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1.	Humanism and Reformation, in particular at the University of Wittenberg
Research on sixteenth-century European universities shows that the Reformation vis-à-vis humanism involved more of a transformation than a rupture. There was continuity in terms of form, content and purpose of education: to study pagan, biblical and early Christian texts in the source languages, to learn the languages needed for this (sacrae et bonae litterae), to become wise (sapiens) and eloquent (eloquens), to understand the world, to make judgements independently of authorities and to become a morally outstanding human being (vir bonus). Both humanism and the Reformation sought to use linguistic forms as well as media to make content useful to church and society. On the other hand, shifts took place in the Reformation compared to humanism, e.g. in terms of the target group to whom theological degrees were conferred (clergy and/or laity), the purpose of education (including pietas or not) and the view of man (optimistic or rooted in the foolishness of the cross). The extent to which there was transformation is assessed differently by each researcher.
[bookmark: _Ref191632186]In order to map out how the aforementioned transformation took place, I would like to examine a teaching form that was deployed at one of the most important humanist-Reformation universities of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation (hereafter: Old Empire) and of Europe, namely the one in Wittenberg, the so-called Leucorea. There, from its foundation in 1502, a “humanist university reform” was gradually implemented, especially at the artes-faculty.  In later years a process started in which the university, under the influence of professors such as Martin Luther and Philipp Melanchthon, took “evangelical” turnoffs and developed into the “Mutteruniversität” (mother university) or “Musteranstalt” (exemplar institution) of Reformation universities in the Old Empire.
As mentioned, I aim to investigate the relationship between humanism and Reformation for the University of Wittenberg and by means of a teaching form. In this short paper, I will sketch the outline of this research.

2.	Declamationes 
Yet, the relationship between humanism and educational forms and media needs to be qualified. Indeed, Jan-Hendryk de Boer points out that oratory, a core humanist competence, was used in cities, at court and at the high school for its own purposes, such as for the formation and strengthening of one's identity. While it remains proper to research a rhetorical form as a case study into the connection between humanism and Reformation, the strategies of the author and others involved in that medium must be taken into account. This is what I am going to do in my research on the declamationes at Wittenberg University in the sixteenth century. 
	These declamationes, also called orationes, were supposedly introduced in Wittenberg in 1524 by Melanchthon. He is said to have pioneered them in the Empire. The declamations are considered one of the most important reforms at Wittenberg University at the beginning of the sixteenth century. The purpose of the declamations was to train students in eloquence. Twice a month, declamations were to be held at the university in Latin either by professors of rhetoric and grammar or by students under the guidance of these professors. There are 192 surviving speeches and they cover a range of topics: on education in all kinds of subjects, on the exegesis of Bible texts, on the lives of (historical) persons, certain regions, on medical and legal themes. The remaining declamations are attributed in the research to Melanchthon as author and/or reciter (recitator).
	From the 1540s, Wittenberg declamations were published in volumes in the name of Melanchthon. The latter died in 1560. Even after that, however, the declamations were included in volumes, and the most recent speeches included in them date from 1574. Not coincidentally, this was the year when the influence of Melanchthon's followers, the Philippists, at the University of Wittenberg and in Electoral Saxony ended. 
	Given that it was Melanchthon who introduced the declamations at Wittenberg in 1524 and given that many of them were published under his name until 1574, I chose these years as the starting and closing years of my research project, respectively. 
	That the speeches appeared in Melanchthon's name, however, does not in all cases mean that he actually authored them. Although his role at the Leucorea was very significant, it is questionable whether the title Praeceptor Germaniae, which he probably received soon after his death, is justified. After all, it may give the impression that Wittenberg’s educational reform was solely due to Melanchthon. However, this does not do justice to the close cooperation the Wittenberg reformers had in all sorts of areas such as church order, Bible translation and congregational singing. In the following, I will therefore relate the Wittenberg educational reform and its specific manifestations not exclusively to Melanchthon, but to the broader Wittenberg (academic) community.

