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SUMMARY 
As a result of research work in the State Archives of the Transcarpathian 

region, the author of this article found various documents certified by the seals 
of Mukachevo (Maramorosh) bishops, their coats of arms on the facade of the 
episcopal residence in Uzhhorod, three portraits, two stored in the 
Transcarpathian Art Museum and one in the Transcarpathian Museum of Local 
Lore . Among the seals (soot): two of Orthodox bishops Methodius (1689) and 
Dosopheus (1719), coats of arms and seals (soot, wax, sealing wax, four coats of 
arms on the facade of the episcopal residence, Uzhhorod, three portraits) of the 
uniat ( Greek Catholic) bishops: Vasyl Tarasovych (1638), Ivan Yosyp de Kamelis 
(1705), Yuri Gennady Byzantsii (1719), Yuri Gavriil Blazhovsky (1739, 1742), 
Mikhail Manuil Olshavsky (1746), Ivan Bradach (1768 - two), Andriy Bachynsky 
(1773, 1780, 1798, 1801, episcopal residence), Vasyl Popovych (1838, 1858 , 
episcopal residence), Stefan Pankovych (episcopal residence), Yuliy Firtsak 
(episcopal residence), Peter Gebey (coat of arms in the portrait of 1929), 
Oleksandr Stoyka (coat of arms in the portrait of 1934). 

The Orthodox bishops Methodius and Dosopheus, respectively certified by 
their documents in 1689 and 1719, did not have their own seals. In the first case, 
Bishop Methodius certified the document of 1689 with the seal of the Mukachevo 
monastery (the image of St. Nicholas on the seal). In the second case, we failed 
to describe the seal on the document of 1719, certified by Bishop Dosopheus. 

Uniat (later Greek Catholic) bishops had their own seals. So far, we have not 
been able to investigate the question of who gave (granted) them the right to the 
seal and coat of arms, church or secular authorities. From Bishop Vasyl 
Tarasovych to Bishop Ivan Bradach, the most commonly used material for seals 
was soot, wax, and sealing wax. In the era of Bishop Andriy Bachynsky, we often 
see seals made of wax and sealing wax on documents. The traditional coat of 
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arms of the bishop consisted of the shape of a shield (oval, French, German, 
Renaissance), in the field of the shield there was an image of a saint or a symbolic 
figure or other signs and symbols, the top of the shield did not do without the 
symbols of the ecclesiastical authority of the episcopal staff and the miter, the 
cross, the bishop's hat (klobuk) with six tassels. Almost all the found seals of the 
Uniat bishops (except for the seals of Bishops V. Tarasovych and I. Y. de Camelis) 
have a bishop's hat (klobuk) with six tassels. An exception is also the coat of arms 
of Bishop Vasyl Popovych (bishop's hat (klobuk) with four tassels), painted by 
the artist Ferdinand Vydra (1858) on the reverse side of the iconostasis of the 
Exaltation of the Cross Cathedral in Uzhhorod. A portrait with the church coat 
of arms of Bishop A. Bachynsky, painted by an unknown artist, dates from about 
1780. Today this portrait is kept in Uzhhorod Castle. The artist Joseph Bokshay 
once painted portraits with the coats of arms of Bishops P. Gebey and O. Stoyka. 
In total, the author found and illustr  

Not all the seals and coats of arms of the Mukachevo (Maramures) bishops 
have been found, so this issue requires further research.  
 
REFERENCES 
 
1. FENYCH, V. 2020. Under the jurisdiction of Eger: the canonical and legal status 

of Mukachevo Rusyn bishops in 1491-1646. In: Scientific Notes of the 
Theological-Historical Research Center named after Archimandrite Vasily (Pronin). 
Issue. 7. Uzhhorod: Karpaty, 2020, .104. ISSN 2617-1317. 

-
- - . In:  -

-
 7 20, . 104. ISSN 2617-1317./  

2. KOBAL, J. 2003. Uzhhorod known and unknown. Lviv: Svit, 2003, p. 80 ISBN 966-
603-5073-13-7. 

ISBN 966-603-5073-13-7./   
3. PEKAR, A.  1997. Essays on the history of the church of Transcarpathia. Volume I. 

Rome-Lviv, 1997, p. 182-191. ISBN 978-7086-26-7. 
 - -191. ISBN 978-

7086-26-7./ 
4. PRYMYCH M.V.  2007. Andreus Bacsinsky Episcopus Mukacsiensis. In Exile. 

Scientific and art magazine. . 2-3.  07. 
Andreus Bacsinsky Episcopus Mukacsiensis. In  -

-3.   



