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Code: 9URS/VYRUJ/15 Course title: Development of the Rusyn Language 

Field of study: 

Guarantor: doc. PhDr. Anna Plišková, PhD. 

Lectured by: Ústav rusínskeho jazyka a kultúry 
prof. PhDr. Júlia Dudášová, DrSc. 

Semester: Contact lessons: Lecture Number of ECTS 

credits: 

ST Recommended course load (in lessons): 1 

  Weekly: 1 Per course: 13   

Course assessment and completion: Priebežné hodnotenie 

Continuous assessment: Final assessment: 
Priebežné hodnotenie 

Course objective: 

Learning outcomes 
Upon completion of the course the student will be able to: 

• Incorporate the Rusyn language into a family of Slavic languages and define its place in the 

Slavonic writing micro-languages. 
• To characterize the Carpathian Rusyn language and its basic variants in: (1) Eastern Slovakia, (2) 

South-eastern Poland (Lemkovčina), (3) Subcarpathian Ukraine, (4) Hungary (Rusyn is in the stage 

of revitalization) 5) in Vojvodina, Serbia (Rusyn language of Vojvodina with West Slavonic 

language base). 
• Define the periodization of the history of the Rusyn language, starting with the decay of the 

paleoslavic unity in the 10th century. and ending in the second half of the 18th century, when the 

first attempts to codify the literary Slavic languages (focusing on the Eastern group) were created. 
• Explain the essence of fundamental changes in 10-11. century. (focusing on Slovak, Rusyn and 

Ukrainian language): (1) quenching and vocalization of the jers, (2) denazalisation and (3) 

contraction. 
• Determine the basic features of the basics of written Rusyn: the basics of codification has become 

the dialects of the eastern region of the rusine macroarea 

• To characterize the similarities and differences between the normative Rusyn language and 

normative Slovak language, normative Rusyn and Ukraine Languages and normative Rusyna and 
normative Polish language. 

• Based on the acquired knowledge, he is able to work with the Rusyn text from the prescript period, 

with professional literature in information library databases. 
• To master the basics of interpretation of the Rusyn text from a synchronic and diachronic point of 

view. 

Course content: 
Course contents: 

1. Place of Rusyn language in the family of Slavic languages. Division of Slavic languages. 

Settlement of northeastern Slovakia in Valach colonization in the 14th - 17th century. 
2. Basic phonological changes in the 10th century. (Extinction and vocalization of the jers, 

denazalisation, contraction) and their relative chronologies. 

3. Periodization of the history of the Rusyn language. 
4. Extinction and vocalization of the jers in Slovak, Ukrainian and Rusyn. Structural (internal) 

causes of uneven squares for jers. Changes in the phonological system after the extinction of jers. 



5. Denazalisation (cessation of nasals) in Slovak, Ukrainian and Rusyn. Relative chronologies of 

contraction and denazalisation. 

6. Development of prosodic qualities in Slovak, Ukrainian and Rusyn. 
7. Metathesis of Liquids and its results in three basic groups of Slavic languages. 

8. Overview of the basic differences in the languages of the West Slavic, East Slavic and South 

Slavic groups. 

9. Characteristic of a typographical Rusyn from a genetic and typological point of view. 
10. Similarities and differences of normative Rusyn in relation to the literary Slovak, Ukrainian and 

Polish. 

Textbooks and references: 

Recommended literature: 

•       Lаtta, V.: Atlas ukrajinskych hovoriv Schidnoji Slovaččyny. Vydaňňa perše. Naukove i 
kartohrafične doopracuvaňňa ta uporiadkuvaňňa Z. Hanudeľ – I. Ripka – M. Sopoliga. Bratyslava: 

Slovacke pedahohične vydavnyctvo – Viddil ukrajinskoji literatiury v Priaševi,  1991. 552 s. 

•       Lаtta, V.:  O klassifikacii ukrajinskich govorov. In: Naukovi zapysky. 8.-9. Kuľturnyj sojuz 

ukrajinskych truďaščych u ČSSR. Hol. Red. M. Novak. Prjašiv, 1979-1981, s. 119-130. 
•       Koporová, K. et al: Studium Carpato-Ruthenorum 2009. 2010. 2011. 2012. 2013.  Študiji z 

karpatorusynistikŷ. Priašiv: Priašivska univerzita v Priašovi. Inštitut rusyňskoho jazyka i 

kuturŷ  2009. 2010.  2011. 2012. 2013. 
•       Jabur, V. – Plišková, Anna: Sučasnŷj rusyňskŷj spysovnŷj jazŷk. Priašiv: Priašivska univerzita 

v Priašovi. Inštitut rusyňskoho jazyka i kuturŷ, 2009. 212 s. 

•       VAŇKO, J.: Jazyk slovenských Rusínov. East European Monographs. New     

        York: Columbia University Press, 2000. 
•       Jabur, V. – Plišková, A.: Priašivska Rus. In: Najnowsze dzieje języków słowiańskich. 

Rusyňskŷj jazŷk. Red. naukowy P. R. Magocsi. Opole: Uniwersytet Opolski – Instytut  Filologii 

Polskiej, 2004, s. 147-209. 
•       Vaňko, J.: Klasifikacija i holovnŷ znakŷ karpatskŷch rusyňskŷch dialektiv.  In: Najnowsze 

dzieje języków słowiańskich. Rusyňskŷj jazŷk. Red. naukowy P. R. Magocsi. Opole: Uniwersytet 

Opolski – Instytut Filologii Polskiej, 2004, s. 67-85. 
•       Dudášová-Kriššáková, J.: Kapitoly zo slavistiky. Acta Facultatis Philosophicae Universitatis 

Prešoviensis. Monografia 27. Prešov: Filozofická fakulta Prešovskej univerzity v Prešove, 2001. 

•       Dudášová-Kriššáková, J.: Kapitoly zo slavistiky. II. Acta Philosophicae Universitatis 

Prešoviensis. Prešov: Prešovská univerzita v Prešove Filozofická fakulta, 2008. 
•       Latta, V.: Otraženije vostopčnoslovianskich refleksov nekotorych fonetičeskich grupp v 

ukrajinskich govorach Vostočnoj Slovakii. In: Sbroník FF UK Philologica, XIII, 1961. 

•       Gerovskij, G.: Jazyk Podkarpatské Rusi. In: Československá vlastivěda. III. Jazyk. Praha, 
1934. 

•       Krajčovič, R.: Textová príručka k dejinám slovenského jazyka. Bratislava: SPN, 1979, s. 125 –

181. 
•       Krajčovič, R.: Náčrt dejín slovenského jazyka. Bratislava: SPN, 1971. 

•       Krajčovič, R.: Vývin slovenského jazyka a dialektológia. Bratislava: SPN, 1988. 

Language of instruction: 
Ruthenian, Slovak, English 
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