3. The State of research concerning the Wittenberg declamations
Editions of the Wittenberg speeches have been published, a bibliography, relevant sources on them have been made accessible and they have been the subject of research. The following is a brief survey.
· Editions: from the nineteenth century onwards, editions according to (at least then) academic standards have been published, first in the Corpus Reformatorum (CR) vols. 10-12 (1842-1844), later in the Melanchthon-Studienausgabe (Melanchthon Study Edition, MSA 3, 1961).
· Bibliography: the most recent bibliography of the declamations is by Horst Koehn from 1984; additionally, recent (Melanchthon) bibliographies, including that of Helmut Claus (2014), should be consulted.
· Studies 
· with analysis of the content of individual declamations or of certain thematic clusters of them, including:
· Vitae of (historical) persons: Scheible 1993
· Medicine: Ralf-Dieter Hofheinz 2001
· Law: Guido Kisch 1967; Isabel Deflers 2005
· To authorship: this is an old issue in the research on the Wittenberg declamations. Koehn believes that Melanchthon was its author. In 2022, Andreas Gößner hypothesised for a number of speeches that here we are hearing “Melanchthons Geist in Örtels Worten” (Melanchthon's spirit in Örtel's words). He sees, in other words, Melanchthon's colleague Veit Örtel, professor of Greek, as “1st author” and Melanchthon “2nd author”. Gößner's assumption may also apply to other declamations.
· To the form: in 2023, Isabella Walser-Bürgler argued that Melanchthon's first address in Wittenberg, De corrigendis studiis adolescentiae (On the reform of the studies for the young, 1518), shows the formal characteristics of an oratio inauguralis rather than a declamatio. This raises the question whether all other speeches included in CR and MSA are indeed declamationes.

This brief overview shows that much research has already been done on individual declamations and thematic clusters of them as well as on various aspects, but there is no comprehensive study yet. That is what I intend to do in my investigation. In doing so, I will join the studies that have given a content analysis of the declamations, where, in line with the principles of both humanism and Reformation, I will pay attention not only to content but also to form. In my project , I will adopt a new angle, namely: to what extent and in what way were the results of academic scholarship as presented in the declamations made useful to church and society? 

4. Theoretical framework 
Because of this approach, I would like to relate my research primarily to the theoretical framework of the utility (usus or utilitas) of scholarly research and education. As mentioned at the beginning, this aspect played a major role in humanism and Reformation. Gerrit Walther even considers humanism as the totality of its functions: by creating an international communication system, humanists were brought closer to political and cultural centres.   
At Wittenberg and with Melanchthon, usus and utilitas were very important as well. Among Wittenberg theologians at the time of the Reformation, Markus Wriedt observes a “utilitarian[s]” view of education. For Melanchthon, science was not some ivory tower, but was in the service of maintaining order and peace in church and society, as Nicole Kuropka has demonstrated. Several scholars have pointed out that Melanchthon was focused on the usefulness of theology, of other disciplines, and of politics. Oswald Bayer points out that, according to the reformer, the artes had utility (utilitas) for the pursuit of theology. According to Carl Heinz Ratschow, Melanchthon had a “funktionale Christologie” (functional christology): his christology was not about res, i.e. the understanding of, e.g., the relationship of Christ's natures, but about usus, i.e., the personal knowledge of Christ's operations. According to Günter Frank, the goal of state government with Melanchthon was utilitas. The recent Melanchthon Handbuch (2017) has dozens of hits for usus, utilitas and Nutzen (benefit).
The Wittenberg addresses, according to Melanchthon's friend and biographer Joachim Camerarius, dealt with themes of general utility (materiae rerum utilium). A sampling in some declamations on various fields shows that words like usus and utilitas appear frequently in them. This high frequency may be related to the nature of these specific speeches: in them, certain disciplines are presented, making the question of utility obvious. In my project I, therefore, aim to test to what extent the topics studied in the declamations were made useful to church and society, and in what way this was done.
Second, I would like to relate my research on the declamations to the theoretical framework of cultural transfer. This refers to a process of adoption of certain social and cultural practices that may undergo change on the part of the recipients during the appropriation process. This concept is not only about what is transferred, but also how. Applied to my research subject, the declamations, the central question is: which contents are derived from which sources, to what extent and how are they put to the benefit of church and society, and how are the speeches disseminated? Underlying the way in which these contents were made to benefit are beliefs, intentions and interests of the authors, editors, printers and others involved. I suspect that most of these “book people” (Roger Chartier) belonged to or felt akin to the Reformation. Furthermore, I conjecture that the authors of the declamations frequently drew on writings drafted by (late-)medieval or humanist authors. The transfer process I am about to investigate is thus presumably a mirror of the transformation of the (Late) Middle Ages or humanism on the one hand and Reformation on the other. With my project, I will shed more light on that transformation.

