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This article analyses and assesses the arguments opposing capital punishment put 

forward by Ján Kollár (1793–1852), a representative of Central European 

Evangelical/Lutheran Enlightenment rationalism, using the definition of criminal 

practice in Europe at the turn of the nineteenth

century as the basis. Consequently, the author pays attention to the movement 

for reform in criminal law and practices, initiated in Europe in the second half of 

the eighteenth century by Cesare Beccaria, including his argumentation against 

capital punishment. In this context, the author presents and investigates 13 

arguments against capital punishment defined by Kollár in his 1815 diary. The 

author came to the conclusion that Kollár, in his arguments against capital 

punishment, followed, to a certain extent, the views of Beccaria and eighteenth -

century adherents of the French Enlightenment; however, Kollár’s actual 

argumentation is rationalistically based on ethical values of humanity and justice 

with significant space also dedicated to utilitarian aspects of rejecting capital 

punishment adopted from reformists of criminal law. 

Perny, L : The Roots of Slovak Utopianism and Utopian Concepts of 1848. In: 

Filosofija-Sociologija.2021,  Vol. 32, No. 1,s. 32-41.

Článok analyzuje kultúrno-etické a ideové dedičstvo slovenského intelektuálneho 

myslenia 19. storočia a dokladuje vyspelosť úvah Jána Kollára, ktoré ďaleko 

predbehli svoju dobu v strednej Európe./The article analyzes the cultural-ethical 

and ideological heritage of Slovak intellectual thinking in the 19th century and 

documents the maturity of the reflections of Ján Kollár, which far surpassed its 

time in Central Europe.

Dopad na vzdelávaciu prax spočíva predovšetkým v možnosti kultivácie filozoficko-

etickej argumentácie v otázke trestu smrti v kontexte dobovej a súčasnej diskusie 

o filozoficko-etických otázkach týkajúcich sa života a smrti./The impact on 

educational practice lies primarily in the possibility of cultivating philosophical and 

ethical arguments on the issue of the death penalty in the context of historical 

and contemporary discussions on philosophical and ethical issues related to life 

and death.
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