, in 1324. At the time of this sermon, Jakobeus was spending his twelfth year in Prešov as educator, rector, and preacher. The probable reason for his mistake was the similarity in the names of the two rulers, Charles I (Charles Robert) and Charles IV, who, although not contemporaries, reigned close to each other in the fourteenth century, as well as the projection of seventeenth-century conditions when the Habsburg Holy Roman emperors were also kings of Hungary. He contaminated the data living in his memory as the Holy Roman emperor, Charles IV, the historical ruler of Jakobeus’s homeland, Bohemia, had no jurisdiction whatsoever in the Kingdom of Hungary, and therefore could not elevate any Hungarian town to the rank of free royal town. The situation is made even more confusing by the source reference given in the marginal note of the printed sermon text: “vide vitam Carol. M.” The founder of the Carolingian dynasty, Charlemagne (Carolus Magnus), who ruled as king of the Franks from 768 to 814 and then as Roman Emperor, has even less reason to be mentioned in connection with the legal status of the town of Prešov. The confusion between the three Charles figures is a mistake that reveals everything about the historical frame of reference and points of orientation of the Czech preacher who was forced to relocate to Upper Hungary.
This is further reinforced by the fact that Jakobeus lists two rulers from the Habsburg dynasty during God’s two subsequent visits, who were kings of both the lands of the Czech crown and the Kingdom of Hungary. Due to his cultural roots in Bohemia, Jakobeus was thoroughly familiar with the activities of Ferdinand I and Rudolf II in Bohemia. This is confirmed by Jakobeus’s first work, printed outside of Bohemia, entitled Idaea mutationum Bohemo-evangelicarum ecclesiarum in florentissimo regno Bohemiae. This historical and contemporary work in Latin was published in Amsterdam at the end of 1624, and it is also his first work connected to Upper Hungary through his dedication to Gáspár Illésházy. This propaganda and representative document of the Czech emigration was written with the aim of presenting the martyrdom of the chosen Czech people for their saving true faith and to show that the recent persecution was a continuation of this. It begins with the history of the Lutheran Church, starting with the agreement between the Byzantine Emperor Michael, Bulgarian King Vlastimír, and Moravian ruler Svatopluk, and then presents, in chronological order, all the historical events that had an impact on the church up to the events following the Battle of White Mountain. Of course, his narrative could omit the Habsburg rulers, whom he sharply criticizes for their abuses against the Lutheran faith. However, Ferdinand I and Rudolf II, mentioned at the laying of the cornerstone, were among those rulers whom the Lutheran Czechs also spoke of with great respect. This was especially true of Rudolf II, whose 1609 royal decree guaranteed the right to freedom of religion in Bohemia, extending it to the nobility, the towns, and the tenant peasantry. Jakobeus also speaks of them with great respect in his sermon on the founding of the church, as people who did a lot for the prosperity of the town of Prešov.
As can be seen from the above, Jakobeus’s oeuvre is clearly dominated by Czech cultural influences, which are complemented to a certain extent by the Slavic characteristics of Upper Hungary. The author, who lived in northeastern Hungary, focused primarily on areas inhabited by Slavic communities, with the rivers featured in his works—the Danube, Hernád, Bodrog, and Tisza—delineating the geographical boundaries of his interests.
Despite Jakobeus’s mistake and the contamination of historical facts, he was guided by noble intentions, as he wanted to build on and reinforce the historical awareness and knowledge of the population of Prešov in order to demonstrate the antiquity of the town’s existence, its steadfastness in honest battles, and the continuity that exists between past and present events. For God not only visited the city at its founding but also inclined the hearts of “the town’s leaders, the honorable judge, the councilors, and Mr. Fürmender” to build a church for the Hungarians. The preacher uses the laying of the cornerstone to reinforce the personal piety of the town’s inhabitants, since building and maintaining God’s house and continuing the customs of their ancestors are acts pleasing to God. Jakobeus cites Biblical and ancient sources to prove that God condemns and warns all those who do not fulfill their obligations. First, he presented the Jews returning from Babylon to the citizens of Prešov, whom Aggaeus rebukes in the name of God with the following words: “Vos habitatis in domibus Tabulatis, Domus mea an deserta manebit?” That is: “You yourselves dwell in your ceiled houses, while my house lies in ruins?”
He then quotes Philippus, who boasted of destroying the city of Olynthus, about whom a wise Athenian said the following: “Ille quidem magnam Urbem evertit, adhuc tamen nulla condidit,” meaning, “He destroyed a great city, but he did not build any kind.” Jakobeus cites Book 8 of Justinus Cnaeus Pompeius Trogus’s excerpt as the source in the margin of his sermon, but the exemplum does not originate from there, but from Plutarch’s Moralia or De recta ratione audendi.
According to the preacher, it is clear from what has been said that God loves and supports all those who build the church and the community of faithful in a manner pleasing to God, since he called himself “fundator”. To prove this, James quotes two passages from the Bible: “Ubi fueras, quando ponebam fundamenta terrae?”, meaning “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?”, and “Tui sunt Caeli etiam tua est terra et orbis plenitudo ejus tu fundasti ea”, meaning “The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have established them.”
At this point in the sermon, the heavenly founder and his creative will are linked to the earthly, that is, the laying of the cornerstone of the church in Prešov, since the founding of the church means that “the gates of heaven will be here.”
According to Jakobeus, witnesses to similar events are now the “special dignitaries” of the town of Prešov and “the large number of ordinary people.” In addition to the historical events that form the basis of their identity, they are now witnessing an event of similar significance: the laying of the cornerstone for the new church of their Hungarian Lutheran “brothers” in Prešov. The past and present are also connected by the fact that the graves of their ancestors, who practiced their religion in the previous church but left their “exceptional name” to their descendants, are located next to the church now being built.
Jakobeus concludes his sermon by thanking the supporters listed on the title page for their God-pleasing deeds, donations, and efforts, and then reaffirms the friendship between the two ethnic groups living in the town, Hungarians and Slovaks, with the following words: “May the Lord bless you from Zion,” Hungarian nation, together with your shepherd, who is worthy of all Christian virtues, the Lord, “who made heaven and earth!”
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