25

5. PRYMYCH M.V. 2014. Iconostasis of Transcarpathia. Historical and artistic essays. 
Uzhhorod: Karpaty, 2014, : ill. ISBN 978-966-671-400-1. /  

4. -
ISBN 978-966-671-400-1./   

6. PRYMYCH M.V. 2017. Church painting of Transcarpathia. Easel and monumental 
painting of historical Transcarpathia until the first half of the twentieth century. 
Historical and art essays (Intr. Art. - M. Syrokhman). Uzhhorod: Karpaty, 2017, 
p. 191. ISBN 978-966-460-5. /  c

-
 ISBN 978-966-

460-5./  
7.  PRYMYCH M.V. 2017. Church professional painting of Transcarpathia in the 

second half of    the XVIII-first half of the XX century: folk tradition, Byzantine 
canonicity and influences of Western European art. Monograph. Uzhhorod: 
Karpaty, 2017, p. 386, 417. ISBN 978-966-671-471-1. /

V - 
XX c

386, 417. ISBN 978-966-671-471-1./ 
8. PUSK S, B. 2014. Bacsinszky Andr s p sp ki reprezent ci j nak eml kei. In. 

Bacsinszky Andr s munk csi p sp k. 2014. Ny rregyh za, 2014, old. 264./ 
OLECTANEA ATHANASIANA/ ISBN 978-615-272-4./  

9. STATE ARCHIVE OF THE TRANSCARPATHIAN REGION. Guidebook. 
2018. Uzhhorod: Carpathians, 2018. 744 pp., Ill. /ISBN 978-966-

-966-671./ 
10. STATE ARCHIVE OF THE TRANSCARPATHIAN REGION (SATR), Fund 

151. Board of the Mukachevo Greek Catholic Diocese, Uzhhorod. 
Description 1. Case 93. Appeal of the Orthodox Bishop Methodius to the people 
and the clergy to assist in the organization of the monastery in the village of Zarecha. 
April 25, 1689, sheet 1. 

-

 
11. SATR, Fund 64. Mukachevo monastic monastery of the Basilian fathers, 

Mukachevo. Description 1. Case 45. Diploma of the Bishop of the Orthodox 
Church Dosopheus on the ordination of the priest Yuri. 1719, sheet 1. 



26

  
12. SATR, Fund 151. Description 1. Case 189. Diploma of Bishop De Camelis of 

Mukachevo on the appointment of Georgy Bezhansky as archdeacon of the Bigar 
parish. October 17, 1705, sheet 1. 

17  1705 ., . 1. 
13. SATR, Fund 151. Description 1. Case 300. Decree of the Bishop of Mukachevo 

Gennady Byzantsii on the ordination of the priest Andrey Baizat in the direction of 
him in the Uniate parish of the village of Kalnik. December 27, 1719, sheet 1. 

 
14. SATR, Fund 151. Description 1. Case 639. Decree of the Bishop of Mukachevo 

Georgy Blazhovsky on the appointment of Joahnn Stoyka as archdeacon of the 
Maramorosh parish. July 18, 1739, sheet 1. 
639. 

18  1739 ., . 
1. 

15. SATR, Fund.151. Description 1. Case 756. Decree of the Greek Catholic Bishop of 
Mukachevo Georgy Blazhovsky and the permission of the prefect of Berezhskaya 
parish to collect donations for the construction of the church in Mukachevo. March 
9 - April 3, 1743, sheet 1. 756. 

-

9  - 3  1743 ., . 1. 
16. SATR, Fund 151. Description 1. Case 910. Decree of the Bishop of Mukachevo 

Olshavsky on the appointment of Peter Hotobich as a priest in the Lashkut village of 
Zemplin County. July 1, 1746, sheet 1. 

1  1746 ., . 1. 
17. SATR, Fund 151. Description 1. Case 1202. Decrees of the bishop, petitions of 

parishioners and landowners for the appointment or transfer of priests. 1768, sheet 
29. 

., 
. 29. 

18. SATR, Fund 151. Description 1. Case 1202. Decrees of the bishop, petitions of 
parishioners and landowners for the appointment or transfer of priests. 1768, sheet 



27

39.  
., 

. 39. 
19. SATR, Fund 151. Description 1. Case 2335. 

bishop ordination. 1772 - August 13, 1773, sheet 57. 
1772  

13  1773 ., . 57. 
20. SATR, Fund 151. Description 5. Case 1965. Decree of Bishop Bachynsky on 

granting the right to dedicate the church in the village of Sholom to Canon Gal 
Matyash. May 30, 1798  August 25, 1798, sheet. 3. 5. 

1965. 
30  1798  25 

 1798 .,  3. 
21. SATR, Fund 151. Description 6. Case 796. Order on the personal appearance of 

the priest of the Zaricho village Andrey Kolesar and explanatory note of the priest of 
the Homonna village on this issue. February 8, 1800-5, June 1801, sheet. 4. 

