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Although psychoanalysis is losing its influence in diagnostic and clinical practice 

and is often marginalized, it remains influential in psychology, psychiatry, 

psychotherapy, and the humanities. Toward the end of his career, Sigmund Freud 

moved from clinical practice to a philosophical diagnosis of culture and predicted 

that in the future someone would decide to venture into the pathology of 

cultural communities. The paper, focusing on the possibilities of applying 

psychoanalytic approaches to cultural phenomena, is based on Freud’s 

assumption that all cultural reality is constructed by the psyche of individuals, and 

that is why culture can be analysed and diagnosed as human consciousness and 

unconsciousness. The text focuses on the issue of symbols and symbolism and 

their direct and massive transfer of notions and concepts, which originate in 

individual psychology, to the field of mass psychology, that is, to a vast territory 

including society, culture, civilization, and the masses.
(2) ESPARZA URZÚA, GUSTAVO ADOLFO, Body, Illness and Symbol in Ernst 

Cassirer. Filozofia . 2024, Vol. 79 Issue 4, p365-379. 15p.

Praktický význam štúdie tkvie v analýze, ktorá kontaktuje a konfrontuje filozoficko-

teoretické aspekty kultúry s freudovskou psychologickou teóriou. Hovoriť o 

psychológii kultúry a jej patológii je originálný pristup. Freud aj dnes može otvoriť 

diskusiu o skrytých základov našich kultúr. / The practical significance of the study 

lies in an analysis that contacts and confronts the philosophical-theoretical 

aspects of culture with Freudian psychological theory. To talk about the 

psychology of culture and its pathology is an original approach. Freud even today 

can open a discussion about the hidden foundations of our cultures.

Štúdia predstavuje možný model filozofického spojenia psychológie a kultúry.  

Študent je motivovaný chápať súčasné kultúrne otázky so zmyslom pre psychické 

a psychologické zdroje. / The study presents a possible model for a philosophical 

connection between psychology and culture.  The student is motivated to 

understand contemporary cultural issues with a sense of psychological and 

psychological resources. 
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