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The paper focuses on the activities of the top representatives of the Greek 

Catholic Church (Archbishopric of Prešov) after 1918 and their meetings with 

representatives of the Czechoslovak (Slovak) state in the matter of national 

identification of Greek Catholic believers. The Greek-Catholic Episcopate was 

formed by Pope Pius VII in 1818. Since the establishment of the Czechoslovak 

Republic till the suppression of the Greek-Catholic Church in 1950, in Prešov, the 

Bishop’s office was associated mainly with three figures – Mikuláš Russnák, Dionýz 

Njaradi, and Peter Pavol Gojdič. The three bishops had to deal with several issues 

in the new situation and new society. The priority task was the stabilization of the 

internal conditions and the improvement of the complicated financial situation. 

They also took pains to strengthen the status of Greek-Catholic Church among 

other churches in Czechoslovakia. However, throughout its subsistence, the 

Prešov Greek-Catholic Episcopate had to face pressure from state authorities who 

accused the church followers of anti-state activities. 

Príspevok vykresľuje predstaviteľov cirkví ako mienkotvorných činiteľov snažiacich 

sa vplývať na veriacich vo svojom záujme a to aj v politických záležitostiach, 

rozhodnutiach. Zároveň poukazuje na komplikovanosť etnodiferenciačného 

procesu gréckokatolíckej cirkvi na multikonfesionálnom území severovýchodného 

Slovenska. / The paper portrays church leaders as opinion-forming leaders trying 

to influence believers in their own interest, even in political matters, decisions. It 

also points out the complexity of the ethnodifferentiation process of the Greek 

Catholic Church in the multi-confessional area of northeastern Slovakia.

Príspevok pracuje s viacerými demografickými a štatistickými údajmi, oficiálnymi 

výsledkami sčítania obyvateľstva (1921, 1930). Využitý preto môže byť nielen pri 

výučbe cirkevných dejín, ale hlavne v rámci výučby historickej demografie a 

štatistiky. / The paper works with several demographic and statistical data, the 

official results of the census (1921, 1930). Therefore, it can be used not only in the 

teaching of church history, but mainly in the teaching of  history-related 

demography and statistics.
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