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The author examines the motives for the behaviour and actions of Dr. Skreta, the 

main character of Kundera's novel The Farewell Waltz. The starting point of the 

novel was the social and political situation in totalitarian Czechoslovakia at the 

turn of the 1960s and 1970s. He compares it to the situation in the developed 

western world and comes to a realization that there were many similarities in 

medicine; however, there were significant differences with regard to external 

factors. The health care system in western democratic societies were placed in 

contrast with Czechoslovakia, where a doctor's activities and the system of health 

care were subordinated to the political, ideological, and social intentions of 

totalitarian power. In this context, the author has come to the conclusion that Dr. 

Skreta's motives for acting arose from his moral responsibility for the country's 

future. Dr. Skreta waged a latent personal "moral war" against the totalitarian 

regime. This was also reflected in his opposition to the preferred morality of 

socialist health care professionals. Part of this was his eugenics project. According 

to the author, in the context of ethics of social consequences, Dr. Skreta was a 

responsible moral agent seeking a better future not only for the country and its 

people, but his personal selfish interests.

Článok analyzuje etické a bioetické otázky v románe Milana Kunderu v kontexte 

ich historického vývoja v Československu obdobia druhej polovice 20. storočia a 

prezentuje zmeny, ktoré nastali vo vnímaní týchto otázok v porovnaní so 

súčasnosťou./The article analyzes ethical and bioethical issues in Milan Kundera's 

novel in the context of their historical development in Czechoslovakia in the 

second half of the 20th century and presents the changes that have occurred in 

the perception of these issues in comparison with the present.

Dopad tohto článku spočíva v možnosti prezentovať a diskutovať vo vzdelávacom 

procese rozličné uhly pohľadu na riešenie etických a bioetických problémov 

súčasnosti i nedávnej minulosti v rámci rôznych etických teórií. /The impact of this 

article lies in the ability to present and discuss in the educational process different 

perspectives on solving ethical and bioethical problems of the present and recent 

past within various ethical theories.
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