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Although psychoanalysis is losing its influence in diagnostic and clinical practice 

and is often marginalized, it remains influential in psychology, psychiatry,

psychotherapy, and the humanities. Toward the end of his career, Sigmund

Freud moved from clinical practice to a philosophical diagnosis of culture and

predicted that in the future someone would decide to venture into the pathology

of cultural communities. The paper, focusing on the possibilities of applying

psychoanalytic approaches to cultural phenomena, is based on Freud’s 

assumption that all cultural reality is constructed by the psyche of individuals, and 

that

is why culture can be analysed and diagnosed as human consciousness and

unconsciousness. The text focuses on the issue of symbols and symbolism and

their direct and massive transfer of notions and concepts, which originate in

individual psychology, to the field of mass psychology, that is, to a vast territory

Cieľom predloženej štúdie je poukázať na Freudovu cestu od psychiky ku kultúre a 

zároveň uvažovať o možnostiach freudovskej perspektívy na nevedomú zložku 

kultúry. Štúdia má ambíciu podieľať sa na širšom výskume filozofickej starosti o 

seba v podobe starosti o kultúru. Otázky o vzťahu medzi našou európskou 

civilizáciou a nami sa stali pre Freuda životným pýtaním sa. / The aim of the 

presented study is to point out Freud's path from the psyche to culture and at the 

same time to consider the possibilities of the Freudian perspective on the 

unconscious component of culture. The study has the ambition to participate in 

the  research of philosophical care for self in the form of care for culture. 

Questions about the relationship between our European civilization and us 

became Freud's lifelong inquiry.

Štúdia poskytuje novú inšpiráciu k reflexii európskych základov kultúry, ktoré sú 

prítomné v klasických výchovných modelov západnej kultúry. Obsah článku je 

vhodný ako materiál v  predmetoch o kultúre.  / The study provides new 

inspiration for reflection on the European foundations of culture, which are 

present in the classical educational models of Western culture. The content of the 

article is suitable as material in subjects about culture.
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