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Taking into account the abovementioned features of the structure and 

content of the Great Canon, the identification and analysis of the theological 
concept of faith at first glance looks like an insoluble task. The theology of the 
Canon is not systematical
( ) is mentioned in the Great Canon more than 20 times in different 
contexts. In one of the later edited unoriginal versions of the Great Canon, in the 
irmos of Ode 3 performed on Tuesday of the First Week of Great Lent, the word 

(        ). [45] This word is 
presumably absent in original Greek (     [45]  in 

) [46] and Old Slavonic (   
) [1] versions of the Canon. It is still debatable, 

which of Greek versions is original. That is why Old Slavonic version is here 
referred to. The Old Slavonic translation can be done from a lost manuscript. 
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So the purpose of the present paper is 

conception of faith and its characteristics in the context of the Great Canon theology 
through the analysis of traditional Eastern Orthodox exegesis of some Old Testament 
stories, mentioned in the Canon. The exegesis admits allegoric interpretations for 
the Old Testament texts. Allegories defy any rational interpretations. In order to 
cope with these problems, it is advisable to identify parallels between St. 

the Old Testament stories and their allegoric 
interpretations in the works of previous Eastern Orthodox exegetes. 
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69 Here and below Old Testament references in Greek are made to: [2] 
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In this ode, St. Andrew again focuses on the first call of the Almighty, only 

the emphasis, unlike the previous ode, shifts towards the fulfillment of this call. 

patriarch, resolutely break off all communication with the vicious things that 
were once familiar to it, which, in turn, means becoming a stranger to them. In 

as an image of the alienation of vice. Here the logical continuation of the previous 
troparion can be seen: if Abraham left Haran, interpreted as a sin, now he is a 
stranger to him. Now it is necessary to consider separately, in historical 
retrospect, each of the three exegetical motifs found in the two troparia of the 
Great Canon, and try to determine which representatives of their interpretations 
Saint Andrew is closest to. 
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70 In King James Version, it is the 16th Psalm: [47] 
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The Great Canon does not represent an explicit theological doctrine of faith 

. [43] Faith 
is one of the highest steps in his Ladder together with hope and love. According 
to St. John, repentance precedes faith in the way of soul upstairs. The way of soul 
in the Great Canon is not an ascension, it is rather the swing of the pendulum: 
from 
The succession of odes, troparia and irmoses are gradually shifting from the 
despair to the confidence through a number of swings. In a similar way, faith 
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varies from the unbelief demonstrated by the builders of the Tower of Babel to 
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Abstract 
The article considers the theological aspects of faith in the Great Canon of 

of faith and its characteristics in the context of the Great Canon theology through 
the analysis of traditional Orthodox exegesis of some Old Testament stories, 
mentioned in the Canon. Three biblical plots are examined in detail: leaving his 
native land Haran by Abraham, sacrificing Isaac by Abraham, Babylonian 
pandemonium. The traditional exegesis treats the first two stories as examples 
of solid faith, the last one is an illustration of unbelief and disobedience. The 
interpretations and opinions of Philo of Alexandria, Clement of Alexandria, 
Origen, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus of Lyon, Ambrose of Milan, Antony the Great, 
Titus Flavius Josephus, Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa, Didymus the Blind, 
John Cassian, Abba Paphnutius, Cyril of Alexandria, Caesarius of Arles, 
Thalassius of Libya, Serapion of Thmuis, Maximus the Confessor, John Climacus, 
John Chrysostom, Ephraim the Syrian are referred to in the article in order to 

theological conception of faith in exegetics is represented in a deeply symbolic, 
allegorical form. Eastern Orthodox Church Fathers, especially the 
representatives of Alexandrian Theological School (Clement of Alexandria, 
Origen, Anthony the Great, Cyril of Alexandria, Didymus the Blind) extensively 
used allegories for exegesis. The author of the Great Canon thinks faith to be a 
process. Faith accompanies the human soul in its way of repentance, which is the 

h. Its different states are allegorically 
illustrated by biblical stories. 
 
Keywords 
Andrew of Crete, Faith, liturgical theology, the Great Canon. 
 