6 796. 
  

-  
22. SATR, Fund 151. Description 8. Case 1708. The case of the appointment of Vasily 

Popovich as the bishop of the Mukachevo diocese. January 17-July 4, 1838, sheet. 
32. 8 1708. 

-  
23. SATR, Fund.151. Description 25. Case 67. Decree of the Bishop of Mukachevo 

Vasily Tarasovich to appoint Radyvoj Marynych as the archpriest in the village of 
Tur-Terebesh. April 12, 1638, sheet 1. 

-
. 12  1638 ., . 1. 

24. TRANSCARPATHIAN ART MUSEUM (TAM) named after J. BOKSHAY. 
KP-1126. Bokshay (1891-1975). Portrait of Bishop Gebey. 1929. Canvas, oil. 
94x68 cm. G-475. 

- -
-475.  

25. TAM named after J. BOKSHAY. KP-1146. Bokshay (1891-1975). Portrait of 
Bishop Stoyka. 1934. Canvas, oil. 116x100 cm. G-46. 

- -
-46.   

26. TRANSCARPATHIAN REGIONAL LOCAL HISTORY MUSEUM (TRLHM) 
named after T. LEGOTSKI.Portrait of Bishop Andrei Bachynsky. The artist is 



28

unknown. About 1780. Canvas, oil. TRLHM Funds X-1473. 

-1473. 
27. UDVARI I. Samples from the history of Pudkarpattia Rusyns. XVIII, article: Views 

on the history of culture and language. Uzhgorod: Udovatelstvo V. Padyaka, 
2000. p.75, 79, 143. ISBN 966-7838-5073-01-3. 

ISBN 966-
7838-5073-01-3./   

28. WINIARSKI, A. 2008. Herby Rzeczypospolitej. Przemy l. 2008,  s. 14. ISBN 
978-83-88172-28-1./ 

29. WINIARSKI, A. 2008.  2008, s. 183. ISBN 
978-83-88172-28-1./ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29

  

 

[10  The seal of the Mukachevo monastery 

on the document of 1689. [10]Photo by I. Miskov. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[11]  Seal 

on the document of 1719. [11] Photo by I. Miskov. 

 

 

 

 

[23]  The seal of Bishop Vasily Tarasovich 

on the document of 1638. [23] Photo by I. Miskov. 
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 Seal of Bishop Mykhailo Manuil Olshavsky on a document of 1746. [16] Photo by I. 
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 [17  The first 

seal of Bishop Ivan Bradach on a document of 1768. [17] Photo by I. Miskov. 

  

 [18  The 

second seal of Bishop Ivan Bradach on the document of 1768. [18]  Photo by I. Miskov. 
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arms of Bishop A. Bachynsky. [8], [26] Approximately 1780. Transcarpathian Regional Museum 
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 Coat of arms of Bishop A. Bachynsky on the facade of the episcopal residence, 

Uzhhorod. Photo by I. Miskov. 
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The family coat of arms of the Bachynskys. [28]                  The family coat of arms of the Sases. 
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38 . [22]  Seal of 

Bishop Vasyl Popovych on the document of 1838. [22] Photo by I. Miskov. 
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 Coat of arms of Bishop V. Popovych on the facade of the episcopal residence, 

Uzhhorod. Photo by I. Miskov. 



36

 

 

 Coat of arms of Bishop Stefan Pankovych on the facade of the episcopal residence, 

Uzhhorod. Photo by I. Miskov. 

 

 Coat of arms of Bishop Yuliy Firtsak above the entrance of the episcopal residence, 

Uzhhorod. Photo by I. Miskov. 
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Bishop Alexander Stoyka. 1934. [25] 

Transcarpathian Art Museum, Uzhhorod. 
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Abstract  
This article deals with the seals and coats of arms of the bishops of Mukachevo 
(Maramorosh) (from Bishop Vasyl Tarasovych, after the Uzhhorod Union of 1646 
to 1934). The author found in the State Archives of the Transcarpathian region of 
Beregovo 2 seals of Orthodox bishops (Methodius and Dosopheus) and 12 Union 
(later Greek Catholic) bishops and described these seals. The author also 
described four coats of arms of Greek Catholic bishops on the facade of the 
episcopal residence in Uzhhorod. This article is supplemented by three portraits 
with the coats of arms of bishops A. Bachynsky, P. Gebey and O. Stoyka. Today 
these portraits are stored in the museums of Uzhhorod. All 14 seals of 
Mukachevo (Maramorosh) bishops are published together by the author for the 
first time. The list of episcopal seals is not complete, as search and research work 
is needed to find new seals. 
 
Keywords 
Bishop, Mukachevo, Maramures, Orthodox, union, uniat, Greek Catholic, seal, 
coat of arms, portrait 

 

               

 

 