5. Research questions 
The theoretical framework of the utility of scholarship leads to the following research question: to what extent and how were declamationes at high schools in the sixteenth century, especially in Wittenberg, making the study of all kinds of subjects useful to church and society?
The sub-questions (2) presented below reflect this framework and the other, that of cultural transfer (1, 4). In addition, as indicated above, I am interested in the form in which the topics were presented (3) and in the relationship of the declamations at Wittenberg in terms of sources, purpose and utility, form and distribution to those at other universities and colleges (5). In the latter question, I deliberately leave open whether the period is the same or different. After all, it is possible that the declamations at Wittenberg were very similar to those at another high school in a preceding period or that the Wittenberg speeches influenced another high school in a succeeding timeframe.
1. From what sources was the content of the declamations at Wittenberg derived?
2. To what extent and how were the topics studied there made useful to church and society?
3. In what form were these topics presented?
4. How were the contents of the declamations further disseminated to academics, students and others in Wittenberg and beyond?
5. How did the declamations at Wittenberg compare with those at other universities or high schools in terms of subject matter, sources, purpose and utility, form and dissemination?

6. Methodology
To answer the aforementioned questions, I will take the following steps:
· Bibliographical research: I will make a bibliographical list of the declamations and chart the topics. Also, through bibliographical research of titles, I will try to identify the possible sources of the Wittenberg declamations (RQ1) as well as publications that may have been influenced by the Wittenberg speeches (RQ4-5).
· Analysis of the content of the declamations: in analysing them, I will first look for the occurrence of certain terms, such as usus and utilitas, to see what is designated as the usefulness of studying the topic in question, then I will study the text of the speech in question more thoroughly. In doing so, I will examine what role utility played, in other words how it was related to the theory presented (RQ2).
· Literature study: using secondary literature on declamations held at universities and colleges in the sixteenth century, I will compare the Wittenberg addresses with declamations at other colleges in terms of theme, sources, purpose and utility, form and circulation (RQ5).
· Literary analysis: using textbooks on rhetoric and the like, I will analyse the form and structure of the speeches as well as the stylistic devices used in them (RQ3).
I should point out that in parallel to the research outlined above, I am working on an edition of the declamations. Insofar as my research shows that the speeches were written by Melanchthon they will be included in the Opera omnia (ed. Frank/Leppin/Selderhuis), the remaining speeches I will publish in another place.


7. Conclusion - Relevance of the research
With my case study of declamations at Wittenberg University, I am making an important contribution to the study of academic education from the Reformation side in the sixteenth century. In particular, my research will provide a better understanding of:
· The relationship of humanism and Reformation, particularly in Wittenberg: to what extent and in what way was there a transfer from the first to the second movement?
· Purpose of university education: to what extent was it aimed at benefiting church and society?
· The significance of the Leucorea amid Protestant and Roman Catholic universities and high schools in the Old Empire and beyond: to what extent and how did transfer processes exist between these high schools